
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Love in Action  
                                                  We will share God’s love with others not  

                                                  just in what we say, but in what we do  

                                                  and who we are.                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (1 John 3:18 ) 

Sunday 5th July 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park and Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear friends –  What makes you angry? I’m guessing that we all get angry in one way or 
another – some of us just hide it better. And what do you do or say when you’re angry, 
**** expletive deleted? How would others know you’re angry? 

Jesus got angry; not often it has to be said; but it wasn’t always, ‘gentle Jesus meek and 
mild’. There’s little doubt that in Luke 19:45-46, he’s angry and more than that he’s angry 
‘in church’. But there’s a fine tradition of faithful people in the bible getting angry, 
particularly in the Psalms – read Psalm 13, 22, 35 and 42 for starters; all of which contain 
a verse or two of anger with God, before they work through their frustration and emerge 
into a new relationship with, and understanding of God. 

Anger can be a good thing if it’s on behalf of others; driving us to speak up and stand up 
for others who have no voice or influence. But anger that is about us not getting our own 
way is the very opposite; a potentially violent and dangerous expression of our 
selfishness and greed.   

Jesus in Luke 19 is angry on behalf of others; angry for those whose worship needs are 
being sacrificed on the altar of religious selfishness and greed. And it is preceded in 
Luke’s version with a dose of compassion in verse 41 as he weeps over the city itself. 
What aspects of our country and our church do you weep over as an expression of your 
righteous anger?  

But note that unlike us, Jesus is never angry on his own behalf. Indeed, when he was 
being goaded, tortured and humiliated by the authorities he was amazingly calm, never 
saying a cross word (John 19:9, Isaiah 53:7), but instead praying for their forgiveness from 

the cross. 

Is it time for us to get angrier on behalf of others, to campaign and speak out on other ’s 
behalf? When was the last time you wrote to your MP, not about your own gripes but 
about the needs of others? Now is the time to stand up, or kneel down, to show your 
support, using your God given anger shaped by your   sadness and compassion as you 

seek justice for others (Micah 6:8).     David  

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Merciful God, renew our hearts with the light of the gospel of the glory 

of Christ, who is the image of God. 

May we shine more brightly and share more boldly the treasure of good 

news through lives of radical generosity, unconditional love, faith-filled 

hope, merciful justice and liberating forgiveness. For your glory, we pray. 

Amen.  

Please pray for all those whose livelihoods continue to be affected by the restrictions 

in place due to Covid-19, and the stress and uncertainty that they are experiencing.   

We remember also those groups who are exploring ways in which they can safely 

begin using our buildings again, and our property team who are liaising with them., 

to agree what is possible within the space and facilities available. 

Donations:  Subject to Church Council approval the Finance Committee last week 

agreed for the following donations to be made from our Church annual donations 

budget - £500 to St. Luke’s Hospice, £500 to the Kenya Grace Centre and £2800 to 

Schools Ministry Billericay (our regular annual donation).  We are also sending 

donations to MHA (Methodist Homes) for £1087.50 – thank you to those of you 

who responded to our recent appeal for them and a donation of £52.20 to The 

World Mission Funds/JMA.   Lorraine  

HMRC Gift Aid – we have received this week £5590.14 for the period January to 

March 2020 – as a charity we are blessed to be able to claim 25% on all donations 

which people have gift aided, plus on cash donations up to £8000 per year per site 

– this makes a huge difference to our annual income!  Thank you to all of you who 

are already gift aiding – if you would like details to gift aid please contact me, also 

if you would like the bank details to be able to make regular, or one-off donations 

by bank transfer.  I would also like to take this opportunity to thank David Westcott 

who keeps all of the records for Gift Aid and makes the claims to HMRC. Thank you, 

Lorraine  

Notices 
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Encouragement 

A smile for you 
Smiling is infectious, 

you catch it like flu, 
When someone smiled at me today 

I started smiling too. 
 

I passed around the corner 

and someone saw my grin, 
When he smiled I realised, 

I’d passed it on to him. 
 

I thought about that smile, 
then I realised it’s worth. 

A single smile like mine, 
could travel round the earth. 

 

So, if you feel a smile begin, don’t leave 
it undetected, 

Let’s start an epidemic quick, and get 
the world infected! 

Trial run for WR 

knitting group - 

Keeping to the rules 

for Covid 19 i.e. only 

6 people from 

different households meeting outside while 

maintaining 2mtrs distancing, we spent a 

very pleasant morning in a members 

garden on Weds. As soon as the rules allow 

we hope to  be able to resume meeting in 

a  larger number but still out of doors . 

With the good weather we may be able to 

meet on a weekly basis alternating the 

makeup of the group. Anyone interested in 

joining is welcome to contact me.  Julie C     

St Paul’s remembrance wall Twice a week (at the moment 

hopefully will build to 3 times a week) friends from St Pauls led 

by Anna Williams offer the local community a chance to 

remember loved ones who have died  recently (whether from 

COVID or another illness). Situated outside the church near the 

local shops people can place their named forget me not on the 

wall for prayer. What a lovely idea of love in action in the 

community. The church is never closed. God is always present.    Rachel 

An application of Micah 6:8 

from Rev Paul Carr  

ACT JUSTLY A recognition of 

the increasing inequalities 

within society and an 

engagement in social justice. 

LOVE MERCY An intentional 

orientation towards the 

marginalised and the poor. 

WALK HUMBLY A serious 

consideration of the growing 

geographical, economic, 

cultural, and racial inequalities 

that exist within our churches.  

‘How does your garden grow?’ 
 

My garden is doing well this 

year. Maybe it is because I 

have more time. Here is a 

photo of my mangetout which 

we  are all enjoying now.    

Leonie 

Did you see? 

If you didn’t get a 

chance to watch the 

first episode of 

‘Singing for Britain’ 

recently then it’s something I would recommend 

that you look out for on iPlayer.  It is both 

inspiring and humbling to see things from the 

perspective of our care workers.   Ann B 

Don’t Forget -  

CWEO  needs your 

input each week! 



 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 
bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 
’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   
                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 10th July 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

 

 

Please check your email for details and the link to THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP 
 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links for access to a variety of worship 

resources and our own worship material archive. 
 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is 

possible.  

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Encouragement - continued 

Worship – The way forward  - Thank you to everyone who has already sent back a worship 

questionnaire either by email or through the post  - Your views will inform our discussion at 

church council next week, and from that we hope to begin a sustainable pattern of worship 

to serve both the present age, and the age that is to come. At the time of writing I have 

received 37 replies conveying the views of 48 individuals, which is good… but still less than a 

third of those who were contacted. There is still time for you to contribute to what will be one 

of the most significant decisions we make in terms of our worship and witness. So please let 

me know what group you are in, in terms of internet access and or ability to gather together 

at church on a Sunday, and crucially what you have found helpful and why, in the wide range 

of worship resources that we have made available in the last few months.  Use the 

questionnaire already circulated or just drop me a line or email - The final deadline to allow 

me to analyse and summarise the findings is Monday 6th July. I wait with eager anticipation 

for a further flurry of emails or our postman delivering an extra sack of mail!  David B 
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