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Forward

Please find, within these pages, a pen picture
of the life of our church. The individual reports
outline the struggles and successes of the
various Groups within its walls at its two sites,
and the contribution they make to the society
in which we live. If you have been challenged
to make a further contribution to any of the
activities, or wish to seek further information
for any Group please feel free to contact the
leader identified at the bottom of each.
Contact details can be found in the
information sheets situated at the front of
each church building, or in the church
directory.

Our thanks go to all those who have
contributed in any way to the life of our church
during the past year.
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Minister
In many ways this has been a frustrating year, as the departure of Julie Swann
our Worker with Families and Children in April 2018, put on hold many of the
exciting plans that we had ready. Instead we had to focus on finding a suitable
replacement, a process that proved more time consuming and difficult than we
were expecting: and through it all sustaining the good things that were already
in place. Eventually an appointment was made, and we were delighted to
welcome Matilda Kawadza to start work with us in January 2019. My thanks to
all those who helped run the key work with families and children on both sites
during this period. With the exception of ALF at WR we were able to ‘keep going’
and indeed grow and develop aspects of this work during this period.
Another (ongoing) frustration has been the lack of engagement with the
ecumenical work in Billericay, to which I am personally committed. With a few
notable exceptions there seems to be little interest in working and worshipping
alongside other Christians in the town, and this despite a lively pattern of events
organised by Churches Together, and very good relationships between the
leaders of the main churches in the town. This is for me a missed opportunity
to both serve and be blessed.

Another key area where we are under represented as a church is at circuit level,
and this may prove significant if and when discussions are held about future
patterns of paid ministry across the area in years to come. At District / cross
circuit level I am actively involved in the (Benfleet) Worship Academy which
feeds into my role as Local Preachers Tutor in which I support two of our
members who are in training.  I have, though, had to step back from a number
of other District roles in the last year. There are only so many hours in a day.
The representational aspect of my work has grown this year, as I have added
the governorship of a local school (Ingrave Johnston), offering links to their
Open the Book assemblies, and possible future community garden family and
children events. I serve as a Trustee with our Contact Centre, and with Schools
Ministry Billericay as they expand their work to include schools pastors at local
secondary schools(s), and I have enjoyed helping not only with assemblies and
festivals, but with their programme of ‘Walk through the Bible’ lessons at various
primary schools. Finally I serve on the management committee for the
uniformed groups that meet at WR, usually leading the parade services that
take place 5 times a year.

We are, as most churches, an ageing congregation and this is being
increasingly felt as some have had to step down from their previous level of
responsibility.  Sadly this is also true of those who are younger and fitter but
whose growing work and family commitments mean that they cannot (offer to)
do what they previously did. Having moved north I particularly miss the support
of Rod Moxley, and our pastoral oversight is weaker than it was despite the
constant efforts of Lyn Bowditch and Elizabeth Hardy and all those pastoral
workers who day by day and week by week keep in touch with those in need.
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I remain hopeful that our remaining small groups may fill some of these pastoral
gaps, as and when I find the time to talk with them further about our annual
theme, ‘Following Jesus Together’ to which there has been only a limited
response so far.

There isn’t the space to deal with the important work of the Publicity Group that
I currently chair, or the increasing role of the Congregational Meetings at both
sites in worship planning. The administrative load on the church grows
exponentially with huge amounts of time and effort needed by me and others
to deal with GDPR and an unwieldy ‘Methodist Bureaucracy’. I am deeply
indebted to Liz Read for stepping up to be our Safeguarding Officer, and to the
Church Stewards and key church officers who share the burden of leadership
with me, and to my wife Ann who offers her time, care and expertise in so many
ways to support the wider church and me in particular.

David Bagwell

Stewards
The current stewards team consists of eight church members, four from each
site together with an invitation to the children’s and family worker to attend when
she has any item that needs discussion. We meet together with our minister,
generally, on a monthly basis alternating between Western Road and Queens
Park. The stewards also put in attendance at various church committees during
the year such as Pastoral, Property, Finance, Publicity.

During the early part of the year we sadly said ‘goodbye’ to Julie Swann, our
Children’s and Family worker, and looked forward to seeking a replacement.
This took longer than we had hoped but we are all pleased to welcome Matilda
to take on that role and commend her to your prayers and support as she begins
this work on both sites. Our thanks go to those members who stepped in to
keep these activities running during that nine month gap.

Four little letters took up a great deal of time over the year. These were GDPR.
Compliance with these new regulations and the protection of sensitive personal
data all created more work for the stewards and other members of the
congregation. Thankfully that is now all set up and we can move forward. Out
thanks for the help and patience offered by many in the church. Alongside that
was the production of a new directory and the needs to meet these new
regulations.

A church together day was organised with the new theme of ‘Following Jesus
together’. The day started with a big Big Breakfast at Queens Park before
moving to Western road for teaching and discussions. Our thanks for the team
at Queens Park who fed the enlarged Big Breakfast and those involved in
preparation and refreshments at Western Road.
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Planning and ensuring the church on both sites can function effectively in all
aspects of our work and witness takes up a deal of our time. Our thanks to all
who give freely of their time and talents making sure these activities continue.
This includes those people, both individuals and groups, who are willing to lead
LA’s on certain Sundays through the year – a practical application of our
‘Following Jesus together’.

The stewards team value your prayers and support as we seek to serve and
lead our church fellowship.

Rex, for the stewards.

Pastoral work
Pastoral work continues to play an integral role within our Church and with a
current membership of 163 we are committed to supporting the pastoral needs
of people in pain, loss and anxiety.  Sadly during the year we have mourned
the loss of 9 members and in April 2018 our then Worker with Families and
Children moved to Banbury and transferred her membership to another
Methodist Church. Additionally there are now 77 listed adherents currently
worshipping with us on a regular basis.

In November 2018 the Church was very pleased to appoint Matilda Kawadza
as our new Worker with Families and Children. Matilda started this very
important work in January 2019 and we very much look forward to working
alongside her.

Our cell/home groups have now reduced to 7 as the two Follow Me groups
have completed their studies for the time being and currently the Youth Cell
Group is not meeting. These 7 groups continue to meet regularly to serve a
combined role of friendship, mutual support and discipleship. Currently, these
groups are attended by an overall membership of approximately 65 people
providing fellowship and support by keeping in regular contact with each other.
They remain an integral part of our pastoral care.   Similarly we have a number
of pastoral visitors who continue to visit folk on a regular basis and we are
indebted to these visitors for the care and comfort they bring to those they visit.

Alongside these arrangements there is continuing pastoral support from the
Ministry Team who meet regularly to ensure that people in need are visited as
soon as possible either at home or in hospital.  The Minister, our Worker with
Families and Children and Pastoral Assistants, Rod Moxley and Elizabeth
Hardy, have mainly undertakes these visits. However In September of this year
Rod Moxley and his family moved to Harrogate. Rod has been a much valued
and integral part of the pastoral team and made many pastoral visits during his
time as Pastoral Assistant. Those visits which were very much enjoyed by those
he spent time with will be very much missed and if there is anyone who would
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like to consider becoming a Pastoral Visitor please could they contact me as
there are folk who would welcome an occasional home visit.

