
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Love in Action  
                                                  We will share God’s love with others not  

                                                  just in what we say, but in what we do  

                                                  and who we are.                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (1 John 3:18 ) 

Sunday 26th July 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park and Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

This weekend with the story of the burning bush we begin a series of three services that 
will at fortnightly intervals take us through some of the key moments in the life of 
Moses. The burning bush is actually a bush that doesn’t burn - despite being ‘alight’. 
Moses is intrigued; investigates; and discovers that the God of Israel is all too well aware 
of the cruelty and pain being inflicted on them in their slavery in Egypt, and has plans to 
set them free.  

God has also heard our cries in recent days and similarly has plans in place to set us free 
from our particular kind of slavery – consider for a moment what that might be. He is 
waiting for ’the right time’  to help us, and lead us forward to a ‘rich and fertile land’. 

But he needs those who are ready to be used by him to carry out these plans; to build 
that better world. However when God says to Moses, that he needs his help, Moses’ 
immediate reaction is to say , ‘But I am a nobody. How can I bring the Israelites out of 
Egypt?’ which is to totally miss the point -  that it is God who will do the bringing out, 
Moses simply has to be the mouthpiece.  

Sometimes we act as if  it’s all up to us and so we understandably say, ‘can’t do it’, 
whereas what we are actually being asked, is to play a small but crucial part in what God 
is doing, and trust him then to equip us for the task.  

And then in these verses from Exodus 3, we have the final revelation of not only the 
name but the very nature of God.  ‘What shall I call you, how will I refer to you?’ says 
Moses, still prevaricating. God says, ’I am who I am’ or, I am, ‘I am’. A name that says it 
all, both as a verb – I am ‘being’, and as a statement of constant presence: God is the one 
who was, and is, and is to come.  

What more do we need to know, what more can be said. But someone still needs to say 
it, and that’s where you and I come in.   

David 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Grant us, O Lord, the will to accomplish all that pleases you; the strength 

to do all that you command and the reverence to respect all that you 

have made; for your own name’s sake. Amen. 

Francis of Assisi (1182-1226)  

David and I are due to take our remaining  holiday  (still from home!)  between 

Monday 27th July and Tuesday 18th August, though David will take the morning 

worship on Sunday 9th August.  Throughout this period David Ashworth has again 

very kindly offered to produce CWEO so please send your notices and contributions 

to him at  tech@billericaymethodistchurch.org . 
 

Online Worship on Sunday 2nd August will be lead by Rachel G  and on Sunday  

16th by Mark  S and Mike H., so our thanks also to them for making  it possible for 

us to continue to worship together during this time.  Please pray for them in their 

preparations and support them with your presence if at all possible.    Ann B 

Notices 

Thanks be to you, O god, 

that I have risen this day 

to the rising of this life itself. 

May it be a day of blessing, 

O God of every gift, 

a day of new beginnings given. 

Help me to avoid every sin 

and the source of every sin to forsake, 

and as the mist scatters 

from the crest of the hills 

may each ill haze clear 

from my soul, O God 

Morning Prayer                                     Evening Prayer 

O Christ of the least 

and the homeless, 

O Christ of the lost 

and betrayed, 

come close to me this night 

that I may come close to you. 

As you watched me with care 

at my soul’s shaping 

look on me now with grace. 

As you blessed me with light 

at the sun’s rising 

shine on me now with love. 

prayers taken from  
 

‘Each day &               

              each night’ 
 

Celtic prayers from 

Iona 

       J. Philip Newell 

mailto:tech@billericaymethodistchurch.org
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Encouragement 

Long service award!  Congratulations go to Beryl Greenway who, had 

it not been for the pandemic, would have completed 35 years as a 

helper at Tuesday Toddlers this term.  Our grateful thanks for the 

support you have given to the toddler team and the very many 

parents and children who  will have attended the group over the years.    Sue B 

All things bright and 

beautiful :  

Each spring I grow 

flowers from seed, 

including dahlias ... The 

slugs unfortunately 

enjoy them, but this 

year, quite a few have 

made it to be enjoyed by 

anyone in the garden.  

Pam C 

Denis and Audrey are pleased to announce the 

arrival of  their latest great-grandchild, Jesse Paul 

Hacker, born on Thurs 16th July at 3 am , 8lb 11oz.   

Helen is also thrilled to be a Great Auntie again. After 

such a difficult few months its good to be able to 

share such wonderful news. 

Staycation  is something we have been hearing a lot 

about lately.  It is usually taken as referring to  holidaying 

in your own country rather than going overseas.  But this 

year, for many of us, it will be even more of a ‘staycation’ 

as we will not even be venturing away from our homes.   

So it’s lovely to be able to share in some different 

scenery, and if you are 

travelling further afield, please 

do send us a holiday snap. 
 

Our first ports of call on our joint travels are in Devon,  

Instow (above) and fields near Tiverton (right).   

 

Sent in by Heather A with the caption ‘Devon still looks 

beautiful, despite a Pandemic’  - and she is quite right! 

Feather light, 

fleeting, 

touch of wings, 

glimmer of colour 

the butterfly passes by. 

 

Momentary reminder 

of that other presence 

touching me lightly; 

the glory of God 

passing nearby. 

 
                  Ruth M Gee 

Don’t Forget -  

CWEO  needs your 

input each week! 



 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 31st July 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

tech@billericaymethodistchurch.orgex 

 

 

Please check your email for details and the link to THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP 
 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links for access to a variety of worship 

resources and our own worship material archive. 
 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is 

possible.  

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Update on access to worship material 
 

Using the worship archive 

There’s a change this week to the format of the hard copy service sheets with an 

overall link to the website archive on the front replacing the individual hyperlinks  

inside. This arises from the YouTube analysis of the usage, or lack of it, of this 

option in recent weeks. 
 

So no change for offline users, but those with internet access can now either take 

part in the live broadcast at 10.30am each Sunday, and then join the zoom 

meeting with group breakout afterwards (both hyperlinks on the Friday CWEO 

email), or watch an edited recorded version in full or in part later via the link to the 

archive. Here you can also find all the past services. In addition the link to the 

themed all age material will now be on the Friday email rather than in the hardcopy 

pdf.  David 

mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/MethodistBcay
mailto:tech@billericaymethodistchurch.org
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/fun-together-at-home/

