
Worshipping Together during Holy Week 

Four short (10-15 mins) Worship Services for you to use… as you see fit 

The following worship material, is offered for home use on Palm Sunday (5th 

April), Maundy Thursday (9th April), Good Friday (10th April) and Easter Day 

(12th April).  There’s also a reflection for Holy Saturday (11th April) included. 

If you are able to worship at the stated time, you will know that many others in 

the church are worshipping together with you. Note that if you are with others 

in your home you may want to decide ‘who does what’ before you start. 

You will also need to have ready in advance, for each of you, the following;      

a small branch with leaves, a small cross you have made, and an egg, egg cup 

and a pan of boiling water, and/or  a HOLLOW Chocolate Easter Egg.  It is 

suggested that a candle is lit at the start of each time of worship and for 

Maundy Thursday you will need one small roll or slice of bread on a plate, If 

you are able to access the internet, video links to the music are shown in blue.    
 

 God bless you as we worship together 

 David                                                                                                    April 2020 

PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP TOGETHER -  10.30am on Sunday 5th April 

(the time of our Utd Church Anniversary service back in March) 

Light a candle, spend a short time in silence and then the following words are said: 

 We worship together, as we say together: 

On this day, Jesus, you entered Jerusalem, riding on a donkey. 

The people cheered and shouted their support, 

but we know that darker times lie ahead. 

The hymn ‘All glory laud and honour’ can be sung unaccompanied, or said, or sung to 

the video as we hold/wave a branch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3a8fTTrAdE  

CHORUS (wave branches) All glory laud and honour to thee, Redeemer, King, 

                                      To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
 

Thou art the King of Israel, thou David's royal Son, 

Who in the Lord's name comest, the King and Blessed One. 
 

CHORUS (wave branches) All glory laud and honour ……                                               1 

 

The company of angels are praising thee on high, 

And mortal men and all things created make reply. 
 

CHORUS (wave branches) All glory laud and honour…………… 
 

The people of the Hebrews with palms before thee went; 

Our praise and prayer and anthems before thee we present. 
 

CHORUS (wave branches) All glory laud and honour……… 
 

To thee, before thy passion, they sang their hymns of praise; 

To thee, now high exalted, our melody we raise 
 

CHORUS (wave branches) All glory laud and honour………….. 
 

Thou didst accept their praises; accept the prayers we bring, 

Who in all good delightest, thou good and gracious King. 
 

 CHORUS (wave branches) All glory laud and honour…………… 

                              Text: Theodulph of Orleans, ca. 760–821 based on Psalm 148 and John 12: 12–13 

     Keep your branches to hand 

BIBLE READING - JOHN 12:13a (adapt GNB)    Read the following out loud with ALL 

shouting out the words in bold as your branches are waved for the final time.  

The large crowd that had gathered for the Passover Festival heard that Jesus 
was coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches.. and went out to meet him. 
They waved their branches and cried out: 

 "Praise God!  God bless him who comes in the name of the Lord! 
   God bless the King of Israel!"  
Jesus found a donkey and rode on it, just as the scripture says, "Do not be 
afraid, city of Zion! Here comes your king, riding on a young donkey."  
His disciples did not understand this at the time; but when Jesus had been 
raised to glory, they remembered that the scripture said this about him. 
 

Prayer:  We say together: 

Loving God – we remember today how Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a 

donkey, knowing that difficult times lay ahead.  
 

 We pray in silence for those we know who are facing difficulties right now. 

            (keep silence for at least 20 seconds)                                                                            2 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3a8fTTrAdE


We pray together out loud for one another: 

Loving God, you hear and will respond to all our prayers. 

Help us now, to follow wherever you may lead us,                                    

knowing that whatever the future holds, you are with us. Amen.   

This final song, looks back to Christmas, when all this started, and then ahead to the 

rest of the Easter story. It can be sung unaccompanied, or said, or sung to the video  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vpwfDXcKrNQ 

From heaven you came 

 1  From heaven you came, helpless babe, 
  entered our world, your glory veiled, 
  not to be served but to serve, 
  you give your life that we might live. 
    
