
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Love in Action  
                                                  We will share God’s love with others not  

                                                  just in what we say, but in what we do  

                                                  and who we are.                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (1 John 3:18 ) 

Sunday 28th June 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park and Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear friends – Time to get out and about, we’re told; and ‘shop till you drop’, to kick start 
the economy, as ‘non-essential shops’ at last open up. Shops that by definition are selling 
all those ‘non-essentials’ that we have somehow managed to live without for the last few 
months!  Private Eye had a wonderful cartoon (see overleaf) that has a housewife 
enquiring of her other half as she goes to the shops, ‘anything else that we don’t need?’  
So much for Mahatma Gandhi’s oft quoted words: ‘Live simply that others may simply 
live’, and Jesus in Matthew 6:31 encouraging us to not spend all our time queuing round 
the block for the latest fashion accessory, or words to that effect!   

But that’s the way our consumer led society operates. The shopkeepers need us to spend 
money that we don’t have, buying stuff that we don’t really need, so that they can have 
an income, with enough to pay their rates and taxes; so that local and national 
government can get the money that they need to pay off our humungous national debt, 
with enough left over we pray, to pay for all those services such as the NHS that we all 
rely on. 

And Jesus speaks into this madness and says, don’t be like the pagans, who are quite 
happy to go along with all this non-sense. Instead, focus not on acquiring what is non-
essential, but on seeking kingdom stuff; and his cousin John backs this up by saying that if 
we are serious about living a godly life then we need to be content with one shirt at a 
time and sharing what we have with others. It’s all radical stuff, and now is surely the 
time to make the change. Just as we are gradually moving from fossil fuels to renewable 
energy sources, can we economically work towards a society where we buy, sell and 
provide goods and services that are what we actually need for our health and wholeness; 
aiming in time to provide for everyone that which is essential, and sustainable.  

Is that the real change that we need as we come out of lockdown for as Mahatma Gandhi 
also said :  ‘You must be the change you want to see in the world.’  As a follower of Jesus, 
can we try to live more simply this week, as he did; and not be tempted to queue with 
the crowd, for that which is not actually needed. 

David  

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.
https://youtu.be/33S6zwoE97A


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

God, our Father; we know that we do not treat people equally. We are 

prejudiced towards those who are like us, and against those who are 

different from us.  Forgive us for our small-mindedness. Open our hearts 

and minds to respect and learn from everyone: black or white, rich or 

poor, young or old, woman or man, for each person is your creation, 

each one is brother or sister to the other.  In the name of Jesus, your 

Son, who loved without regard to status, wealth or race, and longs to renew us with 

his open, understanding love. Amen 

Please pray for all those who have been shielding over the last 3 months as they 

begin to prepare to be able to leave their homes and meet with others again.  We 

recognise that this will feel like a very big step for some, even if it is a welcome one, 

and so we pray for God’s blessing upon them and his peace to be with them.  Help 

us all to be sensitive to the needs of others during this time, especially recognising  

that many will continue to need the sense of some’ safe space’ around them. We 

pray also for those who will be returning to work, that employers will continue to do 

all they can to create a secure working environment and help them to reintegrate 

into the new ways of working.  We remember also those who have lost their job 

during this period, and will be even more aware of that at this time. 

For so many of us, our gardens have played an even more important part in our 

lives over the last few months.  As winter has given way to spring and early summer 

we have watched the changes even more closely than usual.  In addition they often 

contain plants that have memories attached to them.   When we held our very first 

‘open garden day’ back in 2014  Pam Langridge brought along a gift of two small 

pelargonium plants that had self-seeded in her 

greenhouse.  Each year since I have successfully managed 

to  take several cuttings from each and they remain the 

constant feature plant in our hanging baskets.  I have no 

idea what named variety they are, but that does not matter 

because to me they will always be called ‘Pam’s 

Pelargoniums’ and I cannot see them without bringing her 

to mind..    Ann B 
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Encouragement 

Tim Lornie of Just Love writes 

‘The ongoing corona crisis, alongside the mass 

upheaval generated by the Black Lives Matter 

movement following the murder of George 

Floyd, has created a moment for deep, 

genuine change and transformation like few 

others our generation has seen. From racial 

injustice to the climate emergency, from the 

refugee crisis to food poverty, it's vital that we 

"seize this moment" as a generation, and 

promote the biggest, best ideas; it's important 

that the good ideas win out in this crisis, and 

that the bad ones don't.’  
First published in ’Private Eye’ -  David B 

‘Your call is important to us’ is a 

phrase many of us will have heard 

as we have sat, for what seems 

like hours, listening to ‘muzak’ and 

waiting in a queue to hear an 

actual person respond at the end 

of a phoneline.  As our leadership 

team plans for how we can offer  

opportunities to worship, taking 

into consideration the 

circumstances of as many of our 

church family as possible, we do 

need to have your feedback 

through last weeks questionnaire. 

Thank you to those who have 

already responded, and to those 

who have yet to do so please be 

assured ‘Your reply is important to 

us’ - and you don’t have to wait in a 

queue! 

Pre-school reopened on 

Monday 22nd June 

after being closed for 3 

months, albeit in a slightly different 

format. The partitions are up in the 

hall so that we can operate with two 

separate groups (Lions and Tigers) 

each with their own members of 

staff. The children have enjoyed being 

back at Pre-school and a few of the 

Mum's have said their children are 

sleeping better, which is a good thing! 

The staff have been great and have 

embraced all the extra cleaning and 

hand washing required. Thank you to 

the Property Committee who helped 

prepare the hall ready for us to 

return, we have some very happy 

parents, children and staff. Gill T 

Kenya Partnership update. Rev. Sammy Kagwi has been given 

permission to travel to Mombasa from his home in Nairobi where he 

is in lockdown. In anticipation we have sent a donation from our 

Partnership fund to assist Sammy. He plans to use a portion of the money to buy 

essential supplies- including water-dispenser drums & hand hygiene equipment-for 

the Dumpsite families, and the remainder for the continuing development of the 

farm project. Thank you for your continued support. Geraldine, Maggie K, Pam C 

and Heather A 



 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 
bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 
’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   
                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 3rd July 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

 
 

Please check your email for details and the link to THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP 
 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is 

possible.  
 

For copies of these resources and other online material for home 

worship go to the Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links. 

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Encouragement - continued 

With the Government discussing the limited re-opening of places of worship, a 

senior Iman responded earlier this month by advising mosques NOT to open for 

private prayer, but to WAIT until such time as they can safely hold congregational 

gatherings. He said that places of worship are first and foremost for 

congregational usage and that individual prayers can and should be offered 

primarily in the home. Does the same apply to Christian churches and our 

understanding of corporate and private prayer? - David B  

We are continuing to explore reliable ways of live streaming our worship on 

Sunday mornings as well as providing opportunities for fellowship together. So 

please make a special note of this week’s arrangement which are detailed in your 

Friday email.  We look forward to seeing you on Sunday. 

mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/MethodistBcay
mailto:ann@bagwell.org.uk
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/fun-together-at-home/

