
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further  information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Love in Action  
                                                  We will share God’s love with others not  

                                                  just in what we say, but in what we do  

                                                  and who we are.                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (1 John 3:18 ) 

Sunday 7th June 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park and Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear friends  — Connecting With Each Other seems very much like the circulars  
written, dictated and sent from St Paul to those he visited, set up “churches” and 
preached to. A way to connect, offer hope, support and encouragement to scattered 
Christian (Followers of The Way) believers. Not of course equal to his theological 
prowess or indeed written from prison, but written this week from the flat of a local 
preacher in Basildon from where I currently live and work.  
     
This Sunday (7 June) is Trinity Sunday and to my mind is all about celebrating 
relationship.   
 
Trying to untangle and make sense of the 3 in 1 divine mystery of Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit is frankly like trying to herd cats so I’m not even going to try.  
 
Instead we focus on the book of Ruth which was the topic of a study group I recently 
enjoyed attending.  It’s about relationships really and Ruth’s relationship with her 
mother-in-law Naomi as she declares her intention to stay with her as they venture 
forth, leaving the familiar (Ruth’s home in Moab) to the unfamiliar (Naomi’s former 
home in Judah).  
 
There are many parallels which can be drawn between the story of Ruth and ours 
today. The challenge of lack of food, of security, of loss and love. The themes of trust, 
faith and love reverberate throughout.  
 
So on Trinity Sunday let us celebrate those relationships we have with one another. 
Thank God also for new friendships and the means (whether letter or email, Zoom or 
WhatsApp) of keeping connected. Pick up the phone to have a chat, text the 
neighbour, write a card, chat over the garden hedge (at the correct social distance) - 
embrace relationships.  
 
We pray also to remain one with God as we journey on through these difficult times 
and for the Holy Spirit to nudge us and keep us moving on with hope singing in our 
hearts.  
 
Rachel 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  

 

Be to us at all times, O Lord, our unending joy, our eternal bliss and our 

enduring comfort. Be to us light in the darkness, strength in temptation 

and refreshment in the desert. Being penitent for our sins may we 

never be separated from you and longing for your face may we behold 

you in heaven. Amen.           Margery Kempe (c.1373-c.1438) 
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Changing Pathways :  Thank you all for your kind donations towards the excellent 

work of Changing Pathways a wonderful sum of £438.75 (including gift aid) has 

been sent to them this week which I know they are delighted with and that it will 

be put to good use supporting the families they are currently looking after 

throughout these extraordinary times . I have spoken to Zoe and she thanks you all 

for your extreme kindness and prayers .              Pam S 

 

Coffee after worship seems a long time ago at this moment in time, but I just 

wanted to say thank you to everyone who has popped something into the 

collecting pot at Western Road – we banked £50.90 this week which will be sent 

to JMA as a donation.  THANK YOU!  Lorraine 

Please pray  for all those in our churches who are thinking, planning and preparing 

for how and when we reopen our buildings for worship. Please also pray for those 

considering what format future 'Church' will take as some people may feel unable 

to attend corporate worship. Remember also those trying new ways and methods 

for communicating God’s love with our congregations and the people of our towns.  

News 

Pastoral 

It is with sadness that we have learned of the death of Jean Moody in May. Jean 

was a regular worshipper and was involved in a number of groups in the church.  

Geoff and Audrey P. 
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News 

Exciting times — last week we had worship in a single video. Next week worship via 

Zoom!  

 

On Sunday June 14th Mark and Mike invite you to join us at 10.30am for an act of 

worship via Zoom. This is open to anyone who might wish to explore this as a way 

of gathering together on a Sunday morning. The chosen time is deliberate, being in 

the middle of the usual start times for WR & QP but exactly the time for Herongate, 

hopefully making it accessible to as many as possible that wish to join us. This 

worship will be supported by a paper version that will be distributed to those who 

have no internet access. More news about all of this is likely next week so keep an 

eye out!     

 

Details to join the meeting are in the circulated material so keep them safe. If you 

have not yet used Zoom and feel you need some help please do not hesitate to give 

me a call.  

 

Mark 

 

Martin H wrote to say that 

during the lockdown he 

has rediscovered his love 

of photography.   

He sends these photos of 

flora and fauna seen in his 

garden for us to enjoy. 

 

Have you found joy in new 

or old pastimes? 

  

 

Encouragement 

A glimpse into 18th century Bristol, including the influence of John Wesley and the 

New Room in Bristol, was revealed in the first episode of BBC2's new series of 

 'A House Through Time’   Catch it on iPlayer 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000jjn8/a-house-through-time-series-3-episode-1


 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you have something to put 

in our ‘Encouragement’ slot 

please email me and I will do     

my best to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 12th June 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

David Ashworth: 

tech@billericaymethodistchurch.org K 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is 

possible.  
 

For copies of these resources and other online material for home 

worship go to the Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links. 

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Encouragement - continued 

Last week Ann wrote about 'pondering'. I think 

many are doing that as the country slowly but 

surely moves out of lockdown and people return to 

work. Will the new normal be the same as the old 

normal? Many commercial organisations and jobs 

depend on that being the case. Do we want it to be 

that way?  

In some ways the lockdown has been an opportunity for many to ‘Stand and stare’ 

and reflect on what we knew as normal but a couple of months ago.  

During the lockdown what, if anything, have we as individuals and communities 

learnt about what our priorities should be?  

How will that change what we do in the future?  

 

Important things to ponder.    Your contributions welcome.     David A 
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