              This is our God, the Servant King, 
   he calls us now to follow him, 
   to bring our lives as a daily offering 
   of worship to the Servant King. 

   2  There in the garden of tears 
  my heavy load he chose to bear ;  
  his heart with sorrow was torn, 
  ‘Yet not my will but yours,' he said. 

   3  Come see his hands and his feet, 
  the scars that speak of sacrifice, 
  hands that flung stars into space 
  to cruel nails surrendered. 

   4  So let us learn how to serve 
  and in our lives enthrone him, 
  each other's needs to prefer, 
  for it is Christ we're serving. 

Graham Kendrick (b. 1950) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 272 

Words and Music: © 1983, Thankyou Music.  Administered by worshiptogether.com 

Songs, excluding UK & Europe, administered by Kingswaysongs, a division of David C Cook <tym@kingsway.co.uk>  Used by permission. CCl 5934/919592 

We say the grace together: 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

the Love of God and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with us all, evermore. Amen.                                                            3 

MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP TOGETHER-  6.30pm on Thurs. 9th  April 

(the time when we would have been having a meal together at the end of Lent) 

An act of worship that could link to your normal evening meal in some way  

Light a candle, spend a short time in silence and then the following words are said: 

 We worship together, as we say together: 

On this day, Jesus, you sat down at supper with your disciples 

and then you took bread, broke it and gave it to us. 

 (The bread is lifted up, broken in two and placed back on the plate) 

‘This is my body,’ you said,  

‘I give my life that you may live. 

Do this to remember me.’ 

The hymn – ‘Break thou the bread of life’  can be sung unaccompanied, or said, or sung 

to the video as we look at the broken bread and remember the feeding of the 5,000.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQpj4TSe-Ec 

   1  Break thou the bread of life, dear Lord, to me, 
  as thou didst break the loaves beside the sea. 
  Within the sacred page I seek thee, Lord ;  
  my spirit pants for thee, O living Word !  

   2  Bless thou the truth, dear Lord, to me, to me, 
  As thou didst bless the bread, by Galilee;  
  Then shall all bondage cease, all fetters fall, 
  and I shall find my peace, my all in all. 

   3  Thou art the bread of life O Lord to me. 
          Thy holy Word the truth that saveth me.  
     Give me to eat and live with thee above. 
          Teach me to love thy truth for thou art love. 

v. 1 Mary Artemisia Lathbury (1841–1913) vv. 2 & 3 Alexander Groves (1842–1909) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 153 CC:L 5934/919592 

 

BIBLE READING -  John 16: 12-13, 16-17a  (GNB)    Read the following out loud   
 

Jesus said, "I have much more to tell you, but now it would be too much for 

you to bear.  When, however, the Spirit comes, who reveals the truth about 

God, he will lead you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own               4      

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vpwfDXcKrNQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQpj4TSe-Ec


authority, but he will speak of what he hears and will tell you of things to 

come”…. "In a little while you will not see me anymore, and then a little 

while later you will see me."  Some of his disciples asked among themselves, 

"What does this mean?  

May this bread be for us the body of Christ,  

the very presence of Jesus alive in us 

THE SHARING OF BREAD  

Each person (in turn) takes a piece of bread and says out loud: 

The Body of Christ given for me 
 

            ( then keep silence for at least 20 seconds) 

The hymn – ‘Lord Jesus Christ ’  can be sung unaccompanied, or said, or sung to the 

video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QA_g98O42Q4   

Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us, 
you are one with us, Mary's Son ;  
cleansing our souls from all their sin, pouring your love and goodness in ;  
Jesus, our love for you we sing, living Lord. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us, 
born as one of us, Mary's Son ;  
led out to die on Calvary, risen from death to set us free ;  
living Lord Jesus, help us see, you are Lord. 

