
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further  information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Love in Action  
                                                  We will share God’s love with others not  

                                                  just in what we say, but in what we do  

                                                  and who we are.                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (1 John 3:18 ) 

Sunday 26th April 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park and Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear friends – today would have been the 40th running of the London marathon, now 
postponed till 4th October, and as I do every year, I shall be wearing under my shirt my 
London marathon medal from the year 1992. Running a race is a familiar image from 
the bible, as we are challenged to  ‘run with determination the race that lies before 
us’. (Hebrews 12:1) 
      The London marathon begins with a rush, once you eventually reach the start line, 
and for a while you are carried along at a pace that is far too fast. But then as you get 
down near the Thames, by the Cutty Sark, the crowds have thinned, the pace has 
slowed, and you are into the long and demanding middle section that seems to go on 
for ever. A section where your mental attitude is as important as your physical fitness 
as you slowly but surely eat up the miles that just need to be covered if you are to ever 
finish. 
    I believe that we are now entering the middle section of the ‘corona virus race’. 
After the rush of adrenalin at the start and the novelty of a very different pattern of 
living, we are now facing the long haul. We know now, if we didn’t know before, that 
this is a marathon and not a sprint! 
    We need to adopt a pattern of living and praying, worship and work, that is 
sustainable not just for a few more days or weeks, but potentially for months to come. 
I hope that in the vast array of resources and suggestions that are now on or linked to 
our church website, you have found some things that will feed you and sustain you in 
the longer term. 
     But know this for sure, as we stay faithful and focused day by day, there will come 
that moment when, as for me back in April 1992, you sense that you are going to make 
it. Then a wave of growing expectation and excitement will carry you through ‘the 
wall’,  down the Mall, and across the finish line to receive the prize that is beyond 
silver or gold. (Philippians 3:14). But till then ’Keep Calm and Keep Carrying on’. 

Till ‘we meet again’, every blessing every day.     David 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you taught us to love our neighbour, and to care for 

those in need as if we were caring for you. In this time of anxiety, give 

us strength to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, and to assure the 

isolated of our love, and your love, for your name’s sake. Amen.  

As You Walk 

Do not hurry as you walk with grief, 

It does not help the journey. 

Walk slowly, pausing often: 

Do not hurry as you walk with grief. 

Be not disturbed, by memories that  

    come unbidden. 

Swiftly forgive; and let Christ speak for  

    you unspoken words. 

Unfinished conversation will be resolved  

    in Him. 
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Be not disturbed. Be gentle with the     

      one who walks with grief, 

If it is you, be gentle with yourself. 

Swiftly forgive; Walk slowly, pausing 

often: Take time. 

Be gentle as you walk with grief. 

Northumbrian Community –‘ Celtic 

Prayers for daily living’ 

The Kenya Partnership team is very grateful for all the support, both 

financial & in prayer, that we have received the past few weeks. We are 

relieved to report that Rev. Sammy was able to travel to Mombasa, 

deliver many hundreds of food parcels to the most needy families on the Dumpsite and 

return home to Nairobi the day the government announced a total lockdown! Here's an 

excerpt of a message from Sammy. 

We are now experiencing  days of abnormal fear, panic, anxiety and hopelessness with 

towering ramifications on human health, financial security, social life and future goals. 

We are now on week 2 of the lock down and things haven't  been that good. The 

current statistics for Africa indicate that over 20,000 people have tested positive and 

with no proper healthcare equipment in the region everyone is worried for the worst 

scenario. For example,known ventilators at the moment are 4 in a population of 40 

million people in Kenya!  

Please continue to hold Sammy, his family and the people of Kenya in prayer. Thank 

you. 



Belated birthday greetings to Alan Davis who reached a ‘significant birthday’ early 

last week.  Blessings to you from your church family Alan.  

Pastoral 
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Encouragement 

‘Hello darkness my old friend I’ve come to talk with you again’ – I wonder whether in 

being isolated for so long, we are as Art Garfunkle once said ‘losing the ability to 

communicate with each other’, or are we actually learning in our enforced ‘Sound of 

Silence’ new ways to both listen, communicate and care. 

The song also has the lines – ‘People talking without speaking, people hearing 

without listening’ and it describes people who ‘bowed and prayed to the neon God 

they made’ – what do you think that’s all about?  And can silence be for you a well - 

a well of fresh and living water? 

If you can - listen to this live version of another classic Simon and Garfunkle 

song https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9z87viDmOo       David  

 

 

Last week we invited 

those who had started 

a new hobby to get in 

touch and Geraldine 

has kindly sent us this 

picture of one of her 

oil paintings.  

Meanwhile, 

someone in Grays 

has been busy too. 

Though we are 

assured that it is 

not a Banksy! 

(picture submitted by) 

Rachel 

If you have enjoyed Spring Harvest in the past or would like to find out more about 

this years online event why not catch up with what has been happening on their 

YouTube page, which has links to both worship and teaching sessions.  Available 

until 30th April,   Sue H 

Last week we invited you to tell us about a new hobby. This week we challenge you 

to take up a new challenge  - in the past week some have been doing things based 

around 2.6 or 26 in honour of the London marathon – you can carry on with that if 

you wish or perhaps you’d rather join in a ‘hike to the moon’ with the scouts, whose 

website says – ‘If we all hike just one mile each – about 2,000 steps or 20 minutes 

walking on the spot – then together, we can complete the incredible 240,000 mile 

journey.’     

TV Suggestion–  With a lot of us spending more time in our gardens you may be 

interested in taking a look at ‘The British Garden, Life and Death on your lawn’ 

available on iPlayer.  Chris Packham and a team of wildlife experts follow five 

suburban gardens over a year, uncovering hidden wildlife dramas, and a vast cast 

of creatures battling for survival.   What will you discover on your patch?    Ann B 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9z87viDmOo
https://www.youtube.com/user/SpringHarvest


 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 1st May 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex Kemp: 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is 

possible.  
 

For copies of these resources and other online material for home 

worship go to the Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links. 

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Encouragement - continued 

Count your Blessings - In these strange times we miss many things that 

we used to take for granted.  However, there are some things where we 

find that we are indeed blessed in our current circumstances and a 

suggestion which we have just started following up is to jot these down 

and pin them up or put them in a jar to remind you.  When you come 

back to them you are reminded of the unexpected blessings that God 

has sent to you and these form a good basis for your thanksgiving 

prayers.  John L  

National Health Service  Having experienced a frightening and totally disorientating 

episode of vertigo, I rang 111 and received reassurance from the young man on 

duty - at 3am. Later I rang my GP and within half an hour of our discussion my 

prescription was delivered by an NHS courier on a motor bike. Later my regular 

prescriptions were dropped off by a cheerful volunteer using his own vehicle.  I’m 

definitely one of those outside clapping for the NHS at 8pm on Thursdays.    Ann N 

mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/MethodistBcay
mailto:ann@bagwell.org.uk
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/fun-together-at-home/