Prayer support is also provided in many ways including through the Prayer
Chains, by Pastoral Visitors and cell/home groups and through the weekly
Prayer Meeting which takes place at Queens Park every Sunday morning from
9.45am – 10.15am and provides a time of prayer and quiet reflection before
the morning service. On the second Sunday in the month there is also a Prayer
Breakfast at Queens Park which links into the prayer time before the morning
service.

The Ministry Team would like to thank all the people who decorate both
churches with beautiful flower arrangements each week. These arrangements
are appreciated by us all every Sunday and bring particular joy to those who
receive them later in the week, some of whom are unwell, unhappy or bereaved.
To know that they have been remembered in times of difficulty gives them great
comfort.

We also keep details of next of kin for people living alone so that in an
emergency we have an agreed person to contact. This information is
confidential, kept in a locked filing cabinet and is only accessible to the stewards
and the pastoral team.

During Lent this year Cell/Home groups were given the opportunity to study the
final part of Follow Me – Mark and the Early Church and as in previous years
a single Evening Service, including a Fish and Chip Supper and Holy
Communion, was held at Western Road on Maundy Thursday.

Christmas celebrations included carol singing at St Mary Magdalen at the
annual Billericay Christmas Market, a Parade and Toy Service at Western Road,
Carol Services on both sites, a Messy Church Christingle at Queens Park and
two further Christingles at Western Road on Saturday, 22nd December.

On Christmas Day services were held on both sites and afterwards a Christmas
lunch, was held at Emmanuel Church in Laindon Road.  A total of approximately
90 people sat down to a Christmas dinner with all the trimmings and afterwards
guests were presented with a gift. Everyone had a wonderful time.

Rev David Bagwell, accompanied by Pastoral Visitors, made a number of visits
to housebound people during the weeks prior to Easter and Christmas 2018.
These visits are a great source of comfort to those visited enabling them to
receive Holy Communion in their place of residence.

Pastoral letters continue to be written on a regular basis and the main focus for
this year’s letters has been on the new General Date Protection Regulations
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(GDPR) which came into force in May 2018.  These Regulations seek to protect
personal details from unlawful use whilst still allowing for a workable framework
for the Church to hold information that will enable it to fulfil its stated aims and
objectives.  Individual letters were sent to members and adherents explaining
the approach being taken. Two consent forms were attached, the first to be
completed to ensure that the information held on the pastoral list is accurate
and the second, a Church Directory Consent form, to be completed by those
willing to be included in the next Church Directory due to be issued in February
2019.

Covenant Services were held on both sites and at Herongate in the month of
January 2018.

On September 29th a Together Day was held across both sites beginning with
a Big Breakfast at Queens Park and followed by study sessions and lunch at
Western Road. The main focus was on small groups and the important role
they play in the pastoral and spiritual care of those who participate.

Sunday lunches continue to take place on the first Sunday of each month at a
local pub and have become a very popular and well attended event.

On Sunday, 28th October, a special service was held at Queens Park to
remember and give thanks for all those loved ones who have died.

During the year there were two infant baptisms at Western Road. Amanda
Hogan has now taken over as First Steps Coordinator and we thank her for the
warm welcome she extends to the families and children coming for Baptism.

Street Pastors continue to patrol the High Street on Friday and Saturday
evenings offering care and support to those in need. A number of street pastors
are now involved from our own Church and if anyone else would like to join
them they would be very welcome.  School Pastors have recently been
introduced and currently work in the area around Billericay School during the
lunchtime with a view to extending this to include further support at the end of
the school day sometime in the future.

Lyn Bowditch   Pastoral Secretary

Communion Stewards
The team of Communion Stewards at Western Road for 2018 consisted of Pam
Cottrell at 8.00am, Vince and Maureen Loss, Brenda Brothers and Lyn Bowditch
at 10.00am and Janet Everitt and Diane Mookherjee at 6.30pm.
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We are very grateful to the current stewards for their continued dedication and
support and if anyone else would like to join us they would be most welcome.
If you feel that you could serve as a Communion Steward please contact me.
I would love to hear from you.

The average number of communicants for the various services that took place
from January 1st to December 31st 2018 was as follows: -

Western Road
8.00am   8
10.00am 60
6.30pm 15
Maundy Thursday 76

Queens Park
11.00am 50

Thank you to all the Stewards for the dedicated way in which they continue to
serve The Lord.

Lyn Bowditch

Prayer Chain
Paul in his letter to the Ephesians writes “Do all this in prayer, asking for God's
help. Pray on every occasion, as the Spirit leads. For this reason, keep alert
and never give up; pray always for all God's people.”

Through our Church Prayer Chains, we have the privilege bringing many people
and situations to our Loving God. In the past year, as in former years, this has
been a great source of comfort and support for those we have been holding in
prayer.

Thank you all for your loyal and dedicated support of this important part of our
Church life.

Geraldine Hanton.
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Finance
The key elements of income and expenditure relating to the running of our
Churches at Western Road and Queens Park are as follows:

                  Cash Flow
2016/17   2017/18    2018/19

Actual Actual Budget
Income               £’000   £’000  £’000
Offertories including one off donations      90.9       92.7 84.2
WR Toilet Upgrade donations        15.7         1.5       0
Youth and Children’s Work           1.0         0.9       0.7
Tax Recoveries (including Toilet Upgrade donations)   25.3       22.3     21.0
Property Grants            26.5       13.5     10.0
Use of Premises           42.5       45.7     46.0
Interest     0.4         0.4 0.6

202.3     177.0 162.5
Expenditure
Circuit Contribution 101.0     101.0   101.0
Youth and Children’s Work           0.9           0.3       2.0
Property/ Maintenance/Insurance       46.5       56.7     53.2
WR Toilet Upgrade           72.1         1.4       0.0
WR Hall Partition replace           0         0 13.0
Signs/Publicity              5.0         2.2       0.5
Donations including SMB           6.4         4.2       5.0
Miscellaneous     5.9        -1.1       9.7

237.8     164.7 184.4

Net Cash Flow -35.5       12.3 -21.9

Year End Bank Balance  97.7     110.0 88.1

We finished the year ended 31 August 2018 with £12.3k extra in our accounts.
However, when adjusted by the £13.5k grant received from Veolia in Sept 2017
and the £3.9k we are temporarily holding for Billericay Child Contact Centre,
we used £5.1K from our reserves.  This was slightly better than the £6.7K deficit
which we forecast in last years’ report, and was mainly as a result of increased
regular giving by members and income from those who use our premises.

