
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further  information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Love in Action  
                                                  We will share God’s love with others not  

                                                  just in what we say, but in what we do  

                                                  and who we are.                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (1 John 3:18 ) 

Sunday 19th April 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park and Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear friends , 

Are you feeling low? Then this Sunday is the one for you. You see it’s traditionally 
known as Low Sunday, the Sunday after the high of Easter Day. The Sunday when it’s 
back to the harsh reality of the valley after the mountain top experiences of the 
previous week. 

You see that contrast at various points in the gospels. Most notably in the story of 
the Transfiguration (Luke 9:28-40) where after experiencing the glory of Jesus on the 
mountain top (v33),  Peter, James and John are lost for words in wonder love and 
praise. They are then literally brought down to earth as they come face to face with 
their own weakness and frailty on returning to the valley and feeling powerless and 
vulnerable (v40) in the face of a disease they could do nothing about. Sound familiar? 

There will be highs and lows for all of us in the coming days, as we continue to join 
together in countering the effects of this terrible virus. There will be moments of 
wonder and beauty when we are moved to tears by the selfless love and care of so 
many of those around us, and there will be moments of despair and frustration, 
anger and fear, when we are moved to tears of the other sort. And just as Jesus was 
most vulnerable after the highpoint of his baptism in the river Jordan (Luke 3:21-22), 
so we will need to be on our guard at the very moment when we have been most 
blessed. I would use the analogy of a football team being most likely to concede a 
goal in the minutes immediately after scoring one, if that was a scenario that any of 
us could still remember! 

So take care, at this moment more than any previous moment – watch for and pray 
with, the risen Jesus, relying not on your own abilities, but on the one who was dead, 
but is now alive, and lives for ever more.   

David  

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  

 
O Lord, may we find the joy of the Lord even in the midst of our trials. 

We pray that You would teach us what it means to see beyond our 

troubles, knowing that You are with us.  Even so, Lord God, we see the 

challenges those around us are facing. We ask You to intervene, to be 

with those who are in need, to prompt us to participate with You as You 

care for your people, and, most of all, to restore creation and to make 

all things new. We pray that we would not be anxious, but that You 

would give us Your peace. Let us live differently in the midst of trial so that the 

world might see You in us. Amen.  

 

Father, you call us to speak to you in prayer– even when the places we would 

usually go to are not available. Help us to know your Spirit’s presence wherever we 

pray. 

Today we especially pray for those who are living in fear – give them your strength. 

For those who have not yet realised the urgency of the situation – protect them, and 

all of us from harm. In the name of Jesus.  Amen  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Please pray for all who are living or working in care homes and all volunteers who 

are working to support those who live in rural communities.  For transport workers, 

taxi drivers, delivery drivers and supermarket workers who are putting in such huge 

efforts to provide a service for all key workers and to keep the supply chains open 

for us all. 

The Funeral of Val Harris will take place on 20th April at 11am at the Green 

Cemetery in Herongate, with only Mark, Joanne and Jen (Val's sister) present. There 

is now a funeral service for those unable to attend on our website, on the 

worshipping together page.  Please remember the family in your prayers at this 

time. 

Pastoral 
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Encouragement 

Quote from the Holy week statement from Church leaders to the churches  

In the Book of Daniel we read about God’s people being taken into exile in Babylon. 

Daniel could not pray in the Temple in Jerusalem, but he continued to pray in exile – 

opening his window to face Jerusalem. Though he was on his own he joined with the 

prayers of the people wherever they were. Now we too are separated from each 

other physically, but when we pray in our homes we join in with this ancient tradition 

of our home as a place of prayer. Wherever we are, whenever we pray, when we 

speak and think of Christ, there he is in the midst of us. We join our prayers with all 

those who pray in our own churches and communities and around the world.  

I made this at artserve festival last autumn.  

I had no idea what was going to be created. No plan (so unlike me). 

I immersed myself in choosing the materials. I let go of expectation, 

judgement, anxiety, fear - all the things that can become obstacles 

to connection. Gradually it evolved and I wondered as I gazed upon 

it was this cross going up or coming down? Was this Before or 

After? Were the blocks people or something else?  -  Rachel 

 

Joy comes from our belief that, no matter what is happening, God is shaping us more 

completely into the image of Jesus Christ.  -   Dwight L. Moody  

A friend of ours saw this thanks to the NHS on a fence 

near her home, all made from rosettes.   And don’t 

forget to keep clapping for Carers each Thursday at 

8pm.  -  Ann B 

For those who have been taking part in the virtual National Methodist Choir and for 

those who are just interested to know what they have been up to in the last couple of 

weeks, here is a link to In Christ alone -  why not join in - a link can be found on the 

‘Fun together at home’ page on our website. 

Also up and running this week is our ‘Learning Together about Jesus’ page. There are 

already 5 sessions available with more to follow in the coming weeks. Please do 

share this with your family, friends and neighbours if they have young children. 

Radio and TV Suggestions –  As you continue to 

celebrate the good news of Easter check out 

‘Britain’s Easter Story’ on iPlayer which explores 

some of the traditions and music associated with 

Easter in this country.  

We record here the sad loss to Covid 19 of the 

comedian Tim Brooke Taylor, who  made us laugh 

with the 'never to be repeated on TV' - 'Goodies' and 

countless episodes of 'I'm sorry I haven't a clue' on 

radio.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oKJfs8C14yc&mc_cid=6779bc6c31&mc_eid=cd4b9f7323
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/fun-together-at-home/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/


 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 24th April 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex Kemp: 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is 

possible.  
 

For copies of these resources and other online material for home 

worship go to the Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links. 

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Encouragement - continued 

Clive Marsh writes about creativity as follows:  ‘Energising, life-giving, playful God, 

whose Spirit teases out of creation things old and new, be creative in and through 

us; be creative beyond us, so that what you hope and will for the world may come 

into being, justly, abundantly and joyously.’  

Have you learnt or discovered a new skill or hobby in these times of enforced 

isolation. Are you actually being more creative than ever before? Tell us about what 

you are doing as we discover light in the midst of darkness, new life in the valley of 

dry bones.  

A quote now being applied to COVID-19 as well as other things: We Won’t Go Back 

to Normal, Because Normal Was the Problem -  When a global pandemic strikes, 

the private-sector austerity model simply falls apart, writes Vijay Prashad.  

What does this say about ways of being church when we 'get back' - Discuss!  

mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/MethodistBcay
mailto:ann@bagwell.org.uk
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/fun-together-at-home/

