
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Love in Action  
                                                  We will share God’s love with others not  

                                                  just in what we say, but in what we do  

                                                  and who we are.                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (1 John 3:18 ) 

Sunday 12th July 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park and Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear friends, 

I’ve just started to type this piece and for some reason it’s typing in Greek rather than 
English! –  OK, now it’s stopped and I can go back and start again - I have no idea why 
that happened - the laptop is out of control and the monitor is blinking at me, and all of 
that is worrying. Technology is great… when it works, infuriating… when it doesn’t; and 
when you’ve no idea how to put it right, it can drive you crazy. You feel lost when you 
lose control.  

Some of us feel that generally things are out of control at the moment, and that is of 
course disturbing us. The desire to get ‘back to normal’, is in part a longing to regain 
control of things that are being decided by others. And to a greater or lesser degree we 
rebel against that; and given half a chance and a weekend of hot weather we take back 
control, and the needs of others go ‘out the window’ along with all our rubbish, on the 
way to the beach or pub! 

We wonder when we will be back in control, having things under control. We don’t 
expect to be able to control others but we would like to be able to control our own 
situation, for when we start to lose control we lose ‘it’, and by that I mean our sense of 
identity and purpose. 

In Luke 8:22 -25 we read of how the disciples surprisingly lost control as they sailed 
across the lake and were hit by a storm that threatened to capsize them.  Jesus was 
asleep at the time, but when roused he took control and we are told that the wind and 
the waves, as well as the disciples, quietened down.  But in Philippians 2:5-8  we also 
read that the one who had control over all things freely chose to give up all he had and 
took the nature of a servant walking the path of obedience, to demonstrate the attitude 
that we should have.  So right now we are not meant to be trying to ‘take back control’  
so much as to ’give control back’ to the one who has ultimate control; the one who can 
be trusted not to abuse that power but to exercise it with love and care for all. 

David  

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Lord, we cannot invite you to our worship, for you are always here 

before us. We cannot take you into the world, for you have gone there 

before us.  Wherever we are, you are there.  Wherever we fail to go, 

you are there.  So in every place and at any time we have confidence 

to call out your name, and know that you are present.  Here and now, 

in this chosen place, we make our prayer: Come, Lord Jesus, come and              

                    be with us. Amen 

Kenya Partnership. Update on farm project & Mwakirunge. Rev. 

Sammy arrived safely in Mombasa after a 16 hour journey by 

truck. He has already supervised work in the Grace centre. He also 

reports that crops (maize, vegetables & kale) are growing well and 

ready to harvest, & the chickens are providing nutritious eggs.  He plans to purchase 

& take essential hygiene supplies & some food provisions to Mothers & children on 

the Dumpsite, many of whom have received no support since lockdown. Your 

financial support has been a life-saver for many hundreds, so thank you. A fuller 

report is available. Please do ask if interested. Pam C., Geraldine, Maggie K. & 

Heather 

Notices 

July Church Council – Important News – 19 church members met this week on 

zoom to look at the practicalities, risks, benefits and need to meet in person in a 

church building for worship. This is now permitted under government and church 

guidance though with many restrictions and rules in place. A  recent worship 

questionnaire with the views of 53 people informed our discussion and it was 

agreed that now was ‘too soon’, and that in terms of worship there was little to be 

gained and potentially much to be lost by restarting at this time.  

We also noted that many more volunteers would be needed to safely manage this 

on a weekly basis, and that some relaxation in the rules to allow for singing would 

be welcome.                                                                                                   (cont’d)  
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Encouragement 

Message of thanks 

from John  and 

Janet Lee   We have 

been delighted and 

humbled by the 

messages, presents 

and cards we have 

received from the 

church family on our move to 

Wimborne. We have plans to use 

the generous garden voucher 

which will remind us of our 

friends at BMC. Photo is of the 

lovely bouquet which arrived on 

Wednesday.  Thanks and 

blessings to you all.   

2 Foxes getting in early 

for the queue at 

Chadwell St Mary 

Library in Thurrock! 

 

Rachel 

from  

Rev. 

Sammy 

It was therefore agreed that we continue as at present for the rest of July and then 

provide CWEO and worship material for the 9th ,23rd and 30th of August. We will 

meet again at the end of August to consider what we could or should do in 

September.   

We will also consider then a revised job description for a 20 hours Church 

Administrator as the need for this work has if anything increased, as we see that 

communication over the internet will continue to be vital to our approach in the 

years to come. Subject to Circuit Meeting approval this post could be re-advertised 

in the autumn.   

We also heard encouraging news in terms of risk assessments being completed, 

some groups restarting on all three sites, and property schemes proceeding. 

Though, financially, we have come through this church year relatively unscathed, 

thanks to help from the circuit reserves, we do face an uncertain future as this 

pandemic continues, and Lorraine and the finance team have written below about 

the need, for those who can, to give though bankers orders to help us continue to 

pay our way.  

The meeting ended with a trial run of group breakouts, which was fun, and the 

decision to take out a long term subscription for the use of Be.Live streaming on 

YouTube, which is currently unlisted as we learn the ropes, but may in future go 

public as we put together a team that can use it to the full.      David Bagwell 

With our building in lockdown we are £5,000 down per month on income. We are 

helped by the majority giving to the church through bankers orders which continue 

as before but we would be further helped to get through this very difficult time if 

more people could give in this manner. Is this  something that you could consider at 

this point?  We thank you so much for all that you are able to give by whatever 

means but if this would be an option for you could you get in touch and I will talk 

you through the details. Many thanks once again - Lorraine & the finance team  



 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 17th July 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

 

 

Please check your email for details and the link to THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP 
 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links for access to a variety of worship 

resources and our own worship material archive. 
 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is 

possible.  

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Encouragement - continued 

Unexpected House Guest. Last Friday my husband, Martin, noticed 

a ringed pigeon pecking the birdseed that had fallen to the ground 

from the feeder. When he approached the bird it was quite happy to 

be held so, as his father, uncle and grandfather had kept racing 

pigeons, he knew that the ring would have the bird’s unique 

number. He phoned the Royal Pigeon Racing Association who 

passed on the owner’s contact details. The owner was delighted as 

the pigeon had gone missing a week previously when released in 

France to fly back to his home in Wales, a journey that would normally be completed in 

a few hours as pigeons average 60mph in races. The pigeon was very hungry and quite 

content to be housed in a dog’s carry basket. Each day when the basket was cleaned he 

would explore a little but, with fresh food and water, he happily hopped back inside. On 

Wednesday a pigeon courier was sent by the owner to transport him back home, a 

journey that necessitated 24 hours in a tiny box!   Mary T 
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