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Forward

Please find, within these pages, a pen picture
of the life of our church. The individual reports
outline the struggles and successes of the
various Groups within its walls at its two sites,
and the contribution they make to the society
in which we live. If you have been challenged
to make a further contribution to any of the
activities, or wish to seek further information
for any Group please feel free to contact the
leader identified at the bottom of each.
Contact details can be found in the
information sheets situated at the front of
each church building, or in the church
directory.

Our thanks go to all those who have
contributed in any way to the life of our church
during the past year.
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Stewards
There are currently eight stewards in the team: David Ashworth, Martin Ball,
Helen Hacker, Elizabeth Hardy, Leonie Keirle, Rex Kemp, Richard Rackham
and Pam Sterry. There is a short biography on each of the stewards on the
church website (https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/about/our-leadership-
team/). David Westcott and Phillip Gibson stood down at the end of last year
and Helen Hacker joined the team. We would like to thank David and Phillip for
their dedicated service, which was always carried out with good humour and a
great deal of patience.

The team continues to operate as a co-operative with each steward taking
responsibility for different aspects of the Senior Stewards role. The stewards
meet approximately monthly, with the Minister and Worker with Families and
Children, setting the yearly theme, ensuring services are covered and arranging
the major activities throughout the year. Each church committee is also attended
by a steward, and so the leadership team – Minister, stewards and Worker with
Families and Children – has a direct link with the committees. The stewards
also provide a link to the circuit, and are the point of contact for those who are
not regular attenders at the church for events like funerals.

Following a successful recruitment, we were joined by Julie Swann in May 2017
as the Worker with Families and Children. Julie has become an integral part of
the leadership team, concentrating on her role with families and children, but
linking this to all aspects of the life of the church. It was with great sadness,
therefore, that we learned at the end of the year, that Julie’s husband Steve, a
minister in Colchester, has been asked to take on a group of churches in
Banbury and so Julie will be leaving us in the coming months. We give thanks
for the work that Julie has done with us, and wish Julie and Steve well as they
take on their new challenge.

On behalf of the Circuit, the Stewards conducted the consultation in Billericay
on David Bagwell’s possible re-invitation. With favourable responses, we were
delighted that David was offered and accepted a further 5 years from September
2018.

Our church themes have been inspired by the concepts in the book “Five
Practices of Fruitful Congregations” by Robert Schnase. We began this year
with “Whole Life Worship”; the theme that we began in September 2016, in
which we explored the ways in which we could deepen the spiritual life of the
church. In September of 2017 we had our Church Away Day in Linford Methodist
Church, where we launched our new theme of “Outward Generosity”. We have
also utilised the themes in the book “Follow Me Mark”, written by our Minister,
David Bagwell, exploring these in sections in the weeks leading up to Easter
and the Sundays before Advent.
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Our Christmas events were very successful, and included a Toy Service, Carol
Singing in various locations, Carol Services and Christingle Services. In a very
practical example of Outward Generosity, the Christmas Day lunch for those
who would otherwise be alone at Christmas was hosted at Western Road, and
a number of our members were amongst those who volunteered to cook and
serve the meal.

We have been blessed with a number of people offering themselves as worship
leaders and local preachers this year, and these people have started to take
services at our churches, as well as across the circuit. Alongside our home
groups, who continue to lead services to cover our Local Arrangements, and
our existing local preachers who continue to lead our worship, this has made
filling the local arrangements much easier. We are very grateful to all those
who lead our worship.

We would also like to thank the teams of Worship Coordinators, Worship
Helpers, Welcomers, musicians and all the people who support our worship for
their excellent service.

Your thoughts and prayers for the on-going leadership of the Methodist Church
in Billericay will continue to be valued.

Blessings, Richard Rackham for The Stewards Team

Worker with Families and Children
Since being appointed to the role of Worker with Families and Children in May
2017 I have spent time building relationships with the many people involved in
a wide variety of groups at both Western Road and Queens Park.

As the early period in any appointment involves getting to know people and
learning about the various groups, their ethos and how they work, it’s difficult
to report on comparisons from previous years.  However there are one or two
outstanding aspects of the work that I would like to highlight:

Coffee and Craft This continues to meet, usually on the last Friday of the month
term time (with the exception of half terms) and is enjoyed by all who attend.
There is a nucleus of regular crafters (of all ages) and we have seen several
new folk coming along too.  Over the last few months we have tried to link crafts
with various seasons and festivals (Harvest, Christmas, Mothering Sunday,
Easter etc).

Messy Church  Since September we have met monthly for craft sessions as
well as two or three alternatives:  film afternoon, Mystery Party, Harvest Games.
All sessions now include a time of worship and bible teaching in line with the
Messy Church values of being Christ centred, all age, and offering creativity,



06

hospitality and celebration.  We are seeing families bringing along other families
and are trying to ensure that they have resources to encourage faith activities
in the home between Messy Church sessions.

Rock Solid  In September we were due to lose around 20 young people as they
reached the age limit for Inters and so Rock Solid was born.  Initially meeting
once a month it became so popular with those who came along that frequency
was increased to fortnightly during term time.  Essentially bible based, sessions
start with free time followed by food, games, Pause for Thought and end with
a game.  We hope to encourage the young people to think about faith and the
relevance of God for their lives.

Queens Park Parade Services  It has been a delight to welcome Guides and
Brownies to the newly formed All Age Parade Services at Queens Park which
have been very well attended and have received encouraging feedback from
the many in the congregation.  It has been good to see the church full with
people of all ages sharing together in celebration.

LINKS Breakfast Club  This monthly group began in October with a focus on
faith development and discipleship, encouraging our young people to engage
with God’s Word and prayer more deeply and to encourage others to come
along for food, fun and fellowship.  It is still in the early stages but we continue
to hope and pray for growth both spiritually and numerically.

I would like to say a huge thank you to the army of faithful volunteers who give
of their time and talents so willingly to serve God not just in the above groups
but in many other aspects of church life.

As many of you will know I had hoped that I might be able to continue in this
role as long as the church wished to employ me or until I reached retirement
(a few years down the line!).  However, it appears that God has another plan
and I will be moving on in April 2018 as my husband has been asked to move
early to fill a priority appointment in Banbury Circuit.  It has been a pleasure
and a privilege to serve God in this role and I will desperately miss everyone
when we move on in April. I would like to thank everyone for making me feel
so welcome and for your gracious and loving support over the final weeks of
my employment.
Keep up the good work and continue to pray for everyone involved – I am
convinced that God wants to do great things in Billericay and through your
faithfulness, willingness and commitment will indeed do so.
I end with a scripture which encourages us in all we do “ And whatever you do,
whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the Father through him.”  Colossians 3:17

Julie Swann
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Finance
The key elements of income and expenditure relating to the running of our
Churches at Western Road and Queens Park are as follows:

 Cash Flow
2015/16 2016/17  2017/18
Actual  Actual Budget

Income £’000         £’000  £’000
Offertories including one off donations    101.6        90.9     83.0
WR Toilet Upgrade donations        12.3   15.7  1.0
Youth and Children’s Work     1.3    1.0          0.7
Tax Recoveries (including Toilet Upgrade donations)

    21.0        25.3      21.0
Property Grants        3.9         26.5      13.5
Use of Premises           39.7          42.5      40.0
Interest          0.6          0.4        0.4

180.4            202.3    159.6

Expenditure
Circuit Contribution 101.3           101.0      101.0
Youth and Children’s Work     1.7    0.9         2.0
Property/ Maintenance/Insurance      53.0        46.5      48.1
WR Toilet Upgrade       1.3   72.1        1.4
New Signs/Publicity         0     5.0        2.5
Donations including SMB          4.1           6.4        5.0
Miscellaneous             3.8                5.9        6.3

165.2            237.8    166.3

Net Cash Flow 15.2             -35.5      -6.7

Year End Bank Balance 133.2  97.7     91.0

We finished the year ended 31 August 2017 with an over-spend of £35.5K.

