
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further  information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Love in Action  
                                                  We will share God’s love with others not  

                                                  just in what we say, but in what we do  

                                                  and who we are.                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (1 John 3:18 ) 

Sunday 14th June 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park and Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear friends — Covid19 has had the biggest single affect on our country since 

WW2 and we are going to have to live it with it for some time to come. Groups 

of us have been identified as vulnerable when perhaps we never considered 

ourselves as such and others have discovered that they need to be shielded 

from this virus. All of us have had to deal with the instruction to isolate and 

normal social interaction has ceased with this only beginning to relax, for some 

now. So how have we managed to maintain our connection with God in this 

challenging time? What new opportunities have we found? Maybe we have re-

discovered old routines and disciplines that bring us into God’s presence; or 

perhaps this has been a difficult time for us to feel that God is with us. We 

have felt ourselves distancing from him with the regular coming together in 

one place having gone, without the ‘discipline’ that this provides we have been 

challenged to feel that he is here beside us.  

The reading today John 4 v21 – v24 makes three important points about 

meeting with God and being able to worship him. John 4 v21: The place where 

one worships does NOT matter. John 4 v22: The object that we worship DOES 

matter and John 4 v23: The attitude of worship DOES matter. It is particularly 

necessary for us to approach our worship with these three things in mind in 

our current situation. It is essential to have an open mind so we can see God 

all around us, we just have to look for him. We must keep our eyes focused on 

him as the centre of worship lets us see him in the most surprising places and 

also in the most wonderful ways. If we worship with honesty and in his spirit, 

who knows what might be revealed to us. Perhaps the problem for many of us 

is that we don’t actually want to know what God has in store for us, we would 

rather just carry on... 

Amen. 

 

Mark 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  

A prayer for MHA : God of mercy, at this time of anxiety and fear we 

thank you for the dedicated work of MHA. We pray your blessing on all 

who wash feet, who bring healing, who sit with the dying, who bring 

comfort in confusion, who bring peace to the afraid. In this we see the 

love of Jesus, who is our strength and hope, in whose name we pray.        

          Amen                      Revd Barbara Glasson  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Coronavirus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Kenya Partnership update. We have received reports from the Revs. 

Sammy Kagwi, Charles Makonde & Eunice Indangasi. The situation in 

Kenya is very serious and the government has ordered complete lock-

down to continue for some time. Many casual workers especially are struggling 

without any financial support, and indeed, the Methodist Church is not paying its 

Ministers their stipends. We have sent donations from our church family to assist 

the families of our students and to enable them to continue their studies at home.     

Please continue to pray for them all.  Thank you.  

                                                     Geraldine, Heather A. Maggie K. & Pam C. 

Today, Sunday 14th, is Methodist Homes (MHA) Sunday. Methodist Homes is a 

Charitable Trust, the largest charitable care provider in the country and has won 

many awards for their Centres of Excellence. They offer dementia, nursing and  

residential care as well as care-at-home facilities. You may have seen the feature 

on "Newsnight" recently highlighting the heartbreaking & disturbing events of the 

past few months  —  watch it here https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p08g25t1 

They would really value your prayer support and desperately need financial help. If 

you feel able to contribute a small gift, we plan to send a single donation from our 

church family. Money can be given via BACS into the church account with ref. MHA 

donation, a cheque payable to Billericay Methodist Church or cash in a marked 

 envelope and posted/given to Lorraine.                 Many thanks for your support. 

Please remember in your prayers those who have been isolating at home for  

almost 3 months, including those in our congregations. Pray especially for those 

without close family or friends. Pray for those advised to ‘shield’ due to underlying 

health conditions who may see little hope of soon returning to the joys of a normal 

life. 

Count your many blessings, name them one by one …………... 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p08g25t1


Congratulations to one of our Herongate members, Mr. Leslie Marshall, who will 

celebrate his 100th birthday this coming week.  We wish him every blessing on this 

very happy occasion.  
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Our series on creative activities continues and we are 

delighted to share this oil painting entitled 'strapping up' 

which has been done by one of our keen artists Ann N 

 

Right is a picture of the 

tapestry cushion that  

Leonie K finished during  

lockdown. The design is 

based on the artist  

Gustav Klimt. Leonie finds 

tapestry very rewarding.  

She says it is not difficult, 

although it is time  

consuming and time is 

something we have plenty of these days.  

Encouragement 

Remembrance Garden not Forgotten - some summer annuals have 

been delivered and planted in the Remembrance Garden at Western 

Road but we will not be able to look after them any more as we are 

moving house.  So, they need a volunteer to look after them, to  

water them and keep the garden and that along the side in good shape.   

Please contact Ken Cowell, we don't want those we remember to be forgotten.   

John and Janet L  

This Sunday June 14th Mark and Mike invite you to join us at 10.30am for an act of 

worship via Zoom. This is open to anyone who might wish to explore this as a way 

of gathering together on a Sunday morning. The chosen time is deliberate, being in 

the middle of the usual start times for WR & QP but exactly the time for Herongate, 

hopefully making it accessible to as many as possible that wish to join us. This 

worship will be supported by a paper version that will be distributed to those who 

have no internet access. Please be punctual at 10:30am as entrance to the 

meeting  will close at 10:35am. Details to join the meeting have been circulated so 

keep them safe. If you have not yet used Zoom and feel you need some help please 

do not hesitate to give me a call.       

Mark  

We were delighted to receive words of encouragement from church family/friends 

after last week’s service. In preparing the worship we received far more than we 

were able to give.    Rachel & Julie 

We were sad to see in last week’s Methodist Recorder news of the death of one of 

our former ministers, the Rev Dr. David Dunn Wilson in May. David, Elizabeth and 

family shared the years 1968-1975 with us.     Audrey and Geoff P 



 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 19th June 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is 

possible.  
 

For copies of these resources and other online material for home 

worship go to the Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links. 

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Encouragement - continued 

Finances– thank you to everyone who continues to support us with a monthly 

standing order – this is most appreciated.  Also thanks to those of you who have 

posted cheques to me during this lockdown period to cover your normal envelope 

scheme giving.  Could I please encourage you to think about doing this as well, or 

maybe you are saving your weekly giving and will surprise us when we can return to 

Sunday worship.  If you would like to set up a monthly standing order please send 

me an email or ring and I can let you know the bank details, also if you want to put 

through one-off amounts to cover your normal cash or cheque giving.  Although our 

buildings are closed there are still bills to be paid and so your continued support is 

really important to us all.  Lorraine 

 

 

A reminder that next week production of CWEO reverts back to Ann. Please send 

your items of news and encouragement to her by 8pm on Wednesday. 
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