
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further  information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Love in Action  
                                                  We will share God’s love with others not  

                                                  just in what we say, but in what we do  

                                                  and who we are.                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (1 John 3:18 ) 

Sunday 10th May 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park and Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear friends – In the midst of all that is so distressing and sad, shafts of light and love 
continue to shine through the darkness. Paul writes in Romans 8:28 that ‘God works 
for good in all things’. So I ask myself what is the good that God is longing to bring out 
of this situation; a situation that no-one, least of all God would ever have wished  
upon us; and I wonder whether it lies in the need for us to take greater responsibility 
for our worship and prayer life. 

You see the church has become more and more passive in its worship over the years as 
we sit back and listen to what others are doing for us.  We’ve drifted into, being 
‘critical consumers of a product’, rather than engaged in more active worship. As Jesus 
puts it, our love for, or worship of God should involve the giving of our whole selves, 
‘our heart and soul and mind,’ in expressing a love that is real. (Matthew 22:37) 

God has for a long time been looking forward to the day, when he will write his law 
directly on our hearts saying,’ I will be their God, and they will be my 
people’ (Jeremiah 31:33). So, for me the challenge of these times, is for us to take 
greater responsibility for our worship and prayer; to adopt a more ‘do it yourself’ 
attitude.  

And if we are to embrace D.I.Y worship, we will need to see the church as more B&Q  
and less M&S; as we change from ready meals that require no preparation from us, to 
constructing our own (daily) worship pattern with the tools that we have to hand. 
More of that next week as we begin a three-week series on the work of the Spirit. But 
for the future generally - more of the same is not now an option. We need to recognise 
the need to change how we work, witness and worship in a world that has changed 
beyond recognition. So, to those who ‘have the ears to hear… listen to the Spirit and 
understand what he is saying to the churches’. (Revelation 2:29)   

Till next week – take responsibility - for your own well-being and that of others. 

David 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  

Prayer for May  Loving God as we journey on through this month, 

may we discover each day, the ‘sweetness’ of your love, which will 

renew us and refresh us. This is a rough and narrow path that we are 

walking. Feed us each day with your living presence. 

Help us to be the person you need us to be. 

The desert still stretches out before us, but within it an oasis of calm when we need 

it. Guide us to those streams of living water that rise up where they are least 

expected; and baptise us with your spirit. Amen.  A prayer based on the hymn - ‘ I hunger and 

I thirst’  - 462* MHB *my running number in the Plymouth marathon – David Bagwell  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Please remember the work of Changing Pathways who continue to be very busy 

but are unable to collect donations of food and clothes as usual to help the 

families that they support.  Pam Sterry remains in touch with them and asks, if you 

feel led to make a donation, please send your cheque to Lorraine Harris or put 

through a bank credit to the church account so that a direct payment can be made 

to them. Please also pray for all those who are suffering from domestic abuse, that 

they may be able to find the help and refuge that they need, particularly during 

these difficult times. 

Congratulations to  Pam and Tom Sterry who celebrated the Golden Wedding 

Anniversary in recent days.  Blessings to you both from your church family. 

We are delighted to share with you that a substantial bequest has been received 

this week from the estate of Elsie Vollmer who was a much loved member of this 

Church family.  You will all have your own memories of Elsie, but I especially 

remember the warmth and love she showed every time I phoned with something to 

put on the prayer chain – she always asked how my family were – also I’d say what 

a lovely sunny day, to which her response would be ‘I have to keep the curtains 

closed because of my eyes’ – so sad not to have been able to enjoy daylight for so 

many years.  Lorraine  

Pastoral 
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Encouragement 

Several people have contacted us this week to say 

that they are discovering new footpaths and local 

beauty spots that they never knew about before, 

despite living in the area for many years.  Here is a 

suggested walk sent in by Mike T, do tell us about 

your favourite places. 

Due to popular demand the Spring Harvest Home material on YouTube is now 

available until the end of May.   Sue H 

Our daughter-in-law has just sent us the link to 

Blessing for the Nation on Youtube. A song with 

contributions from churches around the UK. Very 

moving, powerful & uplifting. We thought you 

would find it hopeful...      Sue H 

God’s Promise 

God has not promised 

  skies always blue, 

Flower-strewn pathways 

 All our lives through; 

God has not promised 

 Sun without rain 

Joy without sorrow, 

Peace without pain. 

But God has promised 

 Strength for the day, 

   Rest for the labour, 

Light for the way, 

Grace for the trials 

Help from above, 

Unfailing sympathy 

Undying love! 
Mandi Wilding 

My children gave me a birthday gift this year that is proving a 

real blessing, when there is so much conflicting information 

around. It was a year’s subscription to The Week, a weekly 

magazine full of all the key articles from the main newspapers in 

this country and across the world.  If you no longer buy a daily 

newspaper but would still like to keep abreast of the news, and 

get a range of different points of view then why not check it out. 

David B  

Social distancing 

implications! 

https://www.youtube.com/user/SpringHarvest/videos
https://youtu.be/PUtll3mNj5U


 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 
bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 
’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   
                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 15th May 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is 

possible.  
 

For copies of these resources and other online material for home 

worship go to the Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links. 

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Encouragement - continued 

 

 
DIY Worship on 17th, 24th and 31st May 

From next Sunday, for the next three weeks, we shall be offering a range of 

resources for you to construct, lead and enter into your own act of worship, 

hopefully at 10.30am on a Sunday morning, so that you can again have a real 

sense of worshipping together with others. These will be available either as a 

printed hard copy delivered to you alongside your usual CWEO, or as a pdf with your 

Friday email, or as files accessible by anyone from the ’Worshipping Together’ 

page of our website. A page that contains other options for worship and prayer.  

There is also a link on the service sheet to activities and other video files on the 

theme so that those with internet access can expand their worship and include 

other aspects of learning together for all ages.  For each service, let me 

know which parts of this package were most helpful and why, as we explore what 

may be possible in the weeks and months to come.   David 

mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/MethodistBcay
mailto:ann@bagwell.org.uk
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https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
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https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/fun-together-at-home/

