
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further  information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Love in Action  
                                                  We will share God’s love with others not  

                                                  just in what we say, but in what we do  

                                                  and who we are.                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (1 John 3:18 ) 

Sunday 3rd May 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park and Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear friends – as we reach the start of May, another week, another month has passed.  
Many were hoping that things would change this month; impatiently waiting for that 
moment when ‘things get back to normal’ and ‘they can start to live again’. But for me 
that is to miss the point, and more to the point to miss what God is wanting to do right 
now. Because for God there’s ‘no time like the present’ – however tough that present 
may be in terms of our work, our health or our home situation. 

Jesus, having spoken about the joyful living of the birds of the air and the flowers in 
the field, said in Matthew 6:33-34 that we should be, ‘concerned above everything else 
with the Kingdom of God and with what he requires of you’. He told us not to ‘worry 
about tomorrow’, and instead to concentrate on the present. So I hear Jesus saying to 
us, as we contemplate some form of lockdown or social distancing for many more 
months yet, - ‘focus on the joys and responsibilities of today, and you will be engaged 
with what the Kingdom of God requires of you right now’. Don’t worry about 
tomorrow, don’t wait for tomorrow - who knows what tomorrow will bring? What is 
most important is ’ the reality that is today’. 

Bishop Graham Cray once said –‘ if God the Father is God coming to us from the past, 
and God the Holy Spirit is God coming to us from the future, then God in Jesus is God 
reaching out to us right now’, offering a way of living in the present as never before. 

So don’t worry about, or think too much about, tomorrow.  Instead focus on today as 
that unique never to be repeated moment when God has something good to share 
with you. These are precious days - enjoy them not endure them, live them to the full, 
and then you will begin to experience ‘life in all its fullness’. And in the process, almost 
as an afterthought you will be ready for whatever the future holds, and whenever that 
future unfolds. 

Every blessing, every day - David 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  

God of all grace, we rejoice that your love is for all, unlimited and free. 

May we, your children, have the same generous love for the world that 

you show us in Christ. For in Christ, we are all seen and known fully, 

redeemed and restored, and we need never be ashamed of failure. 

May we, in responding to all you offer us in Christ, learn to view others 

and see your world only through the lens of your love, which holds us, heals us and 

restores us to fullness of life. Amen. 
 

Prayer from StF 478       Make us afraid of the thoughts that delay, 

                                           faithful in all the affairs of today ;  

                                           keep us, Creator, from playing it safe, 

                                           thank you that now is the time of our life !  

                                                                                                       Fred Kaan (1929–2009)  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Is now the time? 

For those with access to skype etc. now is the time to connect with each other face 

to face. Why not arrange to have coffee or lunch together online. Some house 

groups have been meeting for fellowship or discussion during the lockdown  -  both 

ideally suited to zoom conferencing. For those without internet access you can of 

course still chat on the phone, and we will continue to do all that we can to keep 

you 'Connected with each other' but I know some who are thinking that now is the 

time to upgrade to a smart phone.  David 

Please continue to pray for our friends in Kenya who are facing 

increasing levels of ‘lock down’, flooding from heavy rains, and few 

medical resources to care for those with covid 19.  link to full update from Sammy  

As we continue to do all that we can as individuals to bring the spread of the virus 

under control please pray for our Government as they carefully consider all the 

factors that will affect the country as a whole in the future, and how best to 

implement them. 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Update-from-Sammy-April-2020.pdf
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Encouragement 

 

In recognition that many people cannot access 

worship via the internet, the Archbishop of 

Canterbury has launched a new free phone 

service. Callers will hear a special greeting from 

the Archbishop before being able to choose from 

a range of options, including hymns, prayers, 

reflections and advice on COVID-19.   Ron McD 

During the lockdown, we take a daily walk which has 

taken us to explore the many open spaces, commons 

and woods in Billericay. Along the way we see many 

twigs and branches of different shapes, sizes and 

woods just lying around, and I thought there may be an 

opportunity for some rustic art; so with a saw and some 

glue I have attached the resulting figures. I wonder if 

anybody has any other ideas?       Mike T 

Carpool Karoake - speaking to James Corden in his Carpool Karoke, Sir Paul 

McCartney revealed how his mother - who died from cancer when he was 14 - 

inspired him to write the song 'Let it be'. He said – "I had a dream… where my mum 

came to me and was reassuring me, saying: 'It's gonna be OK. Just let it be..." 

McCartney's mother was called Mary, which has been cited as an inspiration for the 

phrase "Mother Mary" rather than any direct reference to Mary the mother of Jesus. 

Watch the first 7 minutes of the youtube clip if you can to hear the story and listen 

to this song of hope and positivity and consider that as far as the future is 

concerned we need to - ‘Let it be’.   David 

I biked to the Herongate 

Community garden on 

Sunday afternoon and it 

was beautiful to take a 

rest (not sunbathe!) and 

meditate in the peace 

there. I interrupted two 

ducks in the pond but 

they seemed happy . 

               On my way home  I spied  this hidden copse of bluebells too.    Rachel 

Alongside all the ‘virtual birthday cards’ from 

children and the 125,000+ cards already delivered 

through Royal Mail we add our own greetings. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjvzCTqkBDQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjvzCTqkBDQ


 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 8th May 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is 

possible.  
 

For copies of these resources and other online material for home 

worship go to the Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links. 

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Encouragement - continued 

Thank you to all who are already contributing by sending in items 

and pictures for inclusion in CWEO.  We would love to hear from 

more of you - it is one of the ways that you can keep in touch with 

each other and share what is helping you through this period. If 

you are not on email we are having letters sent to us, or please 

phone with your thoughts. 

Finances– thank you to everyone who continues to support us with a monthly standing 

order – this is most appreciated.  Also thanks to those of you who have posted cheques 

to me during this lockdown period to cover your normal envelope scheme giving. Could I 

please encourage others to think about doing this as well, or to save your weekly giving 

and surprise us when we return to Sunday worship.  If you would like to set up a monthly 

standing order please send me an email or ring and I can let you know the bank details, 

also if you want to put through one-off amounts to cover your normal cash or cheque 

giving.  Although our buildings are closed there are still bills to be paid and so your 

continued support is really important to us all.   Thank you, Lorraine  

mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/MethodistBcay
mailto:ann@bagwell.org.uk
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/fun-together-at-home/

