
Worship for June 14th 

Theme: ‘Worship in the Everyday’

Good morning all, we begin our worship this morning with a prayer 
of approach. Please feel free to use this material as you most feel 
comfortable. This extract is taken from Hymn 287 ‘When I survey the
wondrous cross’. 

Let us pray:
When I survey the wondrous cross
Oh which the Prince of glory died
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride

Where the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small,
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my fire, my all. Amen.

We shall continue with the song ‘Be Still’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NuVZW4YTXo8

BE STILL, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here;
Come bow before Him now with reverence and fear.
In Him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground;
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here.

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around;
He burns with holy fire; with splendour He is crowned.
How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of light!
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around.
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Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place;
He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister His grace.
No work too hard for Him, in faith receive from Him;
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place. 
David J Evans

Introduction:
Covid19 has had the biggest single effect on our country since WW2 
and we are going to have to live it with it for some time to come. 
Groups of us have been identified as vulnerable when perhaps we 
never considered ourselves as such and others have discovered that 
they need to be shielded from this virus. All of us have had to deal 
with the instruction to isolate and normal social interaction has 
ceased with only now beginning to relax for some. So how have we 
managed to maintain our connection with God in this challenging 
time, what new opportunities have we found or perhaps we have re-
discovered old routines and disciplines that bring us into God’s 
presence. Today we shall reflect on how the teaching of Jesus and 
what he taught about worship, perhaps we shall get some ideas on 
how we might approach this from a different perspective and have a 
different sense of what ‘normal’ might become.

We continue with our reading which is from John 4 v19 – v24 the 
NIV version.

19“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20Our 
ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the 
place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”  21“Woman,”Jesus 
replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the 
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You Samaritans 
worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for 
salvation is from the Jews.23Yet a time is coming and has now 
come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit 
and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 
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God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in 
truth.”

Talk:

So right at the outset it is important to identify the points that can be 
drawn from this reading and what they might mean for us 
particularly in the light of our experience of lockdown isolation and 
Covid 19.
John 4 v21: The place where one worships does NOT matter.
John 4 v22: The object that we worship DOES matter.
John 4 v23: The attitude of worship DOES matter.
We have heard the expression that we live in ‘unprecedented times’ 
repeatedly over the last 11 weeks which is certainly true for this 
generation but there have been throughout history events that have 
caused a re-calibration of a national conscience. Indeed, there are 
many examples of this when one reads the Old Testament between 
the Jewish people and their God. The story of Abraham, the story of 
the exodus, the receiving of the 10 commandments to name but a few 
and I am sure that you can think of many more and it culminates with
the greatest adjustment of all with the birth of Jesus.

So, what have we learnt individually and corporately from our 
enforced isolation? One thing we have definitely learnt is how to use 
Zoom and other forms of conference calling! Who would have 
thought we would be meeting like this 3 months ago? but we have 
also learnt to seek God and come closer to him in new ways, perhaps
for the very first time we see him and meet with him differently? Or 
perhaps this time has been difficult for us to feel that God is with us 
and we have felt ourselves distancing from him; it is the regular 
coming together in one place that provides us with the ‘discipline’ of 
knowing him in our lives and with that gone we have been 
challenged to feel him beside us. 
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John 4 v21 is a direct challenge to the understanding that any of us 
have to go to somewhere to worship God, we can worship him 
anywhere and indeed should be looking for him everywhere. This is 
not to say that there are not places that are not ‘sacred’ or special 
where individually we might find it easier to feel his presence but 
more an acceptance that he is to be found everywhere, if we look and
listen hard enough. The place that we worship does NOT matter 
feeling God’s presence does.

The idea that we worship an object is a little alien to us in 
Methodism. I suspect that many of us struggle with the concept of a 
‘shrine’ which I have often seen on holiday, with the figure of a saint 
or Mary in it or indeed a holy relic, such as a piece of the ‘true 
cross’. I certainly do but we have our own objects that were/are 
immovable and perhaps even sacred. I can remember being party to 
many heated discussions about a pulpit and its central place in the 
teaching of ‘The Word’ and indeed about the validity of pews and 
carpet. So, taking the moral high ground on these issues is always a 
risky thing to do as Jesus said you should remove the plank in your 
own eye before worrying about a speck of dust in another’s.

John 4 v22 makes it clear that the object of our worship does matter, 
knowing who we worship is at the centre of our relationship with 
God and Jesus. Many people have a strong relationship with their 
football team and will do anything to support them. They ‘idolise’ 
their team and cannot see fault with them or those associated with 
them, but this ‘worship’ should not consume their lives although for 
many it does. They live for the match, the game it rules the rhythm of 
their lives to the exclusion of everything else. This is the sort of 
worship Jesus is warning against because it is not rooted in a 
relationship with God.

