
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Love in Action  
                                                  We will share God’s love with others not  

                                                  just in what we say, but in what we do  

                                                  and who we are.                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (1 John 3:18 ) 

Sunday 29th March 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park and Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear friends – the current crisis is encouraging us to get back to the very basics 
of life and living, and so I make no apology for going back to the two great 
commandments. If you remember nothing else, and live by nothing else, in the 
coming months (I was going to say days!), then strive to 'Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind' and to: 'Love 
your neighbour as you love yourself.'  (Matthew 22:37-39 GNB)  

The bible says that the second is as important as the first and indeed a way of 
doing the first. And as I was preaching on recently (was it just a few weeks 
ago!), the second has two parts that are mutually dependent on each other. 
You love yourself by loving your neighbour, you look after your neighbour by 
looking after yourself.  

But looking after yourself means keeping yourself fit and separating yourself 
from others by the required distance of 2m, and not panic buying at the local 
shop so that you have all you need (and indeed £1 billion more than we need) 
and your neighbour is left with the crumbs under the table at the end of a long 
shift on the front line of the NHS or local school. 

This is the opportunity to learn again and practice more regularly what loving 
your ‘self’ really means,  looking after your physical, mental and spiritual needs, 
for only then will we have a chance of loving our neighbour as we are meant to 
all the time, and in the process learning how to love God with our whole being.   

Keep safe, keep calm, and keep praying. 

Every blessing every day 

David 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  
 

   When life is shaken to its core, when clouds and storms arrive, 

   we find it difficult to know, God present in our lives. 

   Yet there’s no misery or grief, pain, doubt, or emptiness, 

   that is not known by the divine and filled with tenderness 

   Andrew Brown    – may be sung to the tune of ‘I heard the voice of Jesus say’ 248 StF 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis, Liz will become increasing busy with her 

work at  Queens Hospital  and it will not be possible for her to carry on as co-

ordinator of the email Prayer Chain at the present time. Therefore, if you wish to 

place a message in the chains over the next months, please contact me.  Thank 

you.  Geraldine Hanton.  

Praying together: A suggestion from Yvonne that we have a set time each day when 

those who are praying could join together, perhaps using the prayers that are being 

offered here and elsewhere, 10am has been suggested. Look out next week for 

some worship resources to be used at set times on specific days so that we can 

worship together at four key moments during Holy Week 5th – 12th April. 
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Easter food-parcels appeal. Grateful thanks to members of the 

church family who generously donated to our appeal. We reached 

our target of £1000! On Monday we had an urgent message from 

our friend Rev. Sammy, that, as the threat from the virus was 

getting closer, he would need to buy & distribute the food immediately. We have 

sent, and Sammy has received, that donation + a little extra from our Grace Centre 

funds. We pray that he will be able to give out urgently needed food to the families 

at the Dumpsite in Mombasa, then go home to his family in Nairobi before 

lockdown occurs in Kenya.  We also pray for these families who all live in such 

close-proximity to each other & so don't have the luxury of being able to "self-

isolate".  Thank you all. Geraldine, Heather, Pam and Maggie 

John and Janet Lee - As many of you know we have been planning to move to 

Wimborne in Dorset.  The move was due to take place on 27th March but the long 

chain has collapsed with the lock down and we are not able to go at present.  We 

pray that this is a postponement until the current situation is under control.  We 

thank all of you who have been praying for us during this time.  John and Janet 

This week 



3 

Encouragement 

And the people stayed home – and discovered new things about themselves their 

neighbours and ultimately their God     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oi1INrtc0pQ 

And the people stayed home.  

And read books, and listened, and rested, and exercised, 

and made art, and played games, and learned new ways of being, and were still.  

And listened more deeply.  

Some meditated, some prayed, some danced.  

Some met their shadows.  

And the people began to think differently. 

“And the people healed.  

And, in the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous, mindless,  

and heartless ways, the earth began to heal. 

“And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again,  

they grieved their losses,  

and made new choices, and dreamed new images,  

and created new ways to live and heal the earth fully,  

as they had been healed.”              ~  Kitty O’Meara                        Pam S 

 

It was good to light a candle in our windows on Sunday last at 

7pm.  Could you put something else in your window to bring 

further hope and encouragement? This is what Marylebone 

Church House displayed in their window.  - (Left to Right) 

Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not let 

them be afraid.”   

Be assured the Methodist people are praying for the world at this time.  

“The Best of all is, God is with us”.              Rachel G 

Radio and TV – I am very conscious that whilst suggesting some amazing stuff that 

is on-line for you to watch and listen to there are many reading this who do not 

have access to the internet. Please suggest in this slot any current programmes on 

TV or catch-up etc. that you have found helpful, that will be available to all. And the 

first suggestions are the daily service on Radio 4 LW Mon – Fri at 9. 45am - 10am  

(Ron McD), and the beautiful images of Natural World - Wild Cuba on BBC iPlayer.   
 

Us "oldies",  who are not going out,  can't do much except look after ourselves, but 

a lot of us are on telephone contracts with free calls all day, so I'm planning to ring 

all my friends and family regularly.  I've been receiving calls from family members 

who usually only send Christmas cards - also I've received a couple of calls from 

unexpected contacts in the church which have meant a lot to me.  I'm also hearing 

from young neighbours who I've not even met yet, with offers to do shopping,  so all 

is not lost.  We will survive!!       Maureen Davies 
 

A big thank you  to all involved in producing and delivering  ‘Connecting with each 

other’ to those who do not have internet access, it will be a lifeline to many who are 

facing months of self-isolation.       Ann N 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oi1INrtc0pQ


 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put some-

thing in our ’Encouragement’ 

slot please email me and I will                     

do my best to include it.   

Thank you to all who have contributed to 

this issue. 

Next issued on Friday 3rd April 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex Kem 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies for service sheets for 

those who have no internet access as long as this is possible. Look out 

for the Worshipping Together at Easter material next week. 

For copies of these resources and other online material for home 

worship go to the Worshipping Together at Home banner on the 

church website homepage and follow links. 

Check out and share with your friends Fun Together at Home – links to craft and 

activity based resources for all ages.  and keep an eye open for  Learning Together 

about Jesus  – a resource suitable for those with young families, which is being 

worked on. 

Notices 

HMRC Gift Aid – we have received this week £7955.39 for the period September to 

December 2019 – as a charity we are blessed to be able to claim 25% on all 

donations which people have gift aided, plus on cash donations up to £8000 per 

year per site – this makes a huge difference to our annual income!  Thank you to all 

of you who are already gift aiding – if you would like details to gift aid please 

contact me, also if you would like the bank details to be able to make regular, or 

one-off donations by bank transfer.  Thank you, Lorraine   

ENVELOPE donations – if you normally use weekly envelopes for your donations 

please continue to fill the envelopes and then save them until the services start 

again – alternatively I am happy to collect the envelopes from you, but not 

weekly.  You can also post cheques to me at home for banking if that is easier for 

you in these difficult times.  Thank you all, Lorraine 

mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/MethodistBcay
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https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/fun-together-at-home/