However, we had £13,500 outstanding from the Veolia grant which was
received in September 2017 – when the year is adjusted we used £22K from
our reserves.  This was considerably better than the £38.6K deficit which had
been forecast, and was mainly as a result of one-off donations, increased
income from those who use our premises and extra grants received towards
the Western Road Toilet Project.

We received a total of £42K in grants towards the Toilet Upgrade at Western
Road and with the local donations made by members and hall users, the
project was self-funding.

David Bagwell has asked that we continue to look at the proportion of our



08

income which we give away in £’000: 2016/17 2015/16
Offertories and One-off Donations   106.6  113.9

Tax (Gift Aid) claimed      25.3    21.0

Funds raised and given away     16.1    13.5

Film Nights and Charity Lunches    7.3      3.7

Total Raised     155.3  152.1
Donations from our regular giving      6.4     4.1

Funds raised and given away                     16.1   13.5

Film Nights and Charity Lunches   7.3     3.7

Total Given Away                  29.8   21.3
PERCENTAGE OF FUNDS GIVEN AWAY = 19.2%
(2015/16 was 14.0%, 2014/15 15.5% and 2013/14 £12.9%)
Going forward our budget projection for the current year (2017/18) shows a
forecast deficit of £6.7K which without the Veolia grant would be £20.2K, only
marginally less than last year, so this position is obviously not sustainable.  The
Finance Team have looked carefully at our current spending and made cuts
where possible. In Autumn 2017 Rev David asked us all to look at our giving
both to the Church and beyond – this has resulted in an increase in regular
giving by standing order, but will be reduced as we sadly lose members when
they die or move away.  Finance and Church Council will be looking in
February 2018 at our financial position at that time, with the possibility that we
may have to reduce our contribution to Circuit from September 2018, to avoid
us from taking a further £10.5k from our reserves in the financial year 2018/19.
The Charities Commission asks that we have at least 3 months expenses in
reserve at all times, and recommends 6 months as good practice (£83.4K for
the 2017/8 financial year).  Our Reserves Policy has a note added that we
have £30K ring-fenced within our accounts ‘to update the heating systems at
WR & boiler at QP within the next 3 years.’  Should we need to replace the
heating systems, without grants being received, our reserves would fall below
the recommended level.

The Finance Team would like to thank everyone for their generosity and
encouragement this year.

Lorraine Harris (Treasurer) and Maggie Kingston (Chair of Finance)

Property Committee
The major Property activity completed in 2017 was the Toilets Upgrade Project
at Western Road.
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The project comprised:
� Modification of the toilet in the Minister’s Vestry and widening of the

Minister’s Vestry door into the corridor to make the toilet wheelchair
accessible.

� Installation of a ramp from the main floor level in the Church to the access
door to the corridor.

� Conversion of the ‘crèche’ room and cleaner’s cupboard to form partly a
new gents toilet and partly a storage room for the use of the Pre School.

� Construction of a new cleaner’s cupboard, with sink, using part of the Crush
Hall.

� Conversion of the existing gents toilet to a new accessible toilet, including
a shower.

� Expansion of the ladies toilet facilities by combining the existing ladies and
disabled toilets into a single room.

� In the Crush Hall, installing a suspended ceiling and new lights, new doors
to the Main Hall, kitchen, corridor and toilets and general redecoration.

The total cost of the project was approximately £72,000. This was funded by
£40,000 in grants from five different charitable funds and £32,000 in donations
from Church members and users of the premises. In addition, 10% of donations
made by members and users were donated to the ‘Toilet Twinning’ charity. The
Circuit funded the architect’s fees for the project. The project was completed
during the school summer holiday period when the Pre School, mother & baby
groups and youth organisations were not using the premises.

The latest Western Road Quinquennial inspection was carried out in 2017.
The surveyor identified only a small number of required repairs, with repairs to
concrete windowsills in the Church and corridor the only urgent item.
The major property expenditures for 2018 are likely to be at the Christian Link,
Queens Park building.

� Further sections of the flooring over ducting in the corridor and in the
upstairs room are showing signs of collapse and will require repair this year.

� Maintenance of the lighting in the hall continues to be a problem.
Replacement parts may be required for all of the uplighters.

� Replacement of soffits and barge boards is to be carried out as identified
in the last Quinquennial inspection.

The property stewards continue to carry out necessary decorating and repair
to the Church properties. Our thanks go to all those who help with maintenance
tasks, whether regularly or occasionally, and particularly those who helped with
final decorating and other work related to the Western Road Toilets Project.
Anyone willing to contribute a few hours of their time, either on Saturday work
mornings at Western Road (normally 1st and 3rd of the month), for periodic work
days at Queens Park or during holiday period ‘work weeks’ will be very
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welcome. Support from volunteers allows more jobs to be carried out ‘in house’
and helps to reduce our maintenance costs and leaves more of the Property
Budget available for improvement projects.

Ken Cowell (Property Committee Secretary)

Pastoral Report to Church Council 21st November 2017 For the Period 1st

November 2016 – 31st October 2017
Pastoral Work
Pastoral work continues to play an integral role within our Church and with a
current membership of 174 we are committed to supporting the pastoral needs
of people in pain, loss and anxiety. During the year we have welcomed two new
people into membership and one person has transferred from another
denomination.  Our new Worker with Families and Children was appointed in
June 2017 and transferred her membership from another Methodist Circuit at
that time. Sadly we have mourned the loss of 1 member during the last year
and 2 people have moved away and transferred their membership to another
Methodist Church. Two other people have transferred their membership to
another denomination within Billericay. Additionally there are now 82 listed
adherents currently worshipping with us on a regular basis.

Our cell/home groups have now reduced to 10, these groups continue to meet
regularly to serve a combined role of friendship, mutual support and disciple-
ship. Currently, these groups are attended by an overall membership of ap-
proximately 90 people providing fellowship and support by keeping in regular
contact with each other. They remain an integral part of our pastoral care.
Similarly we have a number of pastoral visitors who continue to visit folk on a
regular basis and we are indebted to these visitors for the care and comfort
they bring to those they visit.

