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or see website for details of other worship opportunities    

  billericaymethodistchurch.org  

Sunday 

 5th July 2020 

 10.30am 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
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Call to worship  

 

We worship together as we say together 

Loving God you  know how we feel from day to day 

You know how we feel right now as we gather to worship you.  

Take all that we are and channel it to be used for good 

In the name of Jesus we pray.  Amen.  

We listen to or read out loud    

A Psalm of Lament and Praise in a time of Coronavirus 

 by Rev Ken Howcroft - issued as part of the (virtual) Methodist  Conference 2020 

How shall we praise you, Lord, our God? 

When we are locked down, how shall we praise you? 

When the doors to your house are barred, 

and your people cannot assemble? 

When those desperately in need of money and work 

cannot even wait in the market place? 

When we have to circle round people in the street, 

and queue for shops maintaining safe distance? 

When we can only communicate by hearing on the phone, 

or seeing on the screen; or digitally messaging , 

or even just waving through a window? 

When we cannot meet our parents and children, 

grandparents and grandchildren, 

or other family members and friends? 

When we cannot touch them in their flesh and blood, 

to know that they are really alive? 

How shall we praise you? 

How, like Thomas, shall we not see yet believe 

that your son is raised among us? 

How shall we praise you? 

https://youtu.be/aWLKFMuxQc8
https://youtu.be/etkcY9Yednc
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How can I praise you, Lord? 

Are you plaguing us with this virus 

to punish us because we have all done wrong, 

or thought wrongly, or felt wrongly or just been wrong? 

If so, why do only some die, 

and those, apparently, the ones who are the least worst 

or most caring amongst us? 

Or are you trying to teach us a lesson? 

If so, why is it so hard to learn? 

And how are we to find the answer 

when we do not even know the question? 

Or are you still the same loving God, coming to us in our sufferings 

and opening up the way to new life in Jesus? 

Lord, I will try to praise you.  

Through gritted teeth, I will try to praise you. 

I will try to remember that you have created all things, 

and this virus is part of your creation. 

I will try not to hate it but seek to mitigate its harm. 

I will try to keep myself and others safe.  

I will work to pray for them 

 and seek to help in whatever way I can. 

Lord, when I cannot pray or worship,  

help me be aware of all your people 

 and your saints and angels hovering around me 

 lifting me up. 

When I feel alone, 

 let me feel you near me 

even if only for a  moment that enables me to go on. 

Let me hear you say, 'Peace be with you’. 

Lord I will praise you 

Let all the peoples praise you. 
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Opening Prayers        

So here we are, gathered together in many and various ways;  

 at different times and in different places;  

but united in a desire to give you thanks and praise, O God, 

 for all your goodness and love; 

 and most of all for Jesus— who has made that love real to us. 

He is the one holding out the promise that we too might be 

channels of your love and goodness. 

Guide us by your spirit in our worship we pray. 

In the name of Jesus. Amen.    

 

Reading —Luke 19:37-38, 41-48 
  
   

When Jesus  came near Jerusalem, at the place where the road went 
down the Mount of Olives, the large crowd of his disciples began to 
thank God and praise him in loud voices for all the great things that 
they had seen: "God bless the king who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Peace in heaven and glory to God!"……. 
 

Jesus came closer to the city, and when he saw it, he wept over it, 
saying, "If you only knew today what is needed for peace! But now 
you cannot see it!  The time will come when your enemies will 
surround you with barricades, blockade you, and close in on you from 
every side. They will completely destroy you and the people within 
your walls; not a single stone will they leave in its place, because you 
did not recognize the time when God came to save you!" 
 

Then Jesus went into the Temple and began to drive out the 
merchants, saying to them, "It is written in the Scriptures that God 
said, 'My Temple will be a house of prayer.' But you have turned it  
into a hideout for thieves!"   
  

Every day Jesus taught in the Temple. The chief priests, the teachers 
of the Law, and the leaders of the people wanted to kill him,  but they 
could not find a way to do it, because all the people kept listening to 
him, not wanting to miss a single word. 

https://youtu.be/gzvUljoE66g
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The hymn   Light of the World  

can be sung unaccompanied, or said, or sung to the video   

 Light of the world, 

you stepped down into darkness, 

opened my eyes, let me see 

beauty that made this heart adore you, 

hope of a life spent with you. 

 Here I am to worship, 

 here I am to bow down, 

 here I am to say that you're my God, 

 You're altogether lovely, 

 altogether worthy, 

 altogether wonderful to me. 

King of all days 

oh so highly exalted, 

glorious in heaven above. 