Rev David Bagwell has asked that we continue to look at the proportion of our
income which we give away in £’000:

        2016/17   2017/18
Offertories and One-off Donations                  106.6    94.2
Tax (Gift Aid) claimed                  25.3    22.3
Funds raised and given away                16.1    23.3
Film Nights, Charity Lunches & others    7.3            4.9
Total Raised 155.3         144.7
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                  2016/17   2017/18
Donations from our regular giving                  6.4          4.2
Funds raised and given away                              16.1   23.3
Film Nights, Charity Lunches & others   7.3     4.9
Total Given Away 29.8   32.4

PERCENTAGE OF FUNDS GIVEN AWAY = 22.4%
(2016/16 19.2%, 2015/16 14.0%, 2014/15 15.5% and 2013/14 £12.9%)

Going forward our budget projection for the current year (2018/19) shows a
forecast deficit of £21.9K, due mainly to members moving away, dying and
changed circumstances (for example retiring) and the £3.9k returned to Contact
Centre in Nov ‘18.  However £3K is the balance of the planned hall partition
replacement, towards which we hope to get a further grant and donations.  The
Finance Team have continued to look carefully at our current spending and
made cuts where possible.  Also in Autumn 2017 Rev David asked us all to
look at our giving both to the Church and beyond – this resulted in an increase
in regular giving by standing order at that time.  Finance and Church Council
will be looking in February 2019 at our financial position, with the possibility that
we may have to reduce our contribution to Circuit from September 2019, to
avoid us from taking a further £11.7K from our reserves in the financial year
2019/20.  The Charities Commission asks that we have at least 3 months
expenses in reserve at all times, and recommends 6 months as good practice
(£85.7K for the 2018/9 financial year).  Our Reserves Policy has a note added
that we have £10K ring-fenced within our accounts ‘to update the heating
systems at WR & boiler at QP within the next 2 years.’  Should we need to
replace the heating systems, without grants being received, our reserves would
fall below the recommended level.

The Finance Team would like to thank everyone for their generosity and
encouragement this year.

Lorraine Harris (Treasurer) and Maggie Kingston (Chair of Finance)

Kenya Partnership
2018 has been a busy and productive year for our Kenya Partnership, which,
with the support of our church family, has helped many of the poorest families
in the Mombasa area of Kenya.
We offer financial support in two main areas- to individual students who are
either orphans or from one-parent families, and to a community project in the
city.

Last year we sponsored 8 school-age children and one university student
undergoing a teacher-training course. We also paid the exam fees of a young
lady from Wesley Methodist church after she  had completed a catering course.
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A new “venture” in 2018 was to offer sponsorship to a large number of orphan
children at the Timboni infant school- www.underthemangotree.org - a charity
founded by our friend Rev. Charles Makonde.
A year’s school fees for each child is only £25. Twenty members + a couple of
church groups took up the challenge of supporting one or more children. We
hope they will continue this support in the coming years.

A large part of our energies and resources has been to fund projects connected
to The Grace Community Centre, where, for a number of years, we have run
food parcels appeals at Christmas & Easter for families at the Mwakirungi
dump-site on the outskirts of Mombasa.

Sadly, we heard that our friend Rev. Pius Kagwi, was taken ill whilst distributing
goods during Christmas 2017. His son, Sammy- also a Methodist Minister-
immediately took over the running of the Centre, has continued this work and
initiated new projects too.  We have channelled much of our resources into
Sammy’s vision to create an eco-village, ultimately to enable the dump-site
families to become self-sufficient. The establishment of this is well under-way.
We have received a number of specific donations from groups within the church,
and these have funded work within the Grace Centre itself.
Meanwhile, Pius has battled through a year of surgery, chemotherapy &
radiotherapy and is now recovering at home. Health-care provision in Kenya is
very rudimentary and, after making a special appeal to the church family,
donations poured in, which have paid for most of Pius’ chemotherapy treatment.

For all the support we have received, we are extremely grateful. Please keep
up the good work as we can’t do it without you. All the money we send- except
for a small donation from church funds- comes from individual donations.
If you don’t know much about our work, we’d love to chat to you, so please ask.

The Kenya Support group- David W., Maggie K., Heather A., Geraldine H. and
Pam C.

Child Contact Centre
Just to give you some statistics We have had a busy year this year and since
last September we have had 40 children attend our centre - a total of 23 families.
Two of our families attending require the aid of a guardian awarded by the court.
However, two of our families this year have been with us before, and  this, I
feel, is often due to the lack of help available to families moving on, and. leaves
them to sort out their own child arrangements which is often fraught with
problems, especially when communication between the parties has broken
down or there is a non molestation or prohibitive steps order in place. Also
solicitors are used less and less as mediators where in the past they could
usual help get the child arrangement programme implemented successfully.
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I am also finding some parents are not taking the Child Arrangement
Programme seriously and just don’t bother to turn up. This leaves the non
resident parent which the choice of going back to court or giving up.

Our numbers increased during the spring and by the summer we were full.  We
have, however,  been able to move a few families on now so numbers are going
down again. There are several families on our waiting list and I sent out 10
referrals to new enquiries last week alone.

Along side the usual phone calls and emails it has been a busy year. I attended
a training session in Hertfordshire in Feb in relation to the new GDPR
regulations which took effect from 25th May and I also attended co-ordinator’s
refresher training in Nottingham.  In June, I was assessed as part of my usual
re assessment which NACCC carries out every 3yrs. This involved David taking
a day off work to go through all the policies and he kindly updated them all, I
also had to submit our accounts and other documents and tick lots of boxes.
Thankfully the assessor was lovely and very supportive and we passed our
re-accreditation which thankfully does not need to be done again for another 3
years.  I also organised 2 training sessions for volunteers one First Aid course
in April run by the Red Cross and 15 people attended and in September I
organised and ran a training session to cover Safeguarding (which has to be
covered every year) Parental alienation, and pre visits, thank you to all those
who gave up their time to attend.

Sadly, we have had to say goodbye to 3 of our volunteers Pat and David Crabb
have been volunteering since the start for 22years and Pat designed our logo
which we still use on all our stationary. Also Lydia is moving to London so is
unable to volunteer any more. We are still using the evaluation forms which
she helped design. We are always on the lookout for new volunteers to join our
team.

Sadly another Contact centre in Essex has closed leaving just myself Colchester
Harlow and Westcliffe open. Witham closed in July and I have one family
transferred from them.

Funding has been agreed with CAFCASS and I can now apply for another
£1500 from them, once we are sure our bank account is active.  I have also
applied to several other organisations for funding but as yet have not heard
from any of them in a positive way.

Feedback from some parents have been positive and the feedback received
without using our standard evaluation forms have been the best.  I sent one
such feedback to NACCC and they want to feature our Contact centre in their
next magazine. I have to send them some photos which I will do soon.  I will
get the positive comments printed out and laminated for our notice board and
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also use them on our website when I finally get around to getting the website
up and running.

All your prayer support is much appreciated
Ruth Stevenson (co-ordinator)

Billericay Methodist Pre-School
There are 36 children with 8 permanent members of staff and 1 bank staff
member at present.  We were lower on numbers up until July 2018, but have
since had more children join and now we are full on a Tuesday and Thursday
and almost full on a Monday and Wednesday, which is great news.

Each term the children take part in a special event, an Easter Parade, Sports
morning and our Nativity, these were fully supported by parents, friends and
family.

