
  

 

THEME:   “Lost and found” 

Sunday 11th September 2022 

 10.30am 

Music beforehand   (from 10.15am)   

 
“Come now is the time to worship”, “O worship the Lord” 
and “So will I” with words from the prophet Jeremiah chapter 10 

Welcome 

Call to worship—The prophet Jeremiah (Chapter 10:6) said  
6 Lord, there is no one like you; you are mighty, 

    and your name is great and powerful. 

 

Opening prayer (please say the words in BOLD) 

God of creation  

Open our eyes to see the wonders of your world. 

Open our ears to hear the sound of your voice. 

Open our minds to recognise your wisdom and majesty 

There is no one like you  

you are mighty and your name is great and powerful.  

Accept our praise as we come before you now.     Amen 
 
 

Hymn:  My Jesus, my Saviour, Lord there is none like you (Shout to the 
Lord) 
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Shout to the Lord 

My Jesus, my Saviour 
Lord, there is none like You 
All of my days, I want to praise 
The wonders of Your mighty love 
My comfort, my shelter 
Tower of refuge and strength 
Let every breath, all that I am 
Never cease to worship You 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth let us 
sing 
Power and majesty, praise to the King 
Mountains bow down and the seas will 
roar 
At the sound of Your name 
I sing for joy at the work of Your hands 
Forever I'll love You, forever I'll stand 
Nothing compares to the promise I have 
in You 

(repeat all the above)  

Prayer of adoration (adapted from Faith and Worship.) 

Creator God, we glimpse your beauty in 

setting sun, mountain top, eagle's wing. 

We sense your power in thunder crash, 

lightning flash and ocean's roar. 

Creator God we praise you. 

 

Precious Jesus, we see your love stretched 

out upon a cruel cross. 

We stand in awe at your sacrifice, pure 

love poured out for humankind. 

Precious Jesus we praise you. 

 

Holy Spirit, we see your power 

in lives transformed, hearts on fire. 

We listen for your still, small voice, 

comforting, guiding,  

calling. 

Holy Spirit we praise you. 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit we praise 

and worship you. 

Prayer of confession 

When we are quick to speak and slow to listen 

Lord forgive us 

When we are quick to act and slow to think about the consequences 

Lord forgive us 

When we are quick to judge and slow to be tolerant of others  

Lord forgive us 

Let us hear Jesus’ words of forgiveness and know that our sins are washed 

away.   
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Reading 1  

Luke chapter 15 is all about being “lost and found”.  Jesus is talking to a crowd of  

 “tax collectors and sinners” and  “pharisees and teachers of the law”.  He uses par-

ables to speak to both groups.  Imagine yourself listening to Jesus - where are you 

in the crowd? 

Luke 15:8-10 The Parable of the Lost Coin 

8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins[a] and loses one. Doesn’t she light a 

lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds 

it, she calls her friends and neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have 

found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence 

of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

Hymn: Amazing Grace (my chains are gone) 

Amazing grace — how sweet the sound — 
that saved a wretch like me !  
I once was lost, but now am found, 
was blind, but now I see. 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved ;  
how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed !    
 

         My chains are gone, I’ve been set free. 
         My God, my Saviour, has ransomed me. 
         And like a flood, his mercy reigns, 
         Unending love, amazing grace 
      

The Lord has promised good to me, his word my hope secures ;  

He will my shield and portion be, as long as life endures. 

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, the sun forbear to shine. 

But God who called me here below, will be forever mine. 

            My chains are gone, I’ve been set free….        

                          (repeat) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25597a
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Talk:                   The parable of the “lost coin” (Luke 15:8-10) 
Jesus is talking to a crowd including “tax collectors and sinners” and some 

“Pharisees and teachers of the law”.  Using parables, he challenges those who be-

lieved themselves “holy” and invites the “unclean” into His kingdom.  Imagine 

yourself listening to Jesus - where are you in the crowd? 

 

In this parable the woman has lost a coin.  This was probably one of the coins that 

would have been sewn into her head scarf as a sign of betrothal.  It was much 

more precious than its monetary worth.  We all lose things! Why can’t we remem-

ber where we last had it?  How can it be “lost”?   

 

The woman desperately searches for the coin.  First, she lights a candle. Then she 

sweeps the floor until she finds the coin.  Finally, there is a moment of celebration 

- the lost coin has been found!    

