
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further  information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Love in Action  
                                                  We will share God’s love with others not  

                                                  just in what we say, but in what we do  

                                                  and who we are.                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (1 John 3:18 ) 

Sunday 22nd March 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park and Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear friends - Many things have changed in recent days but some things 
never change. The love of God for us in Jesus, and our love and concern 
for each other. And that is why we offer this regular means to keep us 
connected with one another and with God, at a time when we 
may feel separated and alone.  

This communication will be sent Bcc every Friday morning just like the 
previous church notices were, but its purpose is not to tell you what is 
happening at the church, but what is happening in and through us, by 
God's spirit. In this way I hope and pray that we can together spiritually 
build each other up and keep each other safe.  

Ann and I will work on this together, but we are hoping that you can 
provide much of the content as you share that which for you has 
been spiritually uplifting and helpful, interesting, or informative, or just 
brought a smile to your face.  

The days may soon begin to merge together, but when you receive this 
email communication in your inbox, or a hard copy posted through 
your letter box, you'll know it is Friday - the day that Jesus out of love, 
died to set you free. 

Every blessing every day, 

David   

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.
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Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom and Joyce Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob 

and Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  

A Prayer for Today  God of all hope we call on you today. We pray for 

those who are living in fear: Fear of illness, fear for loved ones, fear of 

other’s reactions to them. 

May your Spirit give us a sense of calmness and peace.  

We pray for your church in this time of uncertainty. For those people 

whose movements are going to be restricted for considerable time 

and who are worried about feeling isolated and for those needing to 

make decisions in order to care for others. As we seek to help out in 

different ways, grant us your wisdom and your strength to do what we can. 

Holy God, we remember that you have promised that nothing will separate us from 

your love – demonstrated to us in Jesus Christ. Help us turn our eyes, hearts and 

minds to you. Amen 

Please pray for  

Our government and all authorities who are trying to process and better understand 

all the information they are gathering to make tough decisions in order to try and 

keep us as safe as possible. 

For health workers who will be under extreme pressure physically, mentally and 

emotionally. 

For all those whose livelihoods are threatened and who carry added financial 

worries during this uncertain time - both for themselves and for their employees. 

Notices 

Easter food parcels. Our appeal for donations for families living in 

extreme poverty on the Mwakirunge dump-site in Mombasa must 

close next Sunday- 29th March, but donations are well-down this 

year. Please can you help? Gifts will need to be paid into the church 

account. This can be done in three ways- 1) using BACS into the church account, 2)

A cheque made payable to Billericay Methodist Church- this can be sent or given 

directly to Lorraine Harris at her home address, 3) As a cash donation given to 

Lorraine or Heather.  

If you need further advice, please contact Lorraine or one of the support group and 

we'll help you. 

Hopefully, Geraldine, Pam C., Maggie K. and Heather A. 



From midnight on Saturday 21st March the church, on all three sites, is formally 

closed with all services, groups and activities suspended until further notice. 
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Encouragement 

During what is going to be a very challenging time for us all, I think it 

would be a real blessing if we could share some of the 

‘encouragements’ that we have experienced in recent days.  Perhaps 

it’s a bible verse, a hymn or song that is important to us, acts of 

kindness we have experienced or noted from the media, answers to prayer - 

whatever has helped to lift our spirit, and may do the same for others.  If you would 

like to put something in our ’Encouragement’ slot please email me at the usual 

address and I will do my best to include it.       Ann Bagwell 

A Prayer by the President of the Conference, Rev Barbara Glasson:  18.03.20 

Loving God 

If we are ill, strengthen us 

If we are tired, fortify our spirits 

If we are anxious, help us to consider the lilies of the field and the 

birds of the air. 

Help us not to stockpile treasures from supermarkets in the barns of 

our larders! Don’t let fear cause us to overlook the needs of others more vulnerable 

than ourselves. 

Fix our eyes on your story and our hearts on your grace. Help us always to hold fast 

to the good and see the good in others.  

And remember there is just one world, one hope, One everlasting love, with baskets 

of bread for everyone. 

In Jesus we make our prayer, 

The one who suffered, died and was raised to new life, 

In whom we trust, these days and all days. Amen 

A song (607 StF) about the love and hope that  can reach ‘beyond home’s warmth’  

so that we communicate love and hope with each other.   

1  When love is found and hope comes home, 

     sing and be glad that two are one. 

     When love explodes and fills the sky 

     praise God and share our Maker's joy. 

2  When love has flowered in trust and care, 

    build both each day that love may dare 

    to reach beyond home's warmth and light, 

    to serve and strive for truth and right. 

  

 

3  When love is tried, as loved-ones change, 

    hold still to hope though all seems strange, 

    till each returns and love grows wise 

    through listening ears and opened eyes. 

 

Brian Wren (b. 1936)  Reproduced from Singing the Faith  

Electronic Words Edition, number 607  Words: © 1983, 1995, Stainer & Bell Ltd, 23 

Gruneisen Road, London N3 1DZ  <www.stainer.co.uk> 



The Methodist church nationally is offering the opportunity 

for us to worship from home by providing a variety of re-

sources. 

Service Sheets 

These short acts of worship have been produced for you  to 

worship God at home.  If you are well enough why not spend 

a few moments with God, knowing that other people around the world are shar-

ing this act of worship with you? 

Live-streamed services 

Wesley’s Chapel in London will continue to live-stream worship,  

Service times:    Wednesday 12:45 

                            Thursday 12:45 

                            Sunday 9:45 and 11:00.  

Both the above can be accessed via The Methodist Church website direct on 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/worship/singing-the-faith-plus/seasons-and-

themes/worship-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/  

or via our own website by following the ‘Coronavirus - Latest guidance for this 

church’ page, where you will find the necessary link and locally generated        

worship material. 

Opportunities to worship online 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Worker with Families and Children:  

                Vacancy 

 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

Notices 

Next issued on Friday 27th March 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.uk 

or Rex Kemp: kempi_41@tiscali.co.uk 

Printing 

Items for printing should be placed in the printers 

‘in tray’ in the church office at WR. 

Please complete the request form which can also 

be found in the box and attach to your master copy. 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 
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