Alongside these arrangements there is continuing pastoral support from the
Ministry Team who meet regularly to ensure that people in need are visited as
soon as possible either at home or in hospital.  The Minister, the Worker with
Families and Children and our two Pastoral Assistants mainly undertakes these
visits.  Prayer support is also provided in many ways including through the
Prayer Chains, by Pastoral Visitors and cell/home groups and through the
Prayer Meeting which takes place at Queens Park every Monday evening.
There are also occasional Prayer Breakfasts and Prayer Stations at Queens
Park on Sundays.

The Ministry Team would like to express its thanks to all the people who
decorate both churches with beautiful flower arrangements each week. These
arrangements are appreciated by us all every Sunday and bring particular joy
to those who receive them later in the week, some of whom are unwell, unhappy
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or bereaved. To know that they have been remembered in times of difficulty
gives them great comfort.

We also keep details of next of kin for people living alone so that in an
emergency we have an agreed person to contact. This information is
confidential, kept in a locked filing cabinet and is only accessible to the stewards
and the pastoral team.

During Lent this year copies of a further book entitled Follow Me – Mark and
the Early Church, written by David during his sabbatical, were available for
home groups to study. As in previous years a single Evening Service including
a Fish and Chip Supper and Holy Communion was held at Western Road on
Maundy Thursday.

Christmas celebrations included carol singing at St Mary Magdalen at the
annual Christmas Market, a Toy Service at Western Road, Carol Services on
both sites, a Messy Church Christingle at Queens Park, two further Christingles
at Western Road and Christmas Eve Drop-in Communion.
On Christmas Day services were held on both sites and afterwards, for the
second year running, a Christmas lunch was prepared and served at the
Christian Link by people from our Church and volunteers from within the
Community.  Around 30 people who would otherwise have been on their own
sat down with around twenty helpers to a Christmas dinner with all the trimmings
and afterwards they were presented with a gift. We continue to be overwhelmed
and very grateful for the many offers of help and the very generous donations
of gifts, money and food we receive from within the Church and the wider
Community including a number of retail stores.

Rev David Bagwell, accompanied by Pastoral Visitors, made a number of visits
to housebound people during the weeks prior to Christmas 2016 and Easter
2017 and this year visits also took place in October prior to our Harvest Festival
Celebrations. These visits are a great source of comfort to those visited enabling
them to receive Holy Communion in their place of residence.

Pastoral letters continue to be written on a regular basis and three were
circulated to members and adherents during the course of the past year. The
last one focused on Outward Generosity and our giving to the work of our
church.  Because we are facing a significant shortfall next year in terms of our
normal income and routine expenditure, people were asked to address not only
their current giving for the work of the church but also the giving of their time
and expertise.

Covenant Services were held on both sites and at Herongate during the month
of January.
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Work to refurbish and improve the toilet facilities and disabled access at
Western Road was completed during August receiving very favourable
comments from everyone.

In the summer three opportunities for people to come together were arranged.
These included a Garden Party in the Manse and a picnic in Lake Meadows in
July and an away day at Linford Methodist Church in September exploring the
theme of ‘Outward Generosity’.  A Bring and Share Harvest Supper was held
at Western Road in October and included a quiz.

Sunday lunches have now been introduced and take place on the first Sunday
of each month at a local pub.  Everyone is welcome.

On Sunday, 29th October, a special service was held at Western Road to
remember and give thanks for all those loved ones who have died.

During the year there was one infant baptism at Western Road. Sadly the First
Steps Co-ordinator has stepped down because she is no longer worshipping
with us. We are very grateful to her for all the work she has undertaken during
her time in the role.

We are now seeking Church Council’s approval to welcome another Church
Member to take over the role.

Street Pastors continue to patrol the High Street on Friday and Saturday
evenings offering care and support to those in need. A number of street pastors
are now involved from our own Church and if anyone else would like to join
them they would be very welcome.

Lyn Bowditch Pastoral Secretary

Communion Stewards
The team of Communion Stewards at Western Road for 2017 consisted of Pam
Cottrell at 8.00am, Vince and Maureen Loss, Brenda Brothers and Lyn Bowditch
at 10.00am and Janet Everitt and Diane Mookherjee at 6.30pm.

We are very grateful to the current stewards for their continued dedication and
support and would really appreciate new people coming forward to join us as
Communion Stewards. If you feel that you could serve as a Communion
Steward please contact me.  I would love to hear from you.

The average number of communicants for the various services that took place
from January 1st to December 31st 2017 was as follows: -
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Western Road
8.00am   9
10.00am 60
6.30pm 16
Maundy Thursday 74

Queens Park
11.00am 50

Thank you to all the Stewards for the dedicated way in which they continue to
serve The Lord.

Lyn Bowditch

Sound Team
Once again we are thankful to our team of volunteers who week after week and
climb the stairs to enable you to enjoy clarity of sound.

I thank;
Brian Carter, David Westcott, David Ashworth and Dave Rogers and until
recently Doug Norton who has now moved on to greater things.
I also thank our own minister who makes his services so easy for us.

Thanks all
Vic Hare

Printing Group
Since changing over to colour printing, the technology and methods have
changed considerably. We now have a new printer which is very versatile and
can print on A3 as well as A4 and A5 paper sizes and the access to the printer
is now online via the Church website. So, things have changed significantly in
the Church office and the printing personnel have had to go through a quite
significant learning curve to catch up with the new technology.
In terms of the number of people now involved in the weekly task of printing,
we have just about got enough but any new volunteers would we warmly
welcomed. When making an application for printing, we do ask that all the
information regarding the finished copy such as folding, format, cutting, paper
colour etc is provided to save blank looks on the printing personnel’s faces and
the printing recipient’s disappointment if the document is not exactly as expected!

David Gladstone

Church Flowers
Thank you to all the members and flower arrangers for their continued support
over the last year. We were pleased to be able to provide displays for Easter,
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Harvest and Christmas. If you are interested in joining our team please contact
me.

Janet Hibberd.

Church Prayer Chain.
Thank you once again on behalf of all the people who have been remembered
over the past year. The Prayer Chain has been very busy, showing how
important it is in the life of our Church.
In Philippians 4:6 we read “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God.”(NIV)

Our Lord hears and answers all our prayers, Thank you Loving Lord.

Geraldine Hanton

About Life & Faith (ALF) / Children’s Church
Mini- ALF: numbers vary but we have between 2-8 children most Sunday
mornings from 10-11.15am. It continues to be manned by church parents and
grandparents on a six weekly rota. A huge thank -you to Alison Davidson, Sue
Hawkins, Pauline Cable, Jayne Neal together with Pam and Mick Tuggey for
all their support this year.

Big ALF has 6-8 children aged 7-11 who regularly attend Sunday mornings and
we are very lucky to have retained Paris Peryer as a young helper. Big ALF
continues to be led by Gill Rogers and myself. We are so grateful to Doug
Norton for all his help for the past few years but he now has a full time job and
so can only help occasionally.