Our parent representatives on the Committee have been busy organising fund
raising events which have included Afternoon teas, Teddy Bears Picnic,
sponsored Singathon and cake sales.  This has enabled us to renew the crash
mats around the climbing frame, these are also used by the Contact Centre
and Toddler groups and we thank the Toddler groups for their kind donation
towards the mats.

The older children have been on visits to the High Street to get books from the
Library, to buy snack and to post letters home.  They have been on visits to
Quilters school to help them prepare for the transition to school.

Each morning the children enjoy painting, playing with sand and water, making
wonderful creations out of boxes, singing, phonics, playing in the garden, but
most importantly they make friends and learn how to share, preparing them for
the big adventure of starting school.

Gill Turnbull   Manager

Mini-ALF and  ALF
Our two Sunday morning children’s groups unfortunately ceased to meet
regularly after July as we no longer had enough leaders to make the groups
viable.

I would like to thank Pam and Mike Tuggey for all their support in helping to run
Mini ALF over the years and for agreeing to postpone their retirement to run
Mini-ALF for a final time in November and December, 2018. I know the children
who attended their sessions loved the activities they had planned.
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Our new Family Worker, Matilda, is now set to take over Sunday morning
children’s work.
A huge thank you to all the many people who have helped with ALF and Mini
ALF over the years, particularly Gill Rogers.

Heather Blunt

Inters
Inters continues to meet on a Friday evening, during school term time only,
between 6.15 and 7.30pm.  Numbers average 45-50 each week, taking School
Years 3 to 7 (ages 7 to 12).

The range of activities includes crafts, games machines, table-tennis, table
football, snooker, darts, 5-A-side football and new this year dodge-ball.  There
is always a queue for the games and several teams entering the football
(including the girls).  With Rock Solid we raised £106 for Children in Need, £70
for Sport Relief and £75 for Action for Children this year by donating the night’s
entrance and sweets money.

We have a prayer time together each week including many prayer requests by
the youngsters, along with a 5 minute ‘God slot’ which we try to make fun.

Special thanks to all the young people who help, especially Spencer, Brett,
Sam, Troy, Max, Nathan & Leo who come most weeks.  We have a weekly rota
of at least 5 adults (6 is better when possible), but are blessed to have our
young helpers who make our evening so much more enjoyable.

We had food and a disco at the end of each term, very chaotic, but enjoyed by
all.  It’s funny how more arrive on these evenings than normal!

We were sad to say goodbye to Julie Swann in March – she was a blessing
with her enthusiasm, new ideas and love for our Lord.    We miss her very much!
We are however excited to welcome our new Family Worker Matilda Kawadza
to our team from January 2019.

Although hard work, as leaders we feel privileged to be offering our time to
these young people, and hope that it may open their eyes to the love of God.
If anyone would like to drop in on a Friday evening, just to observe, or to help
in any way, then you will be most welcome.  If you could offer to join our rota,
or occasional cover list that would be brilliant!

Lorraine & all the Team
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Inters Extra
Inters Extra meets after Inters on the 3rd Friday in the months. We have 14
children who regularly attend and a short waiting list of children who would like
to attend. Inters Extra is aimed at children in Year 6- 9 and last 45 minutes. The
session starts with a snack and the young people sharing their ‘Good week/bad
week.’ We then have a short ‘God slot’ where we look at a Bible verse or aspect
of being a Christian. We finish the session with a game. Hide and Seek in the
church is the popular choice at the moment!

The children enjoyed a Christmas Party in December where they made mince
pies, played games and sat together for a pizza meal. We are making pancakes
in February.

We feel incredibly privileged to have such a group of committed, caring and
motivated young people in our group. Thank you to all the parents for their
support in making this happen.

Heather Blunt and Pam Atkinson

Inters – Rock Solid
Rock Solid continues to grow, with 10 youngsters joining us from Inters in
September 2018 as they moved up to Year 8 (Second Year Senior) - we now
have an average of 20-25 each time.  The evening runs from 7.30 until 9pm on
the second and fourth Fridays.

We start with free time to chill, chat or use the games equipment (football, table
tennis, pool, Wii etc).  After a break for food (pizza, hot dogs, or the like) there
are team games or challenges and then we get together in the Church to think
about an aspect of the Christian faith and how it relates to our lives as young
people today.  We end with an “all together” game.

With Julie moving away, we were delighted to welcome Beccy Carpenter to
lead our team.

Beccy, Lorraine & the Rock Solid Team

Sound Recording Team
If you have read this report and it sounds familiar it is because it is the same
as previous reports. We continue to be served by the same team as the last 5
years plus.

I thank David W and Brian for their efforts during the morning services together
with David A and David R for the evening services and also  funeral services.
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We need someone else’s input. You only need to be able to climb  the stairs
and you do not need to be named David !! Please let me know if you can help.

Vic Hare

Property
The major property expenditures for 2018 were at the Christian Link, Queens
Park building. These were:
�  Repairs to further sections of the flooring over ducting in the corridor

 and in the upstairs room.
�  Replacement of all of the uplighters in the main hall to improve

 reliability and performance.
Both items of work were carried out during the summer holiday period when
use of the premises was less than normal.

The major property expenditure for 2019 will be replacement of the moveable
partition wall in the Main Hall at the Western Road site. The existing wall is over
20 years old and is becoming more difficult to operate and maintain. The budget
estimate for the project is £15,000, although it is hoped that the final cost will
be less than this. The Veolia Environmental Trust has agreed to provide a grant
of £10,000 towards the project.

The property stewards continue to carry out necessary decorating and repair
to the Church properties. Our thanks go to all those who help with maintenance
tasks, whether regularly or occasionally. Anyone willing to contribute a few
hours of their time, either on Saturday work mornings at Western Road
(normally 1st and 3rd of the month), for periodic work days at Queens Park or
during holiday period ‘work weeks’ will be very welcome. Support from
volunteers allows more jobs to be carried out ‘in house’ and helps to reduce
our maintenance costs and leaves more of the Property Budget available for
improvement projects.

Ken Cowell (Property Committee Secretary)

Music Team
The Music Team at Western Road have faithfully continued to support worship
at services throughout the year. Many thanks are due to Pam Cottrell, Gordon
Reynolds, Paul Hawkins, Ben Hawkins, Liz Perry, Paul Conroy and Rex Kemp
who have led or assisted with our music ministry during the year.

Please continue to support our musicians with your prayers and proactive
encouragement as they continue to give the best of their talents to enhance
our worship and to serve Christ and His Church in Billericay.

Mike Hawkins
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Printing
The weekly printing task for both the Western Road and Queens Park Churches
is carried out by a loyal group including myself, Ann Bagwell, Geoff  Forward
and last but not least, David Westcott. We have a rota which is drawn up to
allocate at least one of the jolly printers each week of the year to ensure that
the Church Notices are always ready for use on the following Sunday at both
centres. Other ‘on demand’ printing is also processed as and when required.
The printing is usually carried out every Friday afternoon which is the latest
‘accept’ time for any particular week.

