
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further  information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Love in Action  
                                                  We will share God’s love with others not  

                                                  just in what we say, but in what we do  

                                                  and who we are.                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (1 John 3:18 ) 

Sundays 5th and 12th April 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park and Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear friends, 

Have you ever ’followed the herd’ rather than made up your own mind – bought 
something simply because everybody else was buying it. And I’m not just talking about 
toilet rolls here, the herd mentality extends to many other aspects of life. There were 
many in the crowds in Jerusalem during that last week of Jesus’ earthly life who were 
following the crowd rather than their own judgement and belief. First of all on Palm 
Sunday when they all got swept up in a tide of emotion, and started shouting and yelling 
dangerous stuff about Jesus being a new king, and then on Good Friday, just five days 
later, when they succumbed to ‘peer pressure’ and started shouting and yelling for him 
to be crucified. Crowds can be dangerous things – hence the need for self-isolation and 
social distancing for many more months to come. 

But people coming together as one can also be a very positive thing, with ‘crowd 
funding’ to get vital projects off the ground, and the mass response of hundreds of 
thousands of volunteers to help support the NHS front line. And ultimately it will be, of 
course, our response as an interdependent community that will slow the spread of the 
disease and allow us to move step by careful step towards ‘normality’; with other 
measures then in place to deal with the ongoing more isolated cases of this terrible 
disease.  

So let us be thankful to God for the sense of being connected with each other despite 
our necessary separation.  Let us also look for the signs of a new and better life that will 
emerge as a result of the good things that we have experienced  during these difficult 
times. 

I am really looking forward to this opportunity for us to share together over Holy Week, 
using the ’Worshipping together at Easter’ material provided. Of course the quality of 
singing may be somewhat higher for those singing along to a video but it's the thought 
that counts not the four part harmonies!   

Keep calm and carry on…. praying and caring                    David 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  

 
   We need to learn to trust and know God in our lives,  

   God here hidden within the clouds and storms, 

   one with our doubts and fears. 

   This is our peace: that in the depths of our adversities 

   we find a God who shares our pain and life’s cruel miseries. 

   Words: © Andrew Brown (November 2019, rev. March 2020) 
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Prayer for April (Corona) 

Loving God, faithful and true, 

generous in your love and care. 
 

As news of death and dying fills our    

     screens 

Help us to remember, 

that in Christ 

death comes before life 

and not after it. 

As new opportunities come to life; 

As new levels of community care and   

      concern spring into being, 

We give you thanks and praise. 

For only as this new seed is sown in     

      the ground, 

and watered by your love; 

Will the new growth come, 

and the harvest be gathered.    Amen. 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Please pray for   All Keyworkers who will be working so hard during this period.  For 

children who are at home and those who are caring for them, who may also need 

to be working from home.  For children who are still going to school, and the staff 

who may be working with reduced levels of support.  For all those who are self-

isolating, that they will have the help they need. 

Please continue to pray for Rev Sammy, who is delivering Easter 

Food parcels to the families on the Mwakirunge dump-site in 

Mombasa.  He is having to do this alone, and in very difficult 

circumstances because of the growing restrictions that are in place 

due to Covid-19. Self-distancing is practically impossible because of living 

conditions and the need for people to work to try and provide food for their families.  

Sammy had hoped to relocate his family from Nairobi to Mombassa, but this is not 

now possible and so he will have to continue to commute between work and home 

as long as he is permitted.  Please continue to pray for him and his family. 
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Encouragement 

A Vision of Heaven    One of my favourite phrases in the bible is that spoken by Mary 

Magdalene when she first saw the risen Jesus. And she supposing Him to be the 

gardener ..........It is so understated ,so amazing that the risen Christ should be 

mistaken for a jobbing gardener pushing a wheelbarrow .........It is not everyone's 

vision of Heaven , but it is mine because it does not deny this world, quite the 

opposite, it takes the things of this world and transforms them into glory, revealing 

the steadfast , holy love of God has for each one of us in Christ.  Christopher Herbert 

I am walking every morning before I start work (from home) and it has 

been glorious to see and hear the birds, notice the colourful flowers 

beginning to peep out, the magnolias budding and basking in the early 

morning sunshine. Life, all life is precious.  It feels good to be alive. 