The loss of both Doug and our Family worker, Julie Swann, pose a huge
safeguarding issue for both groups as we are now required to have  two active
leaders in each group but cannot provide this. We have no-one available to
lead Mini ALF next term and Gill and I cannot cover both groups between us.
We will therefore only be able to run ALF one Sunday morning a month between
April and September unless a new team of committed helpers comes forward
to serve regularly on the rota. We are also need someone to draw up rotas and
oversee DBS checks for helpers as this is becoming increasingly time
consuming  as our net of volunteers widens.

We have been so blessed to have two groups that have grown in the past few
years. Children’s ministry is vital to any evangelising church. We are have also
been delighted that Mini ALF parents have had precious time to come into
church services and worship freely secure in the knowledge that their children
are enjoying their own time with God at ALF.
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Please pray that new leaders will come forward so that we can continue to
support children’s and parents’ worship at Western Road Church.

Heather Blunt

Junior Mission for All (JMA)
JMA continues to work through its young collectors between the ages of 5 and
11. During 2017 around £250 was collected for JMA through the young people’s
collection boxes, coffee money at Western Road and through sundry donations.
This cash will be used to further the missionary work of the Church.

It is encouraging to note that a number of new collectors have joined us this
year and we trust that they enjoy their time as collectors. Their efforts will be
recognised in early 2018 when each collector will be presented with a JMA
certificate and badge at a nominated Sunday morning service at Western Road.

Thanks to all those within the church who have made donations either directly
or from putting money into the JMA boxes at coffee time after church services.

Rod Moxley

Youth Cell
Youth Cell has continued throughout the year, although numbers have
diminished due to the departure of some members to further education or taking
up full time employment.
Our time during 2017 was spent discussing the challenges facing a young
Christian, studying the “Follow Me’ course and interacting with guest speakers.
Members of  the Cell Group have also actively participated in the monthly
Souled Out Sunday evening services at Western Road, which continued
throughout the year and spanned a variety of themes including several Rob
Bell videos.

Thanks go to Paul, Ben and Mike Hawkins for their musicianship in each of the
Souled Out Services, and to our minister, David Bagwell, for his guidance in
the preparation of and participation in the services..

It should be noted that the Youth Cell is taking a break in the first half of 2018.
It is anticipated that the group will be re-formed later in the year in line with the
church theme of “Inter generational worship”.

Rod Moxley
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Kenya partnership
Thanks to the amazing generosity of our Church family, we have been able to
help hundreds of people in the Mombasa area over the past year.

The Grace Centre: Last year was a difficult year for the people of Kenya, with
severe drought leading to total crop failure and famine. In response to this
humanitarian crisis, at Easter and again at Christmas, we sent money totalling
£2800 to buy urgently needed food-parcels for families living in poverty on The
Mwakirungi Dumpsite, and a further £1000 for famine relief in the Valleys.
We also sent money to enable Rev. Pius Kagwi to purchase another motor-bike
taxi, and funds for college fees for two young women to undergo a dressmaking
course. Along with donations for sewing materials it means this life-changing
training can continue.
The water-tank we sent money for a few years ago continues to provide vital
safe water for the community, but it needed a new concrete stand, which we
were able to send money for.
Sadly, we heard just after Christmas, that Rev. Pius is seriously ill. He has had
major surgery and is now undergoing a course of chemotherapy, much of it
funded by our church-family. However, the work will continue under the
guidance of Pius’ son- Rev. Sammy (also a Methodist Minister).

Sponsorship: We are now sponsoring 11 disadvantaged children and young
people through school and college. We receive regular reports and letters and
all are doing well.
In June, we had a visit from Rev. Charles Makonde (a Methodist Minister in
Mombasa) who told us about a charitable school for orphaned children called
“Under the Mango tree” which he has founded and is now Director of. We were
amazed to learn that the annual fee for each child is just £25! We should very
much like to help some of these children- but to do this we need offers of
sponsorship. If you feel you could help with this valuable work, please speak
to one of the support group.
Thank you to those you regularly contribute to our work and please speak to
one of us if you would like further information.

Heather Ashworth, Pam Cottrell, Geraldine Hanton, Maggie Kingston and David
Westcott.

Monday and Tuesday Toddlers
The two groups continue to work closely together and during the year have
been pleased to send £80 to All You Can for chickens, sheep and water.  We
also sent £50 to Pam Levy’s new Toddler Group at Friers Baptist Church in
Shoeburyness, to help them buy toys when they set up their group.
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Monday
We had good support through the past year. We had a cake sale in June for
G.O.S.H. and raised £205 which we increased to £250. We now have lots of
new mums but their attendance has been erratic through the Autumn. 2018
has started well with good attendance. We are grateful to Sue Hawkins and
Val Lock for all their help.   Julie alternates between Monday Toddlers and Little
Sparrows at Queens Park. Ken continues to help us set up whenever he can.
We would love another helper as we struggle when anyone is sick, on holiday
etc.

Margaret Cowell

Tuesday
We were very busy last winter but lost a lot of families when children started
school in September and our numbers were low for a time but we are now busy
again.  We were very grateful to those who helped us during the gap between
Pam leaving and Julie arriving, especially Pam Cottrell and Heather Ashworth.
We will of course be looking for help again.  We were sad to hear of the death
of Suzan Prior in September.  Although she had been unable to come to
Toddlers for some time she had continued to provide a sticking activity for the
children every week until just before she died.   Julie led a Teddy Bear Nativity
in Church for us at Christmas which was much enjoyed.  She has joined us
every week since her appointment and been a much valued member of our
team and we will be very sorry to lose her.  The size of our hall, variety of our
toys and equipment and our new toilets are much admired by our mums and
carers.  Our thanks to Martin who helps us clear up and close the screen ready
for Brownies and Cubs.   Please consider whether you can help us – it’s very
rewarding and great fun.

Sue Ball, Beryl Greenway and Brenda Moore

Pre-School
There are 27 children with 6 permanent members of staff and 4 bank staff
members at present.

Each term the children take part in a special event, an Easter Parade, Sports
morning and our Nativity, these were all fully supported by parents, friends and
family.

Our parents have been busy fundraising, this year they held various successful
fundraising events including an Afternoon Tea for parents, friends and children,
Christmas Presents Evening and Sponsored Singathon.  This has enabled us
to buy new toys for the Pre-school, pay for Christmas and leaving presents for
the children and provide a Christmas Lunch.
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The older children have been on visits to the High Street to get books from the
Library, to buy snack and to post letters home.  They have been on visits to
Quilters school to help them prepare for the transition to school.

Each morning the children enjoy painting, playing with sand and water, making
wonderful creations out of boxes, singing, playing in the garden, but most
importantly they make friends and learn how to share, preparing them for the
big adventure of starting school.

Gill Turnbull   Manager

Inters
Inters continues to meet on a Friday evening, during school term time only,
between 6.15 and 7.30pm.  Numbers average 45-50 each week, taking School
Years 3 to 7 (ages 7 to 12).  In July 2017 we had 20 children becoming too old
to come back in September and so we decided to create a new group called
INTERS Rock Sold for them, meeting once a month (see their report below).
The spaces they created were soon filed by clearing our waiting list (a new list
had to be started in September due to demand).