Humbly you came 

to the earth you created, 

all for love's sake became poor. 

 Here I am to worship … 

And I'll never know how much it cost 

to see my sin upon that cross. 

And I'll never know how much it cost 

to see my sin upon that cross. 

           Here I am to worship …   x2 

Tim Hughes 

  

 

https://youtu.be/TVZft4-FMVg
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Check out the all age material on this theme HERE    

 

Listen to the TALK - Righteous Anger  
or read the CWEO pastoral letter for 5th July 

 

SONG— Show me how to stand for justice 

 Show me how to stand for justice: 

how to work for what is right, 

how to challenge false assumptions, 

how to walk within the light. 

May I learn to share more freely 

in a world so full of greed, 

showing your immense compassion 

by the life I choose to lead. 

Teach my heart to treasure mercy, 

whether given or received 

 - for my need has not diminished 

since the day I first believed: 

let me seek no satisfaction 

boasting of what I have done, 

but rejoice that I am pardoned 

and accepted in your Son. 

Gladly I embrace a lifestyle 

modelled on your living word, 

in humility submitting 

to the truth which I have heard. 

Make me conscious of your presence 

every day in all I do: 

by your Spirit's gracious prompting 

may I learn to walk with you. 

Martin Leckebusch (b. 1962) 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Standing-up-for-what-is-right.pdf
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/The-Farmer-and-the-Seeds.pdf
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/The-Farmer-and-the-Seeds.pdf
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/The-Farmer-and-the-Seeds.pdf
https://youtu.be/yGnNrp5oWPU
https://youtu.be/MEeydRG-inA
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  Final Prayers – based on ‘Beauty for Brokenness ‘by Graham Kendrick  

Let us Pray:  
Loving God,  we long for beauty to replace brokenness, hope to replace despair—

Lord, in your suffering world, this is our prayer. 

Alongside the provision of that daily bread that is needed to feed us all, we pledge 

ourselves to justice, joy, peace—Sunrise to sunset, may your kingdom increase! 
 

And we sing as we pray 

 God of the poor, friend of the weak, 

 give us compassion we pray: 

 melt our cold hearts, let tears fall like rain; 

 come, change our love from a spark to a flame. 

 Loving God, we pray for those who need shelter for fragile lives, cures for their ills. 

As we venture forward out of this lockdown, we need to provide work for all 

people and a trade for their skills; 

We pray too for land for the dispossessed, rights for the weak, 

and voices  to plead the cause of those who can't speak. 

And we sing as we pray 

 God of the poor, friend of the weak….. 
  

We pray too for those who need a refuge from cruel wars, a haven from fear, a 

place of sanctuary, and freedoms to share. We pray for rest for the ravaged earth, 

the oceans and streams—that have been plundered and poisoned, destroying our 

future, our dreams. 

Lord, end our madness, carelessness, greed;  

and make us content with the things that we need. 

And we sing as we pray 

 God of the poor, friend of the weak….. 
  

So lighten our darkness and breathe on this flame; until your justice burns brightly 

again; until the nations learn of your ways, seek your salvation and bring you their 

praise. 

 And we sing as we pray 

 God of the poor, friend of the weak….. 
 

A final responsive prayer based on the start and finish of the Lord’s Prayer 

     Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

     Your Kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
     For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours. 

     Now and forever. Amen.  
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Isaiah 58:10 The Lord God says to those who love justice:  ‘if you give food to the 

hungry and satisfy those who are in need, then the darkness around you will 

turn to the brightness of noon. and … you will be like a garden that has plenty 

of water, like a spring that never goes dry. Amen. 
 

The final hymn  Lord I lift your name on high  can be sung 

unaccompanied, or said, or sung to the video   

 Lord, I lift your name on high, 

 Lord, I love to sing your praises; 

 I'm so glad You're in my life, 

 I'm so glad You came to save us. 

 You came from heaven to earth to show the way, 

 from the earth to the cross, my debt to pay, 

 from the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky:  

           Lord, I lift your name on high. 

    
For those worshipping online we now join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom - for others 

why not get on the phone now to someone in similar circumstances to yourself, and encourage 

and help each other as part of your worship this day.   

Sharing Time on Zoom - see Friday email for link 

A Celtic Blessing 

May the road rise up to meet you.  

May the wind be always at your back 

May the sun shine warm upon your face;  

the rains fall soft upon your fields; 

and until we meet again, may God hold you in the palm of His hand.  

And all the people said.    AMEN 

  

https://youtu.be/v2YA_l87l2Q

