
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Love in Action  
                                                  We will share God’s love with others not  

                                                  just in what we say, but in what we do  

                                                  and who we are.                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (1 John 3:18 ) 

Sunday 2nd August  2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park and Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Fellow Pilgrims —It is with trepidation and excitement that I look towards my first live 
leading of worship this coming Sunday. It could of course all go horribly wrong technology- 
wise and if it does then so be it. But I ask for prayers please.  

This is often the journey for many of us, walking a path which although not necessarily 
physically dangerous has its challenges. In my daily walks around the suburban parts of 
Basildon there are some tricky footpaths and plenty of thorns and exuberant foliage to attack 
my legs and arms and block my progress. Yet I feel a deep sense of spiritual connection when I 
walk even in Basildon. 

This week the focus is on how we respond to God’s word as we read in Mark Jesus’ parable of 
the four soils which leads us into contemplation over our own responsiveness. We just can’t 
resist the “Which kind of soil are you?” quiz. I know which one I want to be! Consider perhaps 
though we are all of them at any given time? 

Stories always have a protagonist (main character), a goal, obstacles and action. The parable 
has all of these but who is the protagonist? Is it the sower, the seed or the soil? 

There are certainly lots of obstacles; the birds, the sun, the ground and the weeds. 

I recently enjoyed reading John Bunyan’s Pilgrims Progress. Who can forget Christian’s fall into 
the “slough of despond” or that moment as he stared at the cross on the hill where his burden 
finally fell off? His journey is breath-taking; the people he meets such as Faithful and Hope but 
also Ignorance, Pliable and Giant Despair. The places he visits, the joy and suffering he 
encounters. Pilgrim’s Progress is a seed which has grown and flowered since the 17th century. 
It can fall on deaf ears or it can take root in the soil which is us. We take heart on our 
pilgrimage and take note of Jesus’ word for those who have ears to listen. 

Let’s travel together then as fellow pilgrims praying as the poet Malcolm Guite writes in his 
poem “The Sower” “Oh deepen me where I am thin and shallow, uproot in me the thistle and 
the thorn, keep far from me that swiftly snatching shadow, that seizes on your seed to mock 
and scorn. Oh break me open, Jesus, set me free, then find and keep your own good ground in 
me”.                 (Parable and Paradox: sonnets on the sayings of Jesus and other poems) 
 

Rachel 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Create in us, O Lord, a heart forever resigned to your will, a life always 

mindful of your presence and a devotion eternally dedicated to your 

glory; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

      Thomas Ken (1637-1711) 

Worship Material Archive  

A reminder for those with Internet access that the worship material produced over 

the last months is available on the church website. You may want to recall or re-

use particular items that spoke to you. Additionally, each week we also post there 

the latest copy of ‘The Vine’ worship material.  All these and links to other sources 

are available here:  

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/ 

Notices 

Micah 6 v 8: He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD 

require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.  NIV 

Green pastures are before me, 

which yet I have not seen; 

bright skies will soon be o'er me, 

where darkest clouds have been; 

my hope I cannot measure, 

my path to life is free; 

my Saviour has my treasure, 

and he will walk with me.  StF736  

Wherever he may guide me, 

no want shall turn me back; 

my Shepherd is beside me, 

and nothing can I lack: 

his wisdom ever waketh, 

his sight is never dim, 

he knows the way he taketh, 

and I will walk with him.  

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
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Encouragement 

On my weekly walk to St Giles from Billericay I pass this sign of hope that says: 

Little Cowbridge Wood, 22,734 native trees lovingly planted in 2018 - 'Hope for the 

future is planting trees under whose shade you will never sit'.      David B 

Last week David 

spoke about the 

burning bush. Liz R 

has kindly sent us 

snaps from the time 

she visited the 

Monastery of the 

Burning Bush (Saint 

Catherine's 

Monastery) in Sinai.  

Liz writes that the altar in the monastery is the 

claimed site of the original burning bush. The monks 

transplanted the bush to the courtyard outside. Please 

note the handily placed fire extinguisher! 

Things to contemplate 

* You do not have to change for God to love you. 

 

* God cannot be seen. He can be recognised. 

 

*Life is not a problem to be solved, a question to be answered.   

  Life is a mystery to be contemplated, wondered at, and savoured.                                                                                   

                                                                                        Wellsprings, Anthony de Mello 



 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 7th August 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

tech@billericaymethodistchurch.orgex 

 

 

Please check your email for details and the link to THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP 
 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links for access to a variety of worship 

resources and our own worship material archive. 
 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is 

possible.  

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

A Time to Laugh 
 

Smile corner 

There are many humorous signs allegedly found in various 

places - see below - but this is a photo I took of a notice in the 

toilets of a village hall in Chelmsford. David A 

 

The Click and Chatter ladies at Herongate have submitted 

these classics: 

In an office:  

TOILET OUT OF ORDER... PLEASE USE FLOOR BELOW 

 

In a Laundromat:  

AUTOMATIC WASHING MACHINES: PLEASE REMOVE ALL YOUR CLOTHES WHEN 

THE LIGHT GOES OUT 
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