Lord Jesus Christ, I would come to you, 
live my life for you, Son of God. 
All your commands I know are true ;  your many gifts will make me new ;  
into my life your power breaks through, living Lord.     (repeat last line) 

Patrick Appleford (b. 1925) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 594 

Words and Music: © Josef Weinberger Ltd CCL 5934/ 919592 

We say a final adapted communion prayer together:  
 

Loving God, 

you have strengthened us today, with Christ the Living Bread. 

for the journey that lies ahead. 

Now keep our bodies, hearts and minds safe and well - 

in the knowledge and love of God.  

Amen.                                                                                                                               5 

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP TOGETHER -  3pm on Friday 10th April 

(the time that Jesus died ) 

Light a candle, spend a short time in silence and then the following words are said: 

 We worship together, as we say together: 

On this day, after six long hours nailed to a cross, you died. 
 

             (keep silence for at least 20 seconds) 
 

 Out of love you gave your life. 

You died that we might live and have life in all its fullness 
We kneel before you now in awe and wonder 

and offer our thanks and praise. Amen   

The hymn – ‘When I survey the wondrous cross’ can be sung unaccompanied, or said, 

or sung to the video as we place the cross(es) that we have made in front of us. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9EikGeNuoBA 

   1  When I survey the wondrous cross, 
  on which the Prince of Glory died, 
  my richest gain I count but loss, 
  and pour contempt on all my pride. 

   2  Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
  save in the death of Christ my God ;  
  all the vain things that charm me most, 
  I sacrifice them to his blood. 

   3  See from his head, his hands, his feet, 
  sorrow and love flow mingled down ;  
  did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
  or thorns compose so rich a crown ?  

   4  Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
  that were an offering far too small ;  
  love so amazing, so divine, 
  demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 Isaac Watts (1674–1748     Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 287 CCL 5934/919592 . 

BIBLE READING -  Luke 23: 44-46 (adapt GNB)    read the following out loud 
 

It was about twelve o'clock when the sun stopped shining and darkness 

covered the whole country until three o'clock; and then the curtain hanging 

in the Temple was torn in two. Jesus cried out in a loud voice                            6 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QA_g98O42Q4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9EikGeNuoBA


"Father! In your hands I place my spirit!"  

 He said this and died.  

The hymn – ‘ There is a green hill far away’ can be sung unaccompanied, or said, or 

sung to the video as we pick up and hold the cross(es) that we have made    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pOFl7m6WieQ&list=RDpOFl7m6WieQ&st

art_radio=1&t=20 

          SOLOISTS: 1 - There is a green hill far away, without a city wall, 
                            where the dear Lord was crucified, who died to save us all. 

   2  ALL: We may not know, we cannot tell, what pains he had to bear, 
  but we believe it was for us he hung and suffered there. 

   3  He died that we might be forgiven. He died to make us good, 
  that we might go at last to heaven, saved by his precious blood. 

   4  There was no other good enough to pay the price of sin ;  
  he only could unlock the gate of heaven, and let us in. 

   5  O dearly, dearly has he loved, and we must love him too, 
  and trust in his redeeming blood, and try his works to do. 

Cecil Frances Alexander (1818–1895) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 284 CCL 5934 . 

 We remember those who have died from the Corona Virus 

We lift them before you with love and thanksgiving for their life                               
           (pause for 20 seconds)  
 

We remember those in intensive care 

We lift them before you with love and concern for their wellbeing 
          (pause for 20 seconds)  
 

We remember those who are putting themselves in danger to care for others     

We lift them before you with love and gratitude for their service          

          (pause for 20 seconds) 
 

The song – ‘ The wonder of the cross’ by Vicky Beeching can be said, or listened to on 

video  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Yzx8QUQRS8 

O precious sight, my Saviour stands dying for me with outstretched hands 

O precious sight, I love to gaze                        

Remembering salvation's day x2                                                                                  7 
 

Though my eyes linger on this scene - may passing time and years not steal 

The power with which it impacts me              

The freshness of its mystery x2 

     May I never lose the wonder, the wonder of the cross. 
     May I see it like the first time, standing as a sinner lost. 
     Undone by mercy and left speechless - watching wide eyed at the cost. 
     May I never lose the wonder, the wonder of the cross. 

