
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further  information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Love in Action  
                                                  We will share God’s love with others not  

                                                  just in what we say, but in what we do  

                                                  and who we are.                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (1 John 3:18 ) 

Sunday 31st May 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park and Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear friends – 2020 was always going to be a memorable year; the start of a new 
decade is, like a birthday with a ‘0’ at the end, a bit special. Back in January, I had a 
sermon theme lined up called ‘20/20 vision - a clear vision for the future’, exploring 
the changes we might choose to make as a church, to prepare for the coming decade. 

But all of that changed in March. 2020 will still be a memorable year, but now for very 
different reasons. Can it though, still be a year of vision? Can it be that year when we 
glimpsed something of what the future needs to look like for the church and for the 
world? 

Pentecost is the day to consider these questions. It was the day when God through his 
Spirit gave the church a more inclusive vision of the future, and the means to build 
that future, sometimes called the kingdom of God.  

The Spirit of God, as we have seen in the last few weeks,  has been active since the 
beginning of time;  was perfectly seen in Jesus; and today came as promised to the 
disciples as they waited in Jerusalem. On that day according to Acts 2:16-21 the 
prophesy of Joel 2:28-32 came glorious true, as the young had visions, the old had 
dreams, and all manner of people and races were joined together as one.  God had 
met them where they were; spoken to them in ways that they could understand and 
appreciate; and shared his perfect vision of a better world with those who were 
already hoping for something a little better. 

Is God giving us today a fresh vision, and the means to convey that vision in new ways 
that others can understand and appreciate? A vision of a much better, simpler, 
radically different world. Or will that vision fade over time as we frantically try to 
recreate the fast fading past. I hope and pray not, because history says that change 
won’t always happen naturally. 

Yours, still hoping       David 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  
 

Spirit of Truth, breathe life into us and move us to new 

places.  Help us to see the ways in which we have 

power and resources to change the world, and urge us 

to use what we have for the good of all.  Though the 

one who motivates us into new living, Jesus Christ.         

Amen 

2 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

 

A Living Prayer         

In this world I walk alone  

with no place to call my home 

But there's one who holds my hand 

The rugged road through barren lands 
 

The way is dark, the road is steep 

But He's become my eyes to see 

The strength to climb, my griefs to bear 

The Saviour lives inside me there 
 

In your love I find release 

A haven from my unbelief 

Take my life and let me be 

A living prayer my God to thee 

 

Pam S 

In these trials of life I find 

Another voice inside my mind 

He comforts me and bids me live 

Inside the love the Father gives 

 

In your love I find release 

A haven from my unbelief 

Take my life and let me be 

A living prayer my God to thee 
 

Take my life and let me be 

A living prayer my God to thee  

                                Alison Krauss 

Please pray for  teachers, other staff and children who will be returning to school 

during the coming days and weeks and need to adapt to new ways of being 

together in class.  Remember also those children who will not be able to return at 

this time, for whatever reason, and who may be feeling ‘left out’ and sad because 

of it.  As nurseries and pre-schools, including our own, work towards reopening in a 

safe way, we ask God’s blessing on their planning and practical preparations. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kv3WSrZ-9bM&feature=youtu.be
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Encouragement 

Common sense is a phrase that we are likely to hear a lot about over the next few 

months as lockdown ‘rules’ are relaxed and we are asked to ‘apply common sense’ 

to fresh guidelines that are given to us.  The Oxford English dictionary defines it as 

‘good sense and sound judgement in practical matters’.  

One of the characteristics that I inherited from my Dad is to ‘ponder’ over things.  

To take time to  ’chew it over’.  So, I am ‘wondering’ - What makes something 

‘good’ sense?  What constitutes ‘sound’ judgement?  Is our ‘common sense’ to be 

employed for the ‘common good’ or is it simply the rational we will use to justify our 

own choices? 

In recent months a very large proportion of the country, indeed the world, have 

been following rules to keep not only themselves but others safe.  We are now 

shifting gear into having the freedom to apply ’common sense’ to the practical 

choices of life as we slowly exit lockdown. What motivation will be in the driving 

seat? Whose wisdom will we be drawing on?  Feel free to ‘ponder’!           Ann B 

Thursday nights at 8pm     Like many others along our road and across 

the country we are outside clapping, or in my case banging a saucepan, 

to express our gratitude to the many who are on the front line; caring for 

others often risking their own safety and well-being.  Apart from the fact 

that I have already broken two wooden spoons this has been a very 

positive experience. I would love to see it continue but at some stage it 

will cease, or be replaced by something else. Any ideas? And is there some way we 

can build a time of reflection and thanksgiving into our regular worship once we 

return to meeting face to face.   David B 

Enemy of Apathy 

She sits like a bird, brooding on the waters,  

Hovering on the chaos of the world’s first day; 

She sighs and she sings, mothering creation, 

Waiting to give birth to all the Word will say. 
 

She wings over earth, resting where she wishes, 

Lighting close at hand or soaring through the skies; 

She nests in the womb, welcoming each wonder, 

Nourishing potential hidden to our eyes. 

She dances in fire, startling her spectators, 

Waking tongues of ecstasy where dumbness reigned; 

She weans and inspires all whose hearts are open, 

Nor can she be captured, silenced or restrained. 

For she is the Spirit, one with God in essence, 

Gifted by the Saviour in eternal love; 

She is the key opening the scriptures, 

Enemy of apathy and heavenly dove. 

John Bell - Wild Goose Publications 

The wild goose is the ancient Celtic symbol of the Holy Spirit.  

Here is a beautiful hymn from the Iona community which does 

much to capture the variety of ways in which the Spirit can be 

seen at work. 

It’s that time of year,  yes Springwatch is back!   Perhaps this 

year, more than most, we will enjoy and benefit from the 

opportunity to see and celebrate what is going on in the wider 

countryside.   



 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 5th June 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

tech@billericaymethodistchurch.org      

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is 

possible.  
 

This week we join together in worship for the final in our series of ‘The 

Spirit at Work’ which can be found here or via the Pentecost banner on 

the church website homepage. 

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Encouragement - continued 

Pentecost Challenge  Why not get creative as part of your Pentecost celebrations.  

With the colours, symbols, and energy associated with this time in the Christian 

story what can you produce to share with others?  Whether it’s knitting, painting, 

cooking, creative writing, flower arranging, music, sculpture - we would be delighted 

to see or hear about whatever you feel inspired to do. Different media speak to 

people in different ways.  Let’s share the good news in as wide a variety of ways as 

possible.  It would be great, at some point, to create a display in a variety of formats 

of all your Pentecost material.  Open to young and old and all those in between! 

 

Please remember  David and I will be taking our planned holiday ’at home’ for the 

next two weeks and David Ashworth will be producing CWEO during this time. 

Between Friday 29th May to Weds 10th June please send items for inclusion, 

including pictures of your Pentecost Challenge, to the following email address. 

tech@billericaymethodistchurch.org     Thank you.  Ann B 
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