Despite the regular appeals for new volunteers  to swell the printing team  size,
we still remain a group of four which on occasions such as sickness, holidays
etc, is not sufficient to cover and contingency action has to be taken. The task
of printing isn’t to onerous and if anyone would like to volunteer, they would be
very welcome.

David Gladstone

Flowers
Thank you to all those who continue to support the flower fund by way of
contributions, as well as the team of ladies willing to arrange the flowers on a
regular basis. We are always willing to help anyone wishing to arrange flowers
with advice or are happy with anyone wanting to provide and arrange simply
in a vase, please contact me.

We had one wedding and one memorial service over the last year.

Janet Hibberd

Monday Toddlers
Our numbers have been quite good since September. We have a lot of regulars
but attendance can be erratic owing to children’s illnesses or mum’s work
patterns. We would like to thank Church members for coming to the aid of Sue
and me when we lost Val Lock. Mo, Lorraine and Renee have helped regularly
plus help from Vince, Mike and Ken with setting up. We are grateful to Matilda
for alternating weeks with ‘Little Sparrows’ . There is a lovely friendly
atmosphere which makes the afternoon enjoyable for all.

Margaret Cowell, Sue Hawkins, Mo Loss, Renee Moss and Lorraine Harris

Tuesday Toddlers
We have continued to provide a safe and friendly place for young children and
their carers every Tuesday afternoon in term time.  Our numbers have varied,
we are much busier in the winter than the summer, and of course we lose our
older children to school each September.
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Quite a few of our carers are grandparents looking after their grandchildren and
we also have some dads and some paid nannies who come as well as the
mums.  Plenty of biscuits are eaten with the tea, coffee and squash and of
course lots of chat and most weeks we sing.

At Easter, Harvest and Christmas we all go into a church for a very brief service.

We were sorry to lose Julie last Easter, but are now very pleased to welcome
Matilda.

Sue Ball, Beryl Greenway, Brenda Moore and Susan Cooke

6th Billericay Scout Group Leader
As reported separately by the Beaver, Cub and Scout sections our 53nd year
in existence went extremely well, building on the success of the previous 52.
Our total membership has remained lower than the peak of a few years ago,
however this was as a result of changing leadership in two of the sections and
to allow the new Beaver leadership team to find their feet. I expect our overall
numbers to increase during 2019.

During the year the Scout Troop said goodbye to Anne after nearly 20 years
with the Troop What you may not know is that Anne started with the Group as
a helper with the Beavers as part of her Duke of Edinburgh award, she
celebrated her 18 Birthday by becoming a Beaver Leader and also worked with
the Cub section for a number of years before moving to the Troop in 2001. I
echo Daniels tribute to her service to the Group as a whole. The Leadership
team at the Troop have adapted well and the troop is doing very well.

Having started the Cassini Cub pack six years ago, Vicki stepped down from
a regular leadership role at Christmas. She will continue to help with Scouting
at 6th Billericay but not on a weekly basis. Having built up and trained a very
good team of leaders she has handed the Pack over to them and they are rising
to the challenge very well.

I am extremely proud of the number of Explorer Scout Young Leaders we have
at 6th Billericay; these are 14 to 18 years olds who are keen to learn the skills
of leadership prior to (hopefully) becoming adult leaders when they reach 18.
The Beavers, Cubs and Scouts relate to the Young Leaders and it’s a pleasure
to see them share their experiences and pass on some of their skills to the
young people.

For the fifth year in succession a team of leaders from the Group entered the
Essex County Scout Marathon walking competition managing a very creditable
3rd place in the experienced adult class.
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The sections note their successes and achievements during the year, and I am
extremely proud to be the Group Scout Leader of an amazing group of young
people, leaders and young leaders. Louise Clarke and Louise Fail have
completed their fund raising ahead of their trip of a lifetime to America this
summer to attend the World Scout Jamboree. They are both Young Leaders
(with the Beavers and Cubs) and I look forward to the evenings they plan to
run on their return to share some of their trip with the Group. Thank you on their
behalf to anyone who has attended one of their fund-raising events or put money
in their buckets at one of the numerous bag packing sessions at local
supermarkets.

To conclude I would like to thank the parents who have helped in any way
during the year, the Executive Committee members and of course the Church
for its continued support. A special thanks to Kerry who combines her leader
role at Mercury with assisting me as Group Scout Leader.

Stephen Clarke – Group Scout Leader

6th Billericay Apollo Beaver Scouts
For the majority of 2018 we have had 16 Beavers in our colony. We ran indoor
activities between January 2018 and Easter 2018. During this time the Beavers
achieved their Space and International badges and started work on their Safety
and Adventure badges. They learnt the location of the planets, made alien
masks, launched balloon rockets and tasted astronaut food. They made an
African drum, learnt greetings and made flags from other countries. We also
had a Winter Olympics week, during which they played balloon ice hockey and
soap bar curling.

After Easter we worked on their Safety Badge. We went for a walk to practise
the Green Cross code. We had a visit from a local Policeman and ran games
teaching them about water and fire safety.

From May onwards we were outside pretty much every week. During this time
we were working on the Adventure and Outdoor badges. We went to the
Climbing wall at the 1st Wickford Scout Hut. We went to Thriftwood for Go
Karting and the Cresta Run. We went to Norseywoods for den building and
wildlife spotting. We learnt to use a compass and followed a treasure hunt
through Mill Meadows and followed a Geo Cache route behind Scrub Rise.
Many of the Beavers attended a fun day and went canoeing. We ended the
summer term with a trip to Barleylands.

After returning from the summer holidays we remained outside for the first half
term. We followed the Billericay art trail, had a chip tasting walk through the
high street and visited Hanningfields Reservoir and Kingston Ridge. During this
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time the Beavers also completed their gardening and personal challenge
badges.

Once the evenings become darker we went back into the hall. We had a
fireworks night and the Beavers very much enjoyed achieving their experiment
badge. We had a night of Christmas crafts and a great Christmas party as well
as a trip to Hollywood Bowl. Many of the Beavers also attended the District
Craft day and district Cinema trip.

Elvie.

6th Billericay Mercury Cub Scout Pack
The second half of Spring term of 2018 the cubs undertook their entertainer
badge and we had a visitor who showed the cubs how to “speed stack”. We
had a badge evening where the cubs returned their physical recreation badge
and home help badge.
We attended Thriftwood for pedal cars and cresta run and joined in the group
bowling evening at Hollywood bowl.

The summer term saw us getting out a lot, we went to Norsey Woods, played
quick cricket at the local green, did canoeing at Barleylands and shooting at
3rd Billericay, we also had a wide game at Lake Meadows. Whilst we were in
the hall we worked on our navigator badge and had a Guinness World Records
night. We also attended Partymanworld with the group.

We took a large number of cubs to Gilwell for the annual fun day out and
participated in an Olympics day organised by the district which earned cubs
their athletics badge. Time on the Water and paddle sports badges were earned
by those who attended the canoeing weekend organised by the district.

We enjoyed a weekend camp at Kingston Ridge in July. Activities enjoyed by
the cubs included archery, climbing, zip wire, assault course, backwoods
cooking and traditional scouting skills.