Behold the God-man crucified - the perfect sinless sacrifice 
As blood ran down those nails and wood               
History was split in two x2 
 

Behold the empty wooden tree - His body gone, alive and free 
We sing with everlasting joy, for sin and death have been destroyed,  
yes sin and death have been destroyed. 

     May I never lose the wonder….   
                      (instrumental) 
     May I never lose the wonder….   
  
We place/fix our cross(es) in the window and stand there facing the world 
 as we listen ( if possible) to a sung version of the Gaelic blessing ‘ Deep peace’ 
on video            https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_8MKEpXqGko 

And/ or we then say the words of the Gaelic blessing to each other 

and to the world outside   

Deep peace of the running wave to you. 

Deep peace of the flowing air to you. 

Deep peace of the quiet earth to you. 

Deep peace of the shining stars to you. 

Deep peace of the gentle night to you. 

Moon and stars pour their healing light on you. 

Deep peace of Christ, 

    of Christ the light of the world to you. 

Deep peace of Christ.   

Amen. 
 

                                                                                                                                8 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pOFl7m6WieQ&list=RDpOFl7m6WieQ&start_radio=1&t=20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pOFl7m6WieQ&list=RDpOFl7m6WieQ&start_radio=1&t=20
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Holy Saturday – some things to think about when ‘on your own’ at any time 
 

Saturday 4th April  - the hospital waiting room 
 

The day between Good Friday, and Easter Day is sometimes called Holy Saturday and is 

often ignored as far as its spiritual significance is concerned – but Chris Llewellyn of the 

Rend Collective writes this about Holy Saturday in the April 2020 edition of Christianity 

 

‘It’s a no man’s land of disappointment, unfulfilled dreams and the unsettling 

feeling that things might not turn out the way you hoped and prayed they 

would.  
 

Imagine the disciple’s experience trying to reconcile the fragments of promises 

of resurrection hope that they had heard so many times, with the devastating 

grief of Jesus’ death. Holy Saturday is an awkward, angular day. 
 

It’s not necessarily devoid of hope and faith – after all the miracle was on the 

horizon - but equally we know from painful experience that sometimes the 

miracle we’re praying for doesn’t arrive. Holy Saturday is the spiritual 

equivalent of the hospital waiting room.’ 
 

And he then finishes the article, writing out of his experience as a songwriter, 

composing both songs of joy and sadness:     

 

‘ Even if the psycho – spiritual hormone reward is not quite as explosive as it is 

when we’re singing about victory and breakthrough, we desperately need a 

vocabulary of worship that navigates uncertainty and insecurity. We need to 

be equipped for the shadowy terrain we are actually walking, not just the 

mountaintops that we so infrequently visit.  
 

If we don’t learn to praise God throughout Holy Saturday, I fear our worship 

might cease to have much to do with real lives and struggles. And if we’re OK 

with an inauthentic feel-good Easter experience, I reckon we’re better off 

sticking with the chocolate bunnies.’ 

Optional Video about hope if you have access to the internet: Four candles   

                      (not the Two Ronnies version!               

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jcIpM8cVXQU 

  

                                                                                                                                9 

EASTER DAY WORSHIP TOGETHER -  8am on Sunday 12th April 

(may be linked to breakfast as we do at the early morning open air Easter Day service) 

Light a candle, spend a short time in silence and then the following words are said: 

We worship together, as we say together: 
On this day, Christ was raised from the dead 
and he lives forever more. Alleluia! 
 

READING Luke 24:1-6 (GNB)      Read the following out loud 

 

Very early on Sunday morning the women went to the tomb, carrying the 
spices they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the 
entrance to the tomb, so they went in; but they did not find the body of the 
Lord Jesus. They stood there puzzled about this, when suddenly two men in 
bright shining clothes stood by them. Full of fear, the women bowed down to 
the ground, as the men said to them, "Why are you looking among the dead 
for one who is alive?  He is not here; he has been raised.  
 