The range of activities includes crafts, games machines, table-tennis, table
football, snooker, darts and 5-A-side football.  There is always a queue for the
games and several teams entering the football (including the girls).  We raised
£40 for Action for Children, £86 for Children in Need, £71 for Red Nose Day
and £60 for Save the Children this year by donating the night’s entrance and
sweets money.

Special thanks to all the young people who help, especially Doug, Emma,
Spencer, Brett, Sam, Troy, Max, Nathan & Leo who come most weeks.  We
have a weekly rota of at least 5 adults (6 is better when possible), but are
blessed to have our young helpers who make our evening so much more
enjoyable.

We had food and a disco at the end of each term, very chaotic, but enjoyed by
all.  It’s funny how more arrive on these evenings than normal!

We were delighted to welcome Julie Swann to our team in May – she has been
a blessing with her enthusiasm, new ideas and love for our Lord.  We have
always had a prayer time together each week, but from September Julie has
introduced a 5 minute ‘God slot’ which she makes great fun.  We still then finish
with prayer, including many prayer requests by the youngsters.  We were sad
to wish Emma Perry ‘thanks and good luck’ as she left us to start her exciting
year working in France before starting university.  Also in December Doug
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started his first full-time job and so is unable to help anymore at INTERS.  We
miss them both so much!!

Although hard work, as leaders we feel privileged to be offering our time to
these young people, and hope that it may open their eyes to the love of God.
If anyone would like to drop in on a Friday evening, just to observe, or to help
in any way, then you will be most welcome.  If you could offer to join our rota,
or occasional cover list that would be brilliant!

Lorraine & all the Team

Music team (western road

The Music Team at Western Road have faithfully continued to support worship
at services throughout the year. Many thanks are due to Pam Cottrell, Gordon
Reynolds, Paul Hawkins, Ben Hawkins, Liz Perry, Rex Kemp, Peter Norgate,
Paul Conroy, and Debbie Pindura who have led or assisted with our music
ministry during the year.
And as ever we are extremely grateful for the hard work and dedication that is
put in by our sound and laptop operators.

Please continue to support our musicians with your prayers and proactive
encouragement as they continue to give the best of their talents to enhance
our worship and to serve Christ and His Church in Billericay.

Mike Hawkins

6th Billericay Scout Group – Group Scout Leaders report
As reported separately by the Beaver, Cub and Scout sections our 52nd year
in existence went extremely well, building on the success of the previous 51.
Whilst our total membership is lower than last year, this is as the result of
planning as the Beaver Colony changed its leadership and the Scouts settled
down to a more manageable number for the hall. We expect our Beaver
numbers to increase again in 2018.

During the year the Scout Troop said goodbye to Matt and Phil, both of whom
had held Leadership roles for many years. Additionally, as reported by Jayne
and Elvie the Leadership of our Beaver Colony has changed and the Colony
has moved its meeting night to a Thursday. Jayne, Cathy, Michelle and Vicky
ran the Colony for six years before handing over to Elvie, Caroline and Sam.
A massive thank you to our past leaders and a warm welcome to our new
Leaders
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For the fourth year in succession a team of leaders from the Group entered the
Essex County Scout Marathon walking competition managing a very creditable
4th place in the experienced adult class.

The sections note their successes and achievements during the year and I am
extremely proud to be the Group Scout Leader of an amazing group of young
people, leaders and young leaders. I look forward to watching and sharing in
their achievements over the next year. As reported by the Scouts two of our
members have an exciting 20 months ahead of them.

To conclude I would like to thank the parents who have helped in any way
during the year, the Executive Committee members and of course the Church
for its continued support.

Stephen Clarke – Group Scout Leader

Apollo Beavers
Last year the Beavers have been busy out and about visiting Barleylands Farm
to learn about animals, Hylands Park for kite building and flying, The Fire Station
to learn about safety at home and what to do in a fire, Norsey Woods for some
pond dipping and den building, Waitrose and Thriftwood campsite. The Beavers
had some First Aid training with the help of one of our parents who is a GP and
expanded their imagination for the Imagination Badge. They have taken part
in a few hikes and learnt all about America in our American themed evening.

There have been a few District Events that we have also enjoyed – the Beaver
Fun Day at Screens Park, our annual Christmas Cinema trip to see The Star
and after a couple of weeks building the Houses of Parliament, we were very
proud to come first place in the District Craft Competition.

Myself, Cathy, Michelle and Vicky have really enjoyed our 6 years running the
Colony. It’s been very rewarding and we’ve all had many unforgettable
experiences. We have now handed over the reins to Elvie, Caroline and Sam
so that the fun can carry on with fresh ideas and inspiration.
Jayne Neal  (Beaver Leader -  outgoing)

- - - - - - So far the Beavers have all achieved their Space badge and are
currently working on the International Badge. They have been busy making lots
of things, from Space rockets to African drums. They were all able to name the
order of the planets from the sun, if only for a short time! We are still finding our
feet and getting to know them all and are looking forward to planning lots of
outings for the Spring and Summer months.
Elvie Vall  (Beaver Leader - incoming)
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Mercury Cubs
The second half of Spring term of 2017 the cubs decorated tissue boxes with
decopatch for Mother’s day gifts. They also finished their book reader badge
which they started earlier in the term. We had a board games night and went
to Hollywood bowl for an end of term trip.

The summer term saw us getting out a lot, we had a bug hunt in Norsey Woods,
played quick cricket at the local green, did canoeing at Barleylands and shooting
at 3rd Billericay. We joined in with the Save The Children Den Day, learning
about the work that the Save The Children did for our World Challenge Badge.
The cubs and leaders raised £80, which was sent to Save the Children.

The cubs undertook their Local knowledge badge and had a ready steady cook
night at the hall; we also had a church visitor that night and who helped with
the evening. We did tent pitching and tracking skills at Thriftwood.

We took a large number of cubs to Gilwell for the annual fun day out and
attended a skills day organised by the district.

We enjoyed a weekend camp at Thriftwood at the start of July. Activities enjoyed
by the cubs included pedal cars, water roller, cresta run, demolition,
orienteering, shelter building, bushcraft skills and fire building skills.

We finished the term with a trip to the Crazy Golf at King George’s playing fields.

Autumn term arrived; we undertook our personal safety badge, did an evening
on the environment and made piñatas for our sleepover later in the term. We
had sparklers and hotdogs on bonfire night and on two particularly quiet nights,
due to Mayflower and Billericay open evenings, the remaining cubs had an
indoor wide games evening and a team quiz. We joined in with the scouts and
beavers for a group outing to Partymanworld.

The District Christmas outing this year was an evening at Partymanworld, which
most of the Cubs attended and had a fantastic time.

To round off the year, we had another joint sleepover with 4th Wickford, this
time at our church hall 2 weeks before Christmas. 18 Mercury cubs and 13
Wickford cubs attended along with 6 leaders. The Cubs had a Christmas
themed evening with games, food and a Christmas film. Most of them then
attended church parade the following day. We also asked the cubs to donate
to the church collection for the women’s refuge, which the majority of them did.