Autumn term arrived; we undertook our book reader badge and our skills
challenge badge. We had sparklers on bonfire night and made some Christmas
decorations. We asked the cubs to donate to the church collection for the
women’s refuge, which the majority of them did.

The District Christmas outing this year was an evening at Partymanworld, which
most of the Cubs attended and had a fantastic time.

2019 arrived and we decided to undertake the home safety badge, world
challenge badge and an international themed evening by celebrating Chinese
new year. We are also attempting the Essex 100 challenge badge.
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Mercury is currently at 21 Cubs, 6 adult leaders and 1 young leader. Finally
since last year’s report, 5 more cubs have achieved their Chief Scout Silver
Award.

Thank you to everyone who has helped over the past year and to those who
will be helping in the future.

Kerry Munn    Cub Scout Leader

6th Billericay Cassini Cub Scout Pack
The Cassini Cub pack has now completed its 6th year and during 2018 we
continued to enjoy adventurous activities including;
Mega camp,  Christmas camp at Belchamps where some obtained their skills
challenge badge,  Norsey Woods open day (raised over £150), den building,
Naturist badge, Duxford airfield trip,  ice skating,  canoeing , Halloween hike,
astronomers badge.

We were very grateful to the 4  leaders who attend pack meetings every week
and to all of the help and support we have received from the parents.

Vicki Andreetti  has now left the Pack after 5 years and I have taken over as
from Jan 2019.

We have lots planned for 2019 and aim to continue to offer adventurous
activities for the cubs to enjoy. We currently start with 14 cubs.

Angela Crucefix  (CSL from Jan 2019)

6th Billericay Tornado Scout Troop
This last year has been a busy one for the Scout section, at the end of 2017
we found out that two of our Scouts had been selected to attend the World
Scout Jamboree in North America in July 2019. Therefore, this year we have
held a number of fundraising activities to help them on their way. You may have
seen them bag packing in Iceland, or at the plant sale in the HIgh Street, to
name just a couple of the fund raising activities they did. We hope that they
both make the most of this opportunity.

Over the summer, we attended the district Scout camp in Belgium, as part of
a contingent of about 80 Scouts, Explorer Scouts and Leaders. While there the
Scouts paid their respects at the Tyne Cot Military Cemetery near Ypres, where
a wreath was laid. Other activities during the camp included a trips to the beach,
Plopsaland de Panne, a hike to Loppem Castle, a day of water activities, and
too many other things to list here in full.

Other district events that we have taken part in over the last year, include trips



23

to PatryMan World, Base Jump and swimming at Riverside.

The Scouts have worked hard during the year and have earned many badges,
including Emergancy Aid, Fire Safety, Hobbies, canoeing. This culminated in
the three of the Scouts being awarded the Chief Scout,s Gold Award, this is
the highest award you can get as a Scout.

The summer also marked the retirement of Anne as our Scout Leader, she has
been with the troop for nearly 20 years in a leadership capacity and is a big
loss. Over the last 20 years, the troop has grown in size and strength, which is
testament to her leadership during this period. She will continue to be involved
with Scouts just in a different capacity.

Daniel

2nd Chantry Rainbows
The leadership of the unit has remained the same since my last report a year
ago.  The current leaders are:   Maxine Bloom,  Helena Chiappe,  Sophie Nye,
assistant leader and Emma Samuelson, young leader.

Sadly, family commitments have led me to decide that I will step down as leader
of the unit in July, however we will be actively recruiting a replacement .

The number of girls in the unit currently stands at 15.  Seven new girls joined
the unit over the past year.  Six girls moved up to Brownies, with five moving
to units that meet at the Billericay Methodist Church hall.

Girlguiding implemented a new programme in September 2018, which we have
adopted and have been ‘learning as we go’.  I have attached a pamphlet that
explains our new programme.  As always, the new programme is designed to
expand understanding of the world, develop confidence and understanding of
Girlguiding values.

We also played games and undertook activities to help the girls understand
and fulfil the Rainbow Promise (to think about their beliefs and to be kind and
helpful).  For example, the girls played games where they gave their views on
moral dilemmas and were asked to record instances of being kind and helpful
over a week and then report back.

The girls are encouraged to participate in the decision making for the unit (as
appropriate for their age group of 5-7 year olds).  They are regularly provided
with choices about activities and vote to decide which to do.

We hold a fire drill each term to ensure the girls are practiced at exiting the hall
by different routes, should the need arise.
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In September I set up a direct debit to the Church to ensure that we make
regular and increased payments (payments are made quarterly), with an annual
donation of £150 (previously we donated £50 per year.  We appreciate that this
is still far from a market rate, but we are limited in what we can contribute by
the small size of our unit and our desire to keep subscription fees low, so that
cost is not a barrier to girls participating in our unit.  The unit is very grateful for
the continued support of the Billericay Methodist Church.

Helena Chiappe  Leader

3RD Chantry Brownies (Tuesday)
We have 14 Brownies at present and 4 adult leaders.

We attended the Billericay Division Thinking Day event at Mayflower School in
February, and  the girls enjoyed taking part in the many activities on offer.

We went to Brown Owl’s garden in July for a camp fire and toasted
marshmallows, which was enjoyed by all.

The girls have achieved many interest badges during the year;  including: World
Traveller (where they ‘visited’ France, Australia, Hawaii, China and Japan),
Hostess, Entertainer, Brownie Traditions and Artist.

In September the Brownie programme changed. There were new Handbooks
and Badge books and all new Badges to work for.  We have worked on our
Innovate stage two Skills Builder badge, which most of the girls achieved. Many
of the girls completed their Baking or Painting interest badges at home.  We
also completed over 4 hours of Unit Meeting Activities.

In October we took part in the Brownie Fun Day at Belchamps Scout camp site
with other girls from our County.  The girls tried out many activities including
human table football, crate stacking and the indoor climbing wall.

We took part in the Chantry District Christmas event in November and our
Brownies sang the ‘Merry Hula” which was good fun.

We had our Christmas party in December which was a great end to 2018.

In January we went to see ‘Mary Poppins Returns’ at the Odeon in Chelmsford,
it was a private screening for Girl guiding members, all those who went got a
special Mary’s Magic Movie Screening Badge.

Gill Turnbull  Brown Owl
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7th Chantry Brownies
We currently have 18 Brownies, and one fabulous Young Leader assisting
Sharon and I.

As a Unit we have started to do activities from the new Girlguiding Programme,
which has seen us have a visit to Thorndon Country Park, create Superhero's,
put on a show for our Entertainers badge, joined up with other units in the District
for singing and crafting.

Nicky

6th Chantry (Methodist) Guides – Wednesday, Western Rd, 7pm to 8.30pm
We continue to meet on a Wednesday night and help make the hall a lively
place along with the Scouts.  Although we have been a small unit for most of
the year the girls continue to have fun and make plenty of noise.

We’ve been working towards Annual Challenge badges with all girls gaining
their next badge.  We have completed several ‘Go-For-Its’, themed activities
which lead to a badge.  We also continue to enjoy evenings of cooking (which
has become almost civilised with lower numbers), craft activities, acting,
dancing and of course, playing games and making a lot of noise!