 

The coin symbolises people or “lost souls”.  The woman represents God working 

tirelessly to bring people back to him.  The woman rejoices with her friends and 

neighbours.  Imagine the reaction of the Pharisees and teachers of the law when 

Jesus says  
10 In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the an-

gels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

Jesus is turning the rules of Jewish society upside down.  His message is for all in-

cluding tax collectors and “sinners”.   

 

The coin is lost within the house and reminds us to look for the “lost” within our 

families, our churches and communities.  People who are close to us who still 

need Jesus.   People who have drifted away.  “Home”, whether our own or our 

churches, can be a place of discovery and recovery.  Places where the “lost” are 

“found” and we rejoice together.   

 

Where were you in the crowd? Maybe you were an interested bystander?  In 

searching for “lost” souls we must be more than bystanders.  We need to look for 

the “lost” and rejoice when they are “found”.  With the Holy Spirit as our guide, 

and the words of Gospels to light the way, let us search diligently and share the 

good news of Jesus with those we meet.   
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The woman searching for her lost coin began by lighting a candle.  Everday we are 

reminded through news programmes and social media of people who are still 

living in darkness—people who are “longing for light”.  

 
Hymn: Longing for light 
 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

light for the world to see. 

 Christ, be our light !  

 Shine in our hearts. 

 Shine through the darkness. 

 Christ, be our light !  

 Shine in your Church gathered today. 
Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has power to save us. 
Make us your living voice. 

Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, 
shared until all are fed. 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
walls made of living stone. 

Many the gifts, many the people, 
many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
making your kingdom come. 

 

Bernadette Farrell (b. 1957) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 706 

 
Words and Music: © 1993 Bernadette Farrell.  Published by OCP Publications, 5536  

NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213, USA.  All rights reserved.  Used with permission. 



6 

 

Prayers of intercession  

 Response: 

 Christ be our light 

 Shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness 

 

Longing for light Lord, we pray for those living in the darkness of war and po-
litical unrest.  We pray for the refugees and migrants who place their families 
and themselves at risk in search of a better life.  May there be hope for all 
who are despair. 

Response 

Longing for light Lord, we pray for those living in the darkness of climate 
change.  We pray for those who are experiencing natural disasters where lives 
and belongings have been destroyed.  May the richer nations be more gener-
ous to those in need. 

Response 

Longing for light Lord, we pray for those living in the darkness of poverty and 
financial hardship.  We pray for those who are facing difficult choices.  Where 
there is injustice, shine the light of your word. 

Response 

Longing for light Lord, we pray for those living in the darkness of mental ill-
ness, anxiety and depression.  We pray for those who care for others in hospi-
tals, care settings and at home.  Give them strength in the dark and difficult 
times.   

Response 

Lord may your voice be heard throughout the world, in our towns and streets.  
May your word bring hope in the darkness.  Let us be servants to one another 
and willing to share your “good news” with those who are lost.  

Amen 
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The Lord’s prayer... 

 

 

Hymn Lord for the years your love has kept and guided 
This hymn thanks God for His constant love and also reminds us that many are still 

“lost” without Jesus. 
 

Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided, 

urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 

sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided, 

Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today. 
Lord, for that word, the Word of life which fires us, 
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us, 
Lord of the word, receive your people's praise. 

Lord, for our land, in this our generation, 
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care ;  
for young and old, for commonwealth and nation, 
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 

Lord, for our world ;  when we disown and doubt him, 
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain ;  
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him, 
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 
 
 Lord, for ourselves ;  in living power remake us, 
self on the cross and Christ upon the throne ;  
past put behind us, for the future take us, 
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 

Timothy Dudley-Smith (b. 1926) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 470 
Words: © Timothy Dudley-Smith in Europe and Africa; © Hope Publishing Company for 
the United States of America and the rest of world.  Reproduced by permission of Oxford 
University Press.  All rights reserved. 
 



8 

 

Blessing 
May we know the blessings of God who is steadfast and faithful,  

the love and hope of Jesus in our lives  
and the presence of the Holy Spirit who journeys with us today and everyday                                                  

Amen 

 

Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can join together in a 

time of fellowship via Zoom. For those without internet access why not get on 

the phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself, and encourage and 

help each other as part of your ongoing worship and care of one another. To 

watch all or any part of this or previous worship services click HERE to go to 

the church website archive or see website for details of all other material 

billericaymethodistchurch.org 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/