The hymn – ‘Christ is alive’ can be sung unaccompanied, or said, or sung to the video  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2U1MuOCHon4 

   Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord, 
   alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name. 

   1  Jesus is Lord of all the earth ;  he is the King of creation :  

   2  Spread the good news o'er all the earth ,  Jesus has died and has risen :  

   3  We have been crucified with Christ ;  now we shall live for ever :      

   4  Come, let us praise the living God, joyfully sing to our Saviour :  

Donald Fishel (b. 1950) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 295  Words and Music: © The Word of God, Ann Arbor, MI, USA CCL 5934/919592  

Prayer                 If boiling your egg put it into the boiling water now 

Christ the Lord is risen today            Alleluia! 

All creation joins to say                      Alleluia! 

Raise your joys and triumphs high   Alleluia! 

Sing you heavens let earth reply      Alleluia!                                                         

                                                                                                                                     10 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jcIpM8cVXQU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2U1MuOCHon4


Loving God - today we know and celebrate that             death is not the end 

I know that my Redeemer lives               What joy that blest assurance gives 

He lives, he lives who once was dead                 he lives my everlasting head 

The hymn – ‘Christ is alive’ can be sung unaccompanied, or said, or sung to the video 

(in four part harmony if you wish!) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T9gPQDtCax4 

   1  Christ is alive !   Let Christians sing. 
  His cross stands empty to the sky. 
  Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
  Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 

   2  Christ is alive !   No longer bound 
  to distant years in Palestine, 
  but saving, healing, here and now, 
  and touching every place and time. 

   3    CHOIR ONLY    In every insult, rift and war, 
                               where colour, scorn or wealth divide, 
                               Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 
                               and lives, where even hope has died. 

   4                               Women and men, in age and youth, 
                               can feel the Spirit, hear the call, 
                               and find the way, the life, the truth, 
                               revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 

   5  Christ is alive and comes to bring 
  good news to this and every age, 
  till earth and sky and ocean ring 
  with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 

Brian Wren (b. 1936) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 297 

Words: © 1969, 1995, Stainer & Bell Ltd, 23 Gruneisen Road, London N3 1DZ  www.stainer.co.uk  

Action – For a  5 min egg - take out your boiled egg now and crack it open to remind 

you of the tomb that was open. Eat your egg and then continue to worship as you say 

 He lives to bless me with his love  He lives to plead for me above 

 he lives my hungry soul to feed.  He lives to help in time of need  

And so we pray for all in need this day that they may know the presence of 

their living Saviour and the peace that he alone can bring. 

                                  (silence is kept for at least 20 seconds)                                                11 

READING – John 20:19-22    then read the following out loud 
 

It was late that Sunday evening, and the disciples were gathered together 
behind locked doors, because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities. 
Then Jesus came and stood among them. "Peace be with you," he said…..  
The disciples were filled with joy at seeing the Lord.  Jesus said to them 
again, "Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I send you."  Then he 
breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit.   
 

 

The song ‘Because he lives’ can be sung unaccompanied, or said, or sung to the video    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oPW9xYEyijQ 

God sent His Son, they called Him Jesus. 

He came to love, heal and forgive. 

He lived and died to buy my pardon. 

An empty grave is there to prove my Saviour lives. 
 

      Because He lives, I can face tomorrow 

      Because He lives, all fear is gone 

      Because I know He holds the future 

     And life is worth the living, just because He lives 
 

How sweet to hold a new born baby, 

And feel the pride and joy He gives. 

But greater still the calm assurance, 

This child can face uncertain days, because He lives 
 

     Because He lives…. 
 

And then one day, I'll cross the river 

I'll fight life's final war with pain 

And then, as death gives way to victory  

I'll see the lights of glory and I'll know He reigns 

     Because He lives ……   (repeat last line) 

 

We say the grace together:  

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Love of God and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all, evermore. Amen.  

                                                                                                                            12 
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