As we look around us particularly at this time what do we feel? With 
the death of George Floyd, the subsequent demonstrations across the
world and more recently the violence that has followed in Britain 
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what does that say about us as individuals and also as communities. 
Our attitude to such events is often decided by what we read and 
hear from others not what we know for ourselves. What is central to 
our response as Christians is to understand how Jesus would have 
reacted. There is no doubt that central to his teaching on the 
kingdom of God is justice and love for all. We are called to extend 
our hands to those who are marginalised, unloved and say that we do
support you. Our attitude in all things should be based on love and 
understanding and so it should be in our worship too.

John 4 v23 tells us that our attitude to worship really does matter. If 
we come to it with a closed mind, hard heart and deaf ears what are 
we likely to receive…nothing. If we approach with an open mind, 
kind heart and listening ears how much more are we promised that 
we shall receive. We should come to worship in Spirit and truth. 
Knowing Jesus enables us to approach our worship with confidence 
we have ‘permission’ to come into his presence and reach out to 
God. Honesty is central to our worship for if we hide who are we 
hiding from, ourselves?  Each other? God? In our worship there is 
no hiding place as uncomfortable as this may sound for God will 
seek out the dark hidden places in our lives so our attitude is central 
to worship.

To sum up, with an open mind we can see God all around us, we just 
have to look for him. Keeping our eyes focused on him as the centre 
of worship lets us see him in the most surprising places and also the 
most wonderful. If we worship with honesty and his spirit who knows
what might be revealed to us and perhaps that is the problem many 
of us don’t want to know what God has in store for us we would 
rather just carry on in our own way… Amen.

We will continue by singing ‘When the music fades’
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y0a9T0UtJBQ
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WHEN THE MUSIC FADES, all is stripped away,
And I simply come;
Longing just to bring something that’s of worth
That will bless Your heart.
I’ll bring You more than a song,
For a song in itself
Is not what You have required.
You search much deeper within
Through the way things appear;
You’re looking into my heart.

I’m coming back to the heart of worship,
And it’s all about You,
All about You, Jesus.
I’m sorry, Lord, for the thing I’ve made it,
When it’s all about You,
All about You, Jesus.

King of endless worth, no one could express
How much You deserve.
Though I’m weak and poor, all I have is Yours,
Every single breath.
Matt Redman

We shall now share a time of prayer….

In this time of Coronavirus, we thank you Heavenly Father for the 
beauty and wonder of our Natural World. 
We praise you for the glorious sunshine and  for life giving rain, for 
rainbows that make our hearts lift up, for colourful Spring flowers, 
for tall, green, shady trees, for cheerful birdsong and for the many 
and varied birds and wildlife that visit our gardens and 
neighbourhoods each day.  
In the silence now, let us all remember the marvels of nature created 
by you, that have touched us.  (pause for reflection)
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In this time of Coronavirus, we thank you for the love of family and 
friends both nearby and far away. 
We remember those in care home especially Methodist Care homes 
this Sunday. We pray the staff will have the PPE and resources that 
they need to do their job well and safely and we pray for protection 
and thoughtful consideration of all residents.
We remember the work of Rev Sammy and his church in Kenya. We 
pray for their continued protection and for the resources and 
equipment they need to serve their community. May more and more 
people come to know you as their God and Heavenly Father at this 
time.  And thank you too that through the wonders of technology Rev
Sammy can be part of this service today. 
We remember those members of our church who need extra support 
at this time- not as a list of names but as loved individuals known to 
you. We pray for your healing touch especially on: Maddie, Tom, 
Rex, Jean, Barbara, Bob & Rosemary and on Val, 
In the silence now, we lift up to you the names of any  friends and 
family we know personally who need healing or help  at this 
time………………………………..Thank you for your promise that 
the prayers of faithful people will have a powerful effect.

God in this time of Coronavirus, thank you that you are our refuge 
and rock in a world of uncertainty, guiding us through the storms of 
life.
Help us to leave all our worries with you because you have promised 
to care for us and to be by our sides to the end of time.
Let us find daily opportunities in this’ new normal’ to draw closer to 
you. 
And through the power of your Holy Spirit, let us be a blessing and 
comfort to our families and neighbours this week; ready to listen, 
encourage and bear witness for you.
For you Lord are our great & everlasting God………………… 
Amen
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And we say the Lord’s Prayer…. Amen

We will sing our final song: ‘O worship the King all glorious above’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uI9cDJMsn14

O WORSHIP THE KING, all glorious above
O gratefully sing His power and His love
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days
Pavilioned in splendour, and girded with praise

O tell of His might, O sing of His grace
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm

O measureless might, ineffable love
While angels delight to hymn thee above
Thy humbler creation though feeble their lays,
With true adoration shall sing to thy praise.
Robert Grant

We share our final Prayer:
Lord, when we cannot pray or worship, help us be aware of all your 
people and your spirit hovering around us, lifting us up. 

When we feel alone, let us feel you near us, even if only for a 
moment it enables us to go on.

Let us hear you say “Peace be with you”. Lord, we will praise you. 

Let all the peoples praise you.

And all the people everywhere said AMEN.
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