Nodding hello to others who pass by either jogging or walking their 

dogs who are looking either very surprised or content. There is a 

solidarity in what we are doing even though we may feel weak or 

helpless to help others we are helping. We are saving lives. My cup of 

daily tea in my mug reminds me of Christ’s enduring love for us and the hope and 

trust we have in Him.  Rachel 

Radio and TV Suggestions –  BBC Essex Sundays 8am - 8.30am - a short Sunday 

service from a variety of traditions - Val H  

Those of you who enjoyed watching Wild Cuba recently, check out Wild Ireland by the 

same presenter and film crew, available on BBC iPlayer.  Stunning!      Ann B 

If you are not ‘feeling groovy’ but instead feeling ‘stuck’ at home then here’s a quote 

from a shy Paul Simon as he describes in a rare interview how he got ‘stuck’  in the 

writing of the song ‘Bridge over Troubled Water’– ‘Everywhere I went, led me where I 

didn’t want to be – that’s what I mean by being ‘stuck’  - If you can -  watch the 

interview and then listen to the inspirational song performed live by him and Art 

Garfunkle on https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qFt0cP-klQI   and https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=xC5gFakHeMk      David 

Easter Resources for families with children. In addition to the Holy week material 

which comes with this edition there are some additional online resources for use 

with young children that can be accessed via our ‘Celebrate Easter Together’ Banner 

on our website.  Please do let family and friends know about it as a way of sharing 

the Good news of Easter with all ages. 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to Joyce Forrest who recently became a Great-Grandma for the first 

time, to Martha, a daughter for her Grandson Daniel & his wife Georgiana.  

We are delighted to announce the birth of Joyce Scott’s third great grandchild.  A 

little girl, Ottilie Jo, was born on 19th March, to proud parents Kirsty and Paul.  We 

send our warmest congratulations to all the family and are delighted to be able to 

share in their happiness at this time.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qFt0cP-klQI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xC5gFakHeMk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xC5gFakHeMk


 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put some-

thing in our ’Encouragement’ 

slot please email me and I will                     

                  do my best to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 17th April 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex Kemp: 

kempi_41@tiscali.co.uk 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies for service sheets for 

those who have no internet access as long as this is possible. Please 

see the Worshipping Together at Easter material this week. 

For copies of these resources and other online material for home 

worship go to the Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links. 

Check out and share with your friends other resources that will come online next 

week - Learning Together about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun 

Together at Home – links to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Notices 

A Message from Tear Fund  Our friends at Toilet Twinning – who we’ve been in close 

partnership with for ten years – have just launched a new campaign. It’s called Tap 

Twinning, and it’s going to save lives. As you know, hand-washing is vital in beating 

coronavirus. But many vulnerable communities simply don’t have the necessary 

knowledge of good hygiene practices. Tap Twinning aims to change that. For more 

information, and to twin your tap, please visit their website today. By doing so, you 

can play an important role in stopping the spread of the virus. Tap Twinning 

As this is a double edition of ‘Connecting with each other’, spanning Palm Sunday 

and Holy Week, our next issue will be on Sunday 19th April.  Please continue to 

send in your encouragements to each other, they are very much appreciated by all. 

Our website continues to be updated as more resources come our way, so please 

keep visiting it if you can, and don’t forget to REFRESH YOUR WEBPAGE each time 

to make sure you have the latest information.   Thank you.       Ann B 

mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
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https://www.toilettwinning.org/tap-twinning/?utm_source=Tearfund&utm_campaign=24fdd220da-Tap+Twinning+%E2%80%93+Main+%28Eng%26Wal+w%2F+excs%29+%E2%80%93+03%2F20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3245dce5e3-24fdd220da-31007493