2018 arrived and we decided to undertake the home safety badge, the home
help badge, the physical recreation badge and an international themed evening
by celebrating Chinese new year. We will also be participating in the group
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outing to Billericay Town FC on 3rd February.

Mercury is currently at 26 Cubs, 6 adult leaders and 3 young leaders. Hannah
Munn joined Mercury as a leader last year. Finally since last year’s report, 5
more cubs have achieved their Chief Scout Silver Award.

Thank you to everyone who has helped over the past year and to those who
will be helping in the future.

Kerry Munn     Cub Scout Leader

Cassini Cubs
The Cassini Cub pack has now completed its fifth year and during 2017 we
continued to enjoy adventurous activities including, zip-lining, caving, hiking,
archery and canoeing. We handed out many badges every term to Cubs who
took up the challenge to try new things.

We spent the weekend camping in Wickham Bishop in June at the Scout camp
site there, 20 cubs came and earned their Outdoor Challenge Badge which
counts towards their Silver Chief Scout Award. We presented six of these
awards during the year to Cubs who had completed all of their challenge badges
before moving on to Scouts.

We have 27 cubs in our pack and are very grateful to the five leaders who
attend pack meetings every week and to all of the help and support we receive
from the parents. We have lots planned for 2018 and aim to continue to offer
adventurous activities for the cubs to enjoy.

Vicki Andreetti – Cub Scout Leader

Tornado Scout Troop
The Troop numbers have settled back down to about 30. We also have several
parents who are regular helpers in the hall and on weekend activities, and a
parent rota this means we can continue to provide a variety of activities for the
Scouts to participate in.

We took part in the District trip to Partyman World, where the Scouts got to play
Laser Kombat too.

During August, our Troop took part in the District trip to Belgium, where Scouts
take part in a week-long camp.  They took part in lots of activities throughout
the week including a trip to the beach, canoeing, climbing, waterpark, theme
park, Menin Gate, Bruges, boat trip and made friendships that will last a lifetime.
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In November, we took part in the torch light procession at the Lake Meadows
fireworks display.

During December the Scouts working hard on their fundraising badge, they
organised a fundraising evening at Scouts and helped the Roundtable with the
Santa Sleigh event.  They managed to raise over £500 for St Lukes Hospice.

We have completed numerous badges throughout the year, including several
Gold Awards. We have taken part in lots activities ranging from crazy golf,
swimming, fire lighting, knots, basejump, canoeing and swimming.

We are also extremely proud to have two of our Scouts selected to represent
Essex Scouts at the World Scout Jamboree in 2019, which is going to held in
America.

Many thanks to everybody that has helped and supported us over the past year,
we are looking forward to a very active 2018.

Anne, Daniel and Tony

Rainbows 2nd Chantry
The leadership of the unit has remained the same since my last report a year
ago, although we have had a change to our parent helper.  The current leaders
are:
Maxine Bloom, Leader
Helena Chiappe, Leader
Sophie Nye, Assistant Leader
Emma Samuelson, Young Leader.

The number of girls in the unit currently stands at 15.  Eight new girls joined
the unit over the past year.  Nine girls moved up to Brownies, with eight of those
staying at the Brownies unit that meets at the Billericay Methodist Church hall.

The programme for the girls over the last 12 months has been varied and
designed to expand their understanding of the world, develop their confidence
and understanding of Girlguiding values.  The programmes included:

· games and activities to help the girls understand and fulfil the Rainbow
promise (to think about their beliefs and to be kind and helpful).  For
example, the girls made a promise tree and were asked to record
instances of being kind and helpful over a week and then report back.

· activities about the patron saint days in the UK, Chinese New Year,
World Thinking Day, and Pancake Day.
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· completion of Challenge Badges about butterflies and ladybirds.  The
girls learned about the life cycle of these creatures and watched live
butterflies develop and then released them into the environment.

· cooking/food activities, including making pancakes and decorating
biscuits.

· fun games night, pyjama party and Christmas party.

· learning about owls, including a visit by live owls.

· participation in off-site activities, namely ‘The Rainbows 30th Birthday
Celebration’, a visit to Norsey Woods, the Cater museum and the
annual Girlguiding swimming gala.

The girls are encouraged to participate in the decision making for the unit (as
appropriate for their age group).  They are regularly provided with choices about
activities and vote to decide which to do.

We hold a fire drill each term to ensure the girls are practiced at exiting the hall
should the need arise.

We enjoyed a visit from Julie Swann at our meeting on 29 January 2018.  Julie
very kindly helped out and participated in activities with our Rainbows.

The unit is very grateful for the continued support of the Billericay Methodist
Church.

Helena Chiappe   Leader in Training

Brownies 3RD Chantry (Tuesday)

We have 15 Brownies at present and 4 adult leaders.  Our numbers are lower
than last year, but they are a lovely group of girls who are keen Brownies and
a pleasure to work with which makes it very rewarding.

We attended the District Swimming Gala at Basildon pool and although we
didn’t win the girls had a great time.

We attended the District Thinking Day craft evening at Emmanuel Church where
the girls tried out various different crafts.

For our last meeting in July we went to Norsey Woods for a fun games evening
and a good time was had by all.
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The girls have achieved many interest badges during the year these include:
Out and About, Hostess,, Swimmer, Home Skills, Healthy Heart, Go for It and
World Traveller.  They have also been working for their Adventure Badges,
which ensure that the Brownies take part in a balanced programme of
challenges and activities.

We are looking forward to getting out and about more during the next year.

Gill Turnbull    Brown Owl

6th Chantry (Methodist) Guides – Wednesday, Western Rd, 7pm to 8.30pm
This year has seen come changes in our unit and we have gone from being a
really big and noisy unit to quite a small, but still noisy one!  However, they are
a great group of girls who are lively but caring and friendly.

We’ve been working towards Annual Challenge badges with all girls gaining
their next badge.  We have completed several ‘Go-For-Its’, themed activities
which lead to a badge.  We also continue to enjoy evenings of cooking (although
this can be a little chaotic!), craft activities, acting, dancing and of course,
playing games and making a lot of noise!

As a unit we worked on the Team Player badge and Independent Living badge
as well as taking part in a number of Challenges. We’ve enjoyed several trips
during the year including our annual Christmas shopping and bowling trip to
Southend, an adventure evening at Thriftwood as well as many an evening out
and about enjoying the light evenings in the summer time.

We enjoyed a sleep-over in May and camp in August.  Girls got the opportunity
to take part in more adventurous activities like climbing, abseiling and archery
as well as different crafts.

We also joined another Billericay Guide unit from Billericay and together we
took the girls to the Big Gig at Wembley, which is a pop concert just for Guides,
seeing Pixie Lott, Louisa Johnson and Ella Eyre amongst others.

Guides is for girls aged 10 – 14 years so if you know anyone that would like to
give Guides a go come and join us one evening.

Many thanks to those that have provided their continuing support during the
year.

Hazel Powling
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Charity Lunches
Thank you to those who have organised these lunches for us over the year –
they are much appreciated by a good number of people, especially those living
on their own.

