
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further  information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Love in Action  
                                                  We will share God’s love with others not  

                                                  just in what we say, but in what we do  

                                                  and who we are.                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (1 John 3:18 ) 

Sunday 17th May 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park and Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear friends – Last time we looked at the challenge, opportunity or need to take 
greater responsibility for our worship and prayer life;  both  now - during lockdown 
and beyond; and, as I said, that goes hand in hand, with the need to worship and pray 
as a church community without a church building to meet in. A challenge that may also 
be an opportunity to broaden and deepen our understanding of God and where we 
can ‘meet with him’.  For despite what some campaigners are saying we don’t need to 
re-open our churches and reinstate the rituals of worship to allow people to meet with 
God and pray to him.  God is much bigger than that. As Paul says in Acts 17:24, God is 
active and present in all of his creation, not just the religious bits and can be 
encountered and worshipped anywhere and anytime.  

This Sunday (17th May) we begin a three week series on the work of the Spirit that is 
described in Genesis 1:2, as the power of God hovering over the waters or in other 
translations as a raging ocean - reminding us that water was often seen as a place of 
danger, destruction and death. The work of the spirit is therefore to bring life and 
order out of this chaos, with a ‘daily’ evolving pattern and purpose to God’s activity.    

Such a pattern will I think be helpful for our overall health, as we journey through the 
restrictions, that we are currently living under. So pray to the Spirit to bring new order, 
purpose and balance, out of the ongoing chaos of lockdown, so that at the end of each 
day you can with God look back and give thanks for something that was good, and 
once a week look back and realise that some things have actually been very good.  

On the back page you will find a checklist of things that it would be good to include in 
some way in each day’s cultivated living. Things that together will protect you from 
the inevitable boredom verging on depression that is likely to affect us all, even if we 
do have others to share our isolation with. Most of all they will allow the Spirit of God 
to move in us in new ways, and do what the Spirit does best. And that will always be 
good.            David 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  
 

God of creation, we give you thanks for your transforming power and 

your gift of love in Jesus. Speak to us and fill your Church with the 

power of your Spirit. Enable us to see beyond the confines of our own 

desires, equip us to live lives of faith in this changing world, establish 

within us a desire for justice and mercy and enrich our lives, that in city, 

town, or village we may delight in you. Wherever you call us to be your people may 

we recognise the possibilities of your kingdom, tread boldly as we carry the gospel 

and love others as you have commanded. Amen  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Our granddaughter, Laura, is half-way into her nurse training course at Suffolk 

University. Thanks to covid-19 this has been interrupted but she was invited to put 

her name down as an auxiliary nurse at the associated Ipswich Hospital. The other 

four people in her flat went home but she stayed on and has been working a rota of 

days and nights on the virus recovery ward ever since. Some of you may remember 

Laura as the very small girl who sat on the steps of the upper room while Wendy, her 

mummy, tidied up after preschool. We are very proud of her. Alec and Catherine G 

 

Andrew Carter – Langdon Hills - has let us know that his mum June died in the early 

hours of 7th May. June was organist at Langdon Hills for many years and will be 

known to many.  She had been in a care home for some time but following a fall 

was taken into hospital. June died peacefully with the words of a hymn on her lips!  

Julie C 

Pastoral 

Please pray for all who are responsible for making their work environments Covid- 

19 secure and their employees who have already returned to work or will be doing 

so during the coming days and weeks.  Please also pray for schools, nurseries and 

pre-schools as they respond to the latest guidelines.  As we all seek to understand 

and comply with the governments message to ’Stay alert, control the virus, and 

save lives’ help us to do so with patience and care for ourselves and others.  
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Encouragement 

Playing the piano as 

never before.  If you  

can, please click on  

this picture to hear  

their creative approach 

to making music. 

I am enjoying an old hobby now 

there is more time in these 

Lockdown days. It will become 

a cot blanket with time for 

more squares!  Loved seeing 

the Rustics recently.   Pam C 

Thank you to all who have 

delivered copies of notices 

and worship sheets since 

lockdown began. It is much 

appreciated. Celia McD  

THE NEW NORMAL?  Rod Liddle writing in the Sunday Times found that 46% of 

those sampled actually preferred some aspects of lockdown to their normal lives. 

They liked working from home, the lack of traffic and being able to hear birdsong.  

Though many are struggling to survive, some have found that they are able to ‘get 

by’ on a lot less than they realised. All of which prompted the economist Prof. Tim 

Jackson to wonder how soon we might, ‘revert to spending money we don’t have, 

on things we don’t need, to create an impression that won’t last, on people we 

don’t care about’?    taken from THE WEEK issue 1278  p22 

Queen's Park Country Park turns yellow 

with a "sea of buttercups". I have 

discovered a lovely walk from Queen's 

Park Country Park to Hannikins Farm. 

This is looking towards Ingatestone & 

Fryerning.  Heather A 

Calling all lovers of 

Big Breakfast.   

Join us for a ‘virtual’ reunion on 

Saturday 30th May between 9.00 

and 9.30am.  Just bring a smile - 

and your own breakfast of course. 

Zoom invite will be sent out with 

CWEO email on Friday 29th May. 

I’ve just started to 

set up my music 

workshop over at 

Stock.  Here is my 

version of  ‘Sovereign 

over us’.   Mike H 

Hand delivered copies of CWEO   One or two of you who have been receiving these 

each week have let us know that you are now  able to access  the material in other 

ways.  If any others have also made alternative arrangements please do let us 

know, but we are happy to continue delivering to all who need paper copies.  Ann B 

Bite size news   (Coronavirus) NEWSCAST is 

for me a must see programme – available 

late night on Thursdays on BBC 1 or at 

other times on iPlayer it 

gives a relaxed and 

conversational approach to 

the main stories of the 

week.       David B 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ic4yWW-fRPM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L0ZcUpew354


 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 
bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 
’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   
                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 22nd May 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is 

possible.  
 

For copies of these resources and other online material for home 

worship go to the Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links. 

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Encouragement - continued 

A Cultivated life – Do all of these, every day in some way, and release the spirit. 

mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/MethodistBcay
mailto:ann@bagwell.org.uk
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
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https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/fun-together-at-home/