We’ve enjoyed several trips during the year including our annual Christmas
shopping and bowling trip to Southend and an activity evening in the summer
at Thriftwood.  In May we enjoyed a sunny (thankfully!) one night under canvas.
Girls got the opportunity to take part in more adventurous activities like high
ropes along with some team games, a gladiator challenge and treasure hunt.

Guides is for girls aged 10 – 14 years so if you know anyone that would like to
give Guides a go come and join us one evening.

Many thanks to those that have provided their continuing support during the
year.

Hazel Powling

Sunday Lunch Bunch
Sunday Lunch Bunchers began  in June 2017 and has been a regular feature
every 1st Sunday of each month when both Queens Park and Western Road
folk meet after Sunday service for a meal together at the Forge in Queens
Park.  It is mostly for those who would like company and would otherwise eat
alone, but not exclusively so, as we do have couples who will bring a neighbour
or friend who would otherwise be alone and may need transport.
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We usually have around 15  meet together for a meal, but at Christmas we had
a lovely time with a crowd of  21.

Please feel you could come and join us, and invite someone to come along
with you. It is a happy time together, and very reasonably priced!

Geraldine and Pam

Charity Lunches
Although these lunches are still proving popular from the customers’ point of
view we only managed to provide the usual ten in the year through my own
home group volunteering for four.

It is getting more and more difficult to ensure that these lunches continue to
happen on a regular basis through lack of volunteers to organise them.
.
During the year we supported Multiple Sclerosis Therapy, Chernobyl Children,
Prostate Cancer UK, Special Needs and Parents, the Scouts Jamboree Fund,
Transforming Lives for Good, Whitechapel Mission, the Harbour Club, Anvil
House, the Remus Horse Sanctuary and Schools Ministry and raised a total of
over £3,400.

Thank you to those who have organised these lunches for us over the year –
they are much appreciated by a good number of people, especially those living
on their own.

The future of these charity lunches will be discussed at the February Church
Council.

Janet Lee

Coffee & Craft
We have continued to organise Coffee & Craft in the church usually on the last
Friday morning of each month throughout the year.  The ladies who come are
generally young mums who also come to Toddlers or Pre-School, or who used
to be involved with these groups.  We provide two crafts, homemade cake and
coffee, toys for the young children and babies and time to chat.

During the past year we have tried flower arranging, card making, knitting,
origami, cake icing and many other crafts.

Our thanks to all those ladies who have shared their skills with us, to the cake
makers (especially Marguerite), and to Martin and Mike Wood who help us get
ready and pack up.  We are also grateful to the ladies who have helped us on
an occasional basis.
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We were very sorry to lose Julie, who had some amazing ideas and so much
energy to share, but we are pleased to welcome Matilda now, and look forward
to handing over the reins to her soon.

Sue Ball, Pam Cottrell, Marguerite Zucker and Brenda Moore

Men’s  Fellowship
Small in number but still enthusiastic, the Men’s Fellowship continues to thrive,
eight of us gathering on Friday afternoons  for a friendly  game of snooker and
tea-break discussion on  any subject anyone wishes to raise. We no longer
have sufficient numbers to organise the  structured competitions of former years
but nevertheless strive to improve our admittedly limited skills in ad hoc informal
games.

We are able to donate to Church funds but  our  small membership, and hence
revenue through subscriptions,  are regrettably no longer  sufficient to maintain
our former donations to local charities.

Membership is open to all including those from outside the church; any  man
who is retired or free on Friday afternoons is very welcome to join us, there is
no formality and certainly no proficiency on the snooker table required!

Geoff Forward   Secretary

Ladies' Leisure
The Ladies' Leisure group continues to meet on Thursday afternoons.
Sadly we have lost two more of our members recently - Jean Greenlees and
Pat Crisp - but they will never be forgotten as they were with us from the starting
of our group.

We play Scrabble and Rummikub - chat a lot - and we end with our "Quiet Time"
- some meaningful words and a prayer - read by one of our members. We are
grateful to David. who comes once every month - tries to get us to play
Rummikub by the rules, without much success and then ends our meeting with
some words of wisdom.

Although we are few in number we have no qualms about going on a bit longer
but would dearly love to welcome one or two new members. Just turn up at 2
p.m. any Thursday or ring me for more information.

Maureen Davies
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Moggies
Moggies continued to meet on alternate Tuesdays. One of our meetings each
month is held at The Coach and Horses, and for the second we have a meal
in a local pub or restaurant. The restaurant scene continues to change locally
and we are slowly working our way round the large choice of venues. During
the year we have sampled Indian, Thai and Turkish food as well as pub meals.

The atmosphere is very relaxed and the accent is on fellowship. If you feel that
this could be for you, we would be very pleased to see you.

Ed Harrison

Men’s Supper Club
The Men’s Supper Club has enjoyed another successful and rewarding year.
In fact, at our meeting last November, we were pleased to celebrate the 50th

Anniversary of our formation, on the 13th November 1968. This is an incredible
achievement, and we are still going strong. We now have 28 members on the
books, and see an average monthly attendance of around 20. We have also
been pleased to welcome a number of new members to our fellowship over the
last year or so.

Our monthly catering teams, consisting of “willing” volunteers from our own
membership, continue to provide us with outstanding and nutritious meals, and
we have also thoroughly enjoyed the continuing wealth of experience, and
entertainment, provided to us by our many and varied speakers, following our
meal. Talks have ranged from “The Illustrated History of the Royal Observatory
Greenwich”, to “A Policeman’s Lot”, and “Zeppelins over London”, all given so
ably by several of our members, with many other most interesting talks, and
speakers, in between. We continue to meet on the first Wednesday of each
month, February to July inclusive, and October and November, at 7.15 for
7.30pm.

We enjoy a rich fellowship, and warmly invite any men of the church to come
and join with us on the first Wednesday of each month. You can be assured of
a very warm welcome and, at a cost of £5 per evening, great value for money!
.
Brian Phillips  Hon Sec.
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=========== Queens Park ============

The Christian Link Queens Park
Queens Park has had another busy year offering facilities for all types of
activities, both spiritual and secular.

A number of outside groups use our premises for their meetings and activities.
Groups such as Yoga, Zumba, Slimming world, weight watchers and
drama/perform are regular users as well as ‘self-help’ groups seeking to support
each other through their various problems. Brownies and Guides meet regularly
during term time and the number of children’s parties seem to be on the
increase. Our thanks to Susan Cooke who does a sterling job handling these
‘one-off bookings. All these users express appreciation for being able to use
our clean and well equipped premises. Regular film nights bring in a good crowd
where we hope not only to entertain but challenge and uplift them as well. The
Big Breakfast held most months is another great way to meet and feed the
community

Our normal church activities of Sunday worship and prayer time, little sparrows,
messy church, Wednesday link, coffee pot, pause for thought and Art group
continue serving both our own fellowship as well as the local community.

