
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Love in Action  
                                                  We will share God’s love with others not  

                                                  just in what we say, but in what we do  

                                                  and who we are.                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (1 John 3:18 ) 

Sunday 21st June 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park and Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear friends – Certain words are now back in fashion and one of them is the word 
‘indiscriminate’. The Corona virus is indiscriminate we are told; no respecter of persons; 
whether you be a prime minister or a lowly voter, it can infect you. Having said that, 
once infected it does seem to discriminate then; affecting some people far more than 
others - and clinicians and others are working as we speak on why that may be so. 

 As Christians we are already familiar with this concept, though in a much more positive 
way, as we declare that God’s love is unconditional. God’s love, known as grace, is 
offered to all without conditions – God does not discriminate, does not have prior 
conditions or demands. In short God’s love is for all, and more than that is generous 
and never ending. It’s at the heart of the Methodist approach to theology, that ALL, 
without exception -  need to be saved, may be saved, may know themselves saved, and 
may be saved to the uttermost (Methodist Catechism p40).  

Having said that; once offered; God’s love does seem to affect some people far more 
than others. For some it is life changing, but many seem to have no symptoms at all and 
carry on as if nothing had happened.  Part of our task as a church is to share and 
demonstrate what it means to be loved unconditionally, to ’show the symptoms’ of 
being loved by God and loving others in the manner of Jesus, so that far from isolating 
themselves from such a wondrous gift, others may seek and find Such Love for 
themselves (see lyrics of song elsewhere)  

Jesus told a parable (Matt 13: 1-9) to do with the effect of sharing this love in which he 
highlighted how the seed that was sown so generously can have very different 
outcomes depending where it lands and ‘how it is received’. We cannot control how 
others will respond, but we do have a responsibility for ourselves, so day by day I invite 
you to receive the love of God, allow that love to take root and grow;  and in 
time to be brought by God to a glorious harvest. And in all of that ‘May the 
GRACE of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen’.               David 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.
https://youtu.be/K895NDBQzpc


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

To you, Lord Jesus Christ, thanksgiving and praise!  Your life touches 

ours at so many points.  Thank you for lighting our thoughts, our 

feelings and our wills.  Focus your light in our lives, like a healing laser, 

so that your love shines out through us to others: cast out fear with your 

love, transfigure despair with your hope, and to confusion, bring your 

clarity, so that our thanksgiving is endless.  Amen 

Pastoral 

Fond Farewell to Janet and John Lee.  Janet and John will be leaving Billericay on 

Wednesday, June 24th to move to their new home in Wimborne, Dorset to be nearer 

to their son Daniel, his wife Rosie and their four grandchildren.  Janet and John have 

both worked tirelessly and contributed so much in so many ways and they have also 

touched many lives with their love, compassion and friendship.   Their contribution 

has been enormous and they will be much missed by us all.  We send our love and 

wish them joy as they spend more time with their family and much happiness as 

they explore the delights of the beautiful County of Dorset.  God Bless you both and 

keep you safe in this exciting new phase of your lives together.  With fondest love 

from all your many friends at Billericay Methodist Church.  

Farewell and God bless  As many of you know, we have been trying to move to Dorset for 

quite a while.  Our son and his family live there, it is a very pleasant town and now after 

some months of lockdown and the twists and turns of the long purchase and sale chain, 

we are set to go on Wednesday, the 24th June.  This will be an exciting but also a sad 

day for us.  We have been in Billericay since 1961 and part of the church family since 

then.  Both our boys were christened here, our younger son was married here and as we 

have so many friends in the church, it has been a hard decision to make this move.  We 

would like to thank our church family, for putting up with us and even encouraging us 

with our ideas and opinions.  We go with a sense of excitement, to 

pastures new, and we have already found a church which we feel will suit 

us – when of course it is allowed to open up again.  Please contact Lyn 

Bowditch for our new address. Bless you all and keep safe and well.  

John and Janet L 

https://youtu.be/Rh2Hsntx6BA
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Encouragement 

A Senior’s version of Facebook. For those of my 

generation who do not, and cannot, comprehend 

why Facebook exists: I am trying to make friends 

outside of Facebook while applying the same 

principles. Therefore, every day I walk down the 

street and tell passers-by what I have eaten, how I 

feel at the moment, what I have done the night 

before, what I will do later and with whom.  I give 

them pictures of my family, my dog and of me 

gardening, taking things apart in the garage, 

watering the lawn, standing in front of landmarks, 

driving around town, having lunch, and doing what 

anybody and everybody does every day.  I also 

listen to their conversations give them “thumbs 

up” and tell them I “like” them.  And it works just 

like Facebook.  I already have 4 people 

following me: 2 police officers, a private 

investigator and a Psychiatrist.    Click 

and Chatter group 

Lou Fellingham and the 

National Methodist Choir 

of Great Britain sing 

‘Everlasting arms’ 

Birthday gift for Leslie.  

Knowing of his great enjoyment 

in growing and showing sweet 

peas over the years it was a 

real delight to be able  to take 

some to Leslie for his special 

birthday celebration,  picked 

from our Herongate 

Community Garden. 

Click and Chatter  at Herongate has been able to resume ’social 

distance style’ by using the available outdoor space.  Fellowship, 

fun and long distance chatter is provided but when it comes to 

refreshments it’s strictly ’bring your own’ - and if you can arrange  

to bring good weather as well that’s an added blessing.  

Sue has greatly missed 

attending the Art Group at 

Queen's Park on a Wednesday 

morning.but has kept up her 

painting interest by producing 

pictures of our dogs over the 

years.   Vic 

We are pleased to report that Circuit have given approval for the pre-

school to re-open on Monday 22nd June.  Please pray for the children 

and families as they return to what will be a slightly different 

environment from that which they knew, and pray for the staff as they 

work towards a new "norm".  The pre-school staff and committee have worked hard to 

prepare risk assessments and plans to ensure the children, their families and the staff 

are kept safe and work in line with current legislation and guidance.  We would also like 

to thank the property team for their help in preparing the building for our use and for all 

those who have held us in their prayers throughout this difficult time.  We look forward 

to welcoming our children and families on Monday.  Gill R 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IBLRnDSyO-Q&mc_cid=a4dc891e4d&mc_eid=cd4b9f7323


 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 26th June 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

 
 

Please check your email for details and the link to THIS WEEK’S ZOOM WORSHIP 
 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is 

possible.  
 

For copies of these resources and other online material for home 

worship go to the Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links. 

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Encouragement - continued 

 

The Japanese word for 'crisis' also means 'dangerous opportunity' - English folk 

wisdom says 'nothing ventured, nothing gained' and strike while the iron is hot' - 

discuss.   David B 

Such love, pure as the whitest snow 

Such love, weeps for the shame I know 

Such love, paying the debt I owe 

O Jesus, such love 

Such love, stilling my restlessness 

Such love, filling my emptiness 

Such love, showing me holiness 
 

Such love, springs from eternity 

Such love, streaming through history 

Such love, fountain of life to me 

O Jesus, such love 

Graham Kendrick 

Copyright © 1988 Make Way Music, 

www.grahamkendrick.co.uk 
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