2017 was a good year, in that overall numbers increased and consequently the
total amount raised was certainly one of the highest ever.

During the year we supported the Chernobyl Children, Cherish Uganda, Toilet
Twinning, St Luke’s Hospice, the Haematology Unit at Basildon Hospital, Motor
Neurone Disease, the Pelvic Radiation Disease Association, Cancer Research,
the Remus Horse Sanctuary and Action for Children and raised a total of over
£3,800.

There is always practical help and support if anyone wishes to raise funds in
this way.  The dates for 2018 are in the Crush Hall at Western Road and there
are lots of gaps to fill!  Do have a look if you are interested or give me a ring
sometime.

Janet Lee

Ladies Leisure Group
Our Leisure Group has been experiencing a rather lean time just lately due to
Winter ills, family problems, etc. and, sadly, we lost Pam and Shirley - two
ex-members recently, but we soldier on and look forward to improvements in
the Spring when the weather gets warmer.

Our current membership is 8 and although we are sometimes only 5 or 6 on a
Thursday we still enjoy our Scrabble and Rummikub and the friendly banter -
the high-spot of the week for some of us!
We are grateful to David, who comes each month to speak at our quiet time
and to try to keep us on the straight and narrow with the Rummikub rules.
(without much success.) .

We would be delighted to welcome some new ladies to our group. Just drop
by one Thursday - no obligation to join.

Maureen Davies

Moggies
Moggies continued to meet on alternate Tuesdays. One of our meetings each
month is held at The Coach and Horses, and for the second we have a meal
in a local pub or restaurant. The restaurant scene continues to change locally
and we are slowly working our way round the large choice of venues. During
the year we have sampled Indian, Thai and Turkish food as well as pub meals.
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The atmosphere is very relaxed and the accent is on fellowship. If you feel that
this could be for you, we would be very pleased to see you.

Ed Harrison

Men’s Fellowship
The Men’s Fellowship continues to offer an afternoon of snooker and discussion
most Fridays. We were very saddened to lose Len Harley who passed away
less than a year from reaching his centenary. Len was the last surviving World
War Two veteran in our fellowship; the dramatic story of his escape from a
prisoner of war camp in Italy and mountain trek, aided by Italian partisans, to
rejoin his regiment was the subject of a recent television documentary in which
Len appeared.

We have been pleased to welcome some new members during the year; any
man who is free on Friday afternoons will be very welcome to join us –
enjoyment of an informal game snooker and tea break discussion is all that is
required, proficiency at the game is definitely not!

Geoff Forward Secretary

=========QP=========

The Christian Link.
It has been another very busy year with the building being used by a variety of
self help groups who all appreciate the facilities we are able to offer. A new
group started up at the end of December. This is a Community Senior’s Club
meeting once a month to help those living alone. It is run by You & I Care and
provides support, activities and tea parties for those in the community.

Guides and Brownies meet regularly and this year we were able to arrange a
Parade Service for these uniformed organisations. Hopefully we can continue
this on a quarterly basis in the new year.
One look at the notice board in the entrance to the building will demonstrate
the range of activities used by the community.

In December we celebrated 15 years in the life and witness of our community
church with an anniversary service led by Rev. Celia McDonald. It was a day
when we had heavy snow and that restricted our numbers unfortunately. We
looked back with gratitude but must remember to look forward to continued
outreach to those living around us.

During the year we said farewell to Philip and Christine Gibson when they
moved back to Yorkshire. We give thanks for their many years of faithful service
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and pray that they may be able to make their own special contributions to a
new fellowship in Ilkley. God bless them both. Sadly we also said goodbye to
Suzan Prior, another stalwart member who used her talents for the benefits of
others.

Because of a drop in numbers attending the Monday evening prayer meeting
it was decided to move from Mondays and meet for prayer at 9:45 on Sunday
mornings. The prayer breakfasts on the first Sunday each month will continue
with a slight change of format as we will share thoughts on a selected Bible
passage before others join for prayer at 9:45. An opportunity to listen to God
before we pray to Him.

Sunday worship has been led by a number of visiting circuit preachers as well
as by our minister and people in the congregation. Our thanks to all of them for
their time and preparation in serving us. I can only echo Philip’s closing
sentence from his report in 2016; “your prayers for continuing outreach and an
influx of new workers are valued.”

Rex Kemp

Little Sparrows
Although our numbers fluctuate they remain high with 20 families in regular
attendance, but more recently we have had in excess of 30 families, which is
wonderful, but certainly keeps all our helpers on their toes!

At Christmas we enjoyed a Teddy Bear Nativity led by Julie Swann, who has
been a regular visitor to our group and will be greatly missed when she moves
to pastures new. We have also recently had the use of some soft play equipment
which the children loved.

I am greatly indebted to my regular team of helpers - Jane and Siggy who set
out all the chairs and tables every week, Jean Simmons, Val Harvey, Helen
Norris and Pauline Quill who work tirelessly to make our group a safe and
friendly environment and who have helped me greatly in my first year at Little
Sparrows.

Diane Moxley

Wednesday Link at Queens Park.
Most Wednesday mornings a group of between 8 and 10 of us meet at 10:15
for approx., an hour to listen and look at different topics affecting our faith. Good
discussions take place as people share their own experiences and
understanding of their faith. This last year we have looked at; ‘Our rich heritage
in Jesus’, ‘New world, old faith’, how to ecperience and share our faith in a fast
changing world, ‘Receiving Christ’ in five different ways. We have also shared
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in the ‘Follow Me – Mark@ booklet David prepared. There was an opportunity
to prepare for and lead a service of worship in the summer.
Occasional lunches out broke up the year.

If you feel you would like to join us, then you will be very welcome.

Rex Kemp

Mini-Links
We continue to have activities for our children on Sunday mornings at Queens
Park.
A rota of helpers has been drawn up, notes provided and activities suggested
on the theme for the week. At present Val Powling, Leonie Kierlie and Lesley
Cowlishaw take a turn a month working in the Prayer Room. Children’s numbers
vary from 1-8 children!

Once a month a table of activities is set up at the back of the congregation and
the children sit at the back.

On the Sunday when Mini-Links do not use the Prayer Room it is used by the
Links Breakfast Club. This is a group specifically for older children and is run
by Janis Bissett. Between 1 and 4 children attend this group.
We are always grateful to anyone who could help, either as a regular or as an
occasional stand in for one of the regular leaders should they not be able to
lead.

We are fortunate to have children in our congregation to share the love of God
with. Thank you for your love and support.

Lesley Cowlishaw

Brownies 6th Chantry (Wednesday), Queen’s Park
We had an eventful year in 2017, with guests from Cats Protection and Rayleigh
Reptile Encounters coming to Queen’s Park. 6th Chantry Brownies won the
District swimming Gala in the Spring at Basildon Sporting Village, and in the
Autumn enjoyed a duck-themed Pack Holiday in South Woodham, and
supporting the Little Yellow Duck Project in the process. We’ve been out and
about in Billericay too, holding meetings at Lake Meadows, Hannakins Farm,
the High Street and Promiseland in Ramsden Heath. It has been wonderful
having Julie Swann helping the leadership team when she can, and the Brownie
numbers have remained high during 2017, with several moving onto Guides.