During the main summer school holiday period we closed for two weeks while
essential maintenance to the flooring was carried out. Several of our regular
groups continued to meet at that time moving to Western Road for their meetings.
New faces have been welcomed during the year and that is encouraging for us
all. We thank God for our premises where we are able to provide a valuable
community service and hopefully a link into the church. We look forward to
continuing this aspect of our work and witness as we seek new ways of sharing
the Good News.

RBK

Messy Church
Messy Church continues to thrive.  It is held on the 3rd Sunday of the month
at Queens Park from 3 - 5pm.
We have a great team of willing volunteers to help with this monthly event. A
good number of families attend, usually between 15 and 25 children. Our recent
themes have been Harvest, Lost and Found, Christingle, and Jonah and the
Whale.

The children enjoy craft activities and a quiz / hunt, for an hour,  then go upstairs
for a time of worship on the theme. Whilst there, the craft room is then
transformed into a tea room!  Everyone then comes and sits together to enjoy
good food and company!
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A big THANK YOU to all who contribute in whatever way.  We were sad to see
Julie go, but are pleased to now have Matilda to lead Messy Church.

Please continue to pray for this marvellous activity that gives us such an
opportunity of sharing God's wonderful love.

Lesley.

Wednesday Link
We have had another interesting year as a group with numbers varying between
8 and 10 at each session. At the start of the year we met over a bring and share
lunch to watch and discuss the film “The Shack”.  Through the rest of the year
we looked at the final 5 sessions of Rev., David’s “Follow me” from Mark’s
gospel, did a series of studies via a TV link on the Lord’s Prayer. two York
courses, one entitled “On the third day” and the other “Life to the full”.   There
was also a look into John’s gospel at the “I Am” sayings of Christ. All of these
led to interesting discussions and we were able to learn from each other how
these studies had affected us in our daily living.

Some weeks were spent preparing to lead LA’s as a group, deciding on themes,
hymns readings and prayers and who would be brave enough to lead a
particular part of the LA service.

We also had the occasional meal out for a more informal time together. Sharing
together the highs and the lows of trying to follow Jesus meant we could
encourage each other when that was needed and take pleasure in the joys we
all experience. If you are thinking of joining a day time group then we would
give you a warm welcome.

Rex Kemp

Mini Links
Mini Links continues on Sunday mornings at Queens Park. Our small team -
Leonie, Val and myself, prepare activities on a theme, based on a Bible story.
The last Sunday of the month is Breakfast Club with Janis and Matilda. Verity
is now sitting at the back table with activities for the younger children on that
morning.

A BIG THANK YOU to all involved for giving time and energy to share God's
love with our lovely children.
Lesley.
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Little Sparrows
Little Sparrows continues to be a valuable group for our local community.
Regularly we have between 20-25 families attend and on occasion that number
rises to 30-35.

At Christmas last year the children participated in the traditional Nativity. Most
dressed up and enjoyed it immensely. The parents were overwhelmed!
We are looking forward to more children led activities in the future, which Matilda
is keen to take on.

Since losing Diane in September, we have been unable to secure extra help,
but a notice has been sent out recently to request assistance. We pray that this
will come. However, the ladies at Little Sparrows, Jean Simmons, Val Harvey
and Pauline Quill continue to give 110%, along with Jane and Siggy, who help
setting up before each week. We will ensure this group is a continued safe
place for our local families to enjoy.

Helen Norris

7th Chantry Guides
We meet on a Monday evening at Queens Park Church from 6:30pm – 8pm
during term time.

Our unit is run by myself, the Guide leader, a parent helper and my eldest
daughter who is doing her leadership training.

Our Guide unit will be 8 years old in September, and we started with a full unit
of 24 Guides but this number changes from term to term, with our lowest number
of 14 Guides last year! We are hoping that our numbers will increase soon as
we agreed to take some Guides from a unit in Burstead that unfortunately had
to close at Christmas.

Last year we enjoyed a three-night pack holiday at Guidewoods in Hockley, a
visit to the Panto at the Towngate Theatre and a summer party in Norsey Woods!

The Girlguiding programme has recently been changed and we are still trying
to adjust to the new ways before it becomes compulsory in September 2018.

Frances Dodson

Coffee Pot - Thursday & Friday
Both Thursday and Friday Coffee Pots continue to flourish and are both well
attended. The two days are attended by different groups of people who all come
to socialise with friends over a cup of tea or coffee plus cake and biscuits. We
are also joined now by the Lake Meadows Lady Walkers who come in after
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their exercise and join us for a coffee. There is normally about eight ladies who
come every Thursday and some Fridays. On Fridays we are joined by the AA
group who have coffee before and after their meeting. Some stay for Pause for
Thought.

Age Uk still visit five times a year and it is good to welcome them and their
visitors.

Our Pause for Thought on Fridays has an average of 20+ joining together for
fellowship at the end of a busy week. It is a very enjoyable time spent singing
hymns with prayers and a short message. We have a variety of different people
who are willing to lead our short time together.

We thank God for His continual blessing on both days.

Susan Cooke and Elizabeth Hardy

Big Breakfast
Big Breakfast continues to flourish, with many regular customers and also
passing trade. I am blessed with a wonderful team of helpers, without whom it
would not happen!

We hope to break our record and do over 90 breakfast in one sitting this year,
and always look forward to welcoming you if it is your first visit to BB.

Blessings   Helen Hacker

QUOGS
Off to a good start but came to a nasty halt in April. due to illness etc. Luckily
enough we only had to cancel one meeting throughout the year.

We enjoyed the magicians Eddie and Steve in June and the highlight of the
year was really the garden party which took place in the church hall with plenty
of food tea and entertainment. Our Thanks go to Eddie and Steve once again
and Pam Cottrell who played the piano all afternoon, we raised over £500 for
Breast Cancer Research.

We enjoyed a variety of entertainment throughout the year, but our numbers
have reduced due to anno domini; an enthusiastic group never the less, and
we all look forward to 2019 with a variety of new speakers and entertainers.

Thank you Joyce Scott
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Film Nite
We had some very enjoyable evenings during 2018 showing a wide variety of
eight new films from historical to thought provoking and then pure comedy
hoping to accommodate all tastes. We are pleased to see at least fifty people
on a regular basis but we are now seeing people from further I.e. South
Green,Stock, and Ingatestone - and the more the merrier.

Thankyou to all who make this evening possible without their support we could
not carry on

During the last year we have raised in excess of £1300 for various charities but
mainly for our Local Charities.

Please watch the notice board for future dates and church notices
Thankyou   Joyce Scott

Painting for Pleasure Art Group
One of our members reminded me recently that she came to the first session
of the Art group in 2003 and we continue to attract members . We now have
over 30 which means we generally have at least 25 at each session. New
members have found the group very friendly and sociable.

Two of us were able to help run one of the coffee and craft mornings at Western
Road and we also submitted several paintings for the Nativity Exhibition this
Christmas at Herongate

In the Spring we intend to have an Art Exhibition of our members paintings with
light refreshments offered when any proceeds will go to a charity to be decided.

We continue to support Water Aid and the church projects in Kenya, namely
the Grace Centre.

Pat Crabb and Pat Carter
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