Helen Harpole   Brownie Leader
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Thursday and Friday Coffee Pots at Queens Park
Both of the weekly Coffee Pots at Queens Park are well attended. Each day is
different with different groups of people attending. Thursday morning welcomes
a group of women who still do craftwork - knitting, crocheting and bead work.
Other people come regularly for coffee, cake and a chat and have built up a
friendly and welcoming atmosphere. We also have Age UK visiting four times
a year on Thursday mornings, which brings in newcomers who welcome a cup
of tea whilst waiting for their appointments.

Friday morning is very well attended and is different from Thursdays as we
always finish with Pause For Thought - a very enjoyable time of hymns prayers
and a short talk at the end of a busy week. We have a selection of home made
cakes, biscuits, tea and coffee, provided by Church members and also our AA
group. We have a chance to sit and chat to friends and enjoy fellowship and
laughter with them. We also have the company of the AA Group, who have
coffee before their meeting and now join us afterwards for another coffee and
a chance for us to chat with them. Some stay for Pause For Thought and also
help out with other activities in the Church. Friendships with the AA have been
formed and is proving a vital part in our work at Coffee Pot, to welcome
newcomers and make them feel at home. We thank God that He is continuing
to bless us on both days.

Susan Cooke

Painting for Pleasure Art Group - Wednesday mornings. 9.30 - 12.30  QP
We continue to be a thriving weekly group of about 30 people meeting 50 weeks
of the year . A third of the group are men and the usual attendance is 21 -25
each week.

We miss Suzan Prior who was very much part of the group , always ready to
help particularly newcomers . Several of us attended her funeral. With her in
mind our Art Exhibition in June enabled us to raise funds for Motor Neurone
Disease Association. The exhibition displayed many paintings and from
donations towards the tea/ coffee and cakes on offer , we raised £740 for MND
in the 3 hours that we were open . We were aided by Richard who helped us
advertise the event .

We continue to support Water Aid and the Grace Centre in Kenya.
Social interaction is as important as painting and has certainly encouraged a
sense of belonging in this group.

We would like to thank Jane and Siggy who set up the tables and chairs for us
each week.

Pat Crabb and Pat Carter
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Film Night
Film Night had a bit of a hiccup when Christine & Philip Gibson returned to
Yorkshire. Nobody was queuing up to take over but we thought it would be a
shame to loose the event, So it’s still going on about every 6 weeks.

We buy newly released DVDs.So far we have raised £700 for local charities.
The group of helpers are very good.  Our Minister David is a blessing to us old
dears, he is a real film buff. We had one night planned but due to weather snow
etc we had to cancel. David went to the church that evening to make sure no
one was left out on the cold. Thank you for your support .  We are delighted to
have your company.

Thanks to the Gang of Helpers. Watch out for our adverts in Church Notices
& Posters. Any requests are considered, but please be careful as I’m of a
nervous disposition!

Joyce Scott.

QUOGS
We are still going strong, meeting once a month, Wednesday afternoons.
Our membership remains about 24 members on average each month. We make
the entertainment as varied as possible each month,  with Speakers and Musical
entertainment.

I would like to thank Ziggy for his help in preparing the Church, by lifting and
shifting the chairs etc; hat a great help that is!  I couldn’t carry on running the
group without him.

During last summer we organised a Garden Party and raised about £400 ffor
Cancer research. We held it in our gardens and had entertainment by Eddie
The Magician. The rain tumbled down all the afternoon. We managed to get
everyone indoors, and a good time was had by all. We intend having another
go during the Summer and might even hold it in the garden!!

Thanks to the Church we have a warm and comfortable afternoon once a month
in a friendly atmosphere.

Karen Skinner was Tea Lady for 15 Years but she’s now almost a full time
Nanny with her grandchildren. Wendy Brown now helps me. I guess that’s what
friends are for - bless them!

Joyce Scott
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The Big Breakfast
The Big Breakfast morning on the last Saturday of each month (except Aug &
Dec) and also on 23rd March not 30th due to Easter this year, continues to be
a well attended occasion.
We have our regulars and always a steady steam of people that were passing
by and smelled the bacon cooking !
On average we do over 60 cooked breakfast plus a very much enjoyed meal
enjoyed by over a dozen helpers at the end. We could not run the show without
our helpers and there is a lovely jolly atmosphere in the hall all morning.
Any one wanting to come along and join just let me know I am always looking
for people to join our merry band of helpers.

Helen Hacker

Addendum:

Publicity Group
The main areas of work continue to be on weekly printing,  the church website,
introducing digital signage and PowerPoint standards for services. We are also
starting to produce newspaper articles, and an ongoing review of the leaflets
we need. Add to that the use of social media, festival flyers and posters, and
we have a wide ranging and ever-growing agenda. In order to give some
consistency to all of this, and share the load, the group will meet every month
in future and after general discussion at the start of the meeting will then be
more task based as web banners and digital signage changes etc. for the
coming month are agreed and put in place.

David Bagwell

Minister’s Report
At the start of the church year, Ann and I were delighted to be offered an
extension of a further five years, providing us and the churches in our section
with some continuity and long-term planning. The news, a few months later, of
the departure of Julie Swann as our Family and Children’s worker, as her
husband Steve was stationed at short notice in another area, came as a shock
to all concerned and has meant a complete re-think on some aspects of church
life.  For instance, the proposed focus on an ‘intergenerational approach’ to all
aspects of church life was to have been a major focus of next year, but will now
be deferred. In its place will come, from Sept 2018, a renewed focus on the
value and use of small groups, in terms of worship and prayer, learning and
discipleship, fellowship and pastoral care.  This will be the fourth of the five
signs of a fruitful church that we have been working on over previous years.

This year’s theme of ‘Outward Generosity’ prompted a very generous financial
response to a serious shortfall in our own income that had arisen, but the
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amount of time and energy that people are able to give to key areas of work
remains very limited, and is an ongoing worry for myself and many others who
bear the responsibility of leadership.

We are an ageing congregation and the recent deaths of many members is a
reminder of that.  In the last few months we have all been deeply saddened by
the loss of those who had become dear friends. We are seeking to care for a
rising number of members who are ill or housebound with a diminishing number
of those who are fit enough to offer care or give transport. That is a situation
that on present trends will only get worse. We also face a challenge in terms
of our provision of children’s work on Sunday mornings at a time when other
areas of work with children and young people during the week are expanding.
On a more positive note we continue to generously support those in Kenya,
and give a good proportion of our income to other causes. We are also blessed
with two sets of premises that are now in very good condition, with the complete
refurbishment and improvement of the toilets and disabled provision/access at
WR and work on longstanding problems with the flooring etc at QP soon to
begin.

So a mixed picture as we face a further period of uncertainty and change.  But
may I publicly thank again all those who work so hard day by day and week by
week to do so much good work in the name of Jesus; as we together seek to
build his kingdom ‘ on earth as it is in heaven’.

David Bagwell
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