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Call to worship 

We worship together as we say together 

Today we rejoice in the gospel, the good news of Jesus 
 

Loving God, you are goodness personified 

In Jesus you show us the power and the beauty of that which 

is truly good. 

 

There is nothing that is bad in you, 

nothing that is fake or unreal – you are good news for all. 

You are goodness and love, 

and we lift your name on high. Amen. 

 

SONG - ‘Lord I lift your name on high’ 

  Lord, I lift your name on high, 
  Lord, I love to sing your praises ;  
  I'm so glad you're in my life, 
  I'm so glad you came to save us. 

  You came from heaven to earth 
  to show the way, 
  from the earth to the cross 
  my debt to pay, 
  from the cross to the grave, 
  from the grave to the sky :  
  Lord, I lift your name on high. 

 

Rick Founds 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 332 

Words and Music: © 1989 Maranatha! Music, Administered by Song Solutions CopyCare, 14 Horsted Square, 

Uckfield, East Sussex, TN22 1QG.  <www.songsolutions.org>  Used by permission. 
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Prayer 
 

Father God we thank you for your goodness and love. 

You are good, you are love. 

You are good to us and you love us, 

 And for that we offer you our thanks and praise this day.  

          (silence) 
 

Jesus, friend of sinners, 

you do not describe yourself as good, 

but instead point us to your loving heavenly Father. 

 

But you enable us to see that which is good 

 and to appreciate the power and the beauty  

of goodness and love. 

Your goodness once received makes us better,  

cures us of all our ills, 

And for that we offer you our thanks and praise this day 

 (silence)  
 

Holy Spirit, working perfectly in Jesus 

and striving to work in and through us. 

You bring out the best in us,  

you unearth that goodness that is sometimes buried 

 deep within. 

You invite us to share in your goodness,  

and to share your love with others.  

And for that we offer you our thanks and praise this day.   
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SONG – ‘There is a Redeemer’    

   1  There is a Redeemer, 
  Jesus, God's own Son, 
  precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
  Holy One. 
 
   Thank you, O my Father, 
   for giving us your Son, 
   and leaving your Spirit 
   till the work on earth is done. 

   2  Jesus my Redeemer, 
  name above all names, 
  precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
  O for sinners slain. 

   3  When I stand in glory 
  I will see his face, 
  and there I'll serve my King for ever 
  in that holy place. 

vv. 1-2 Melody Green (b. 1946) 

v. 3 Keith Green (1953–1982) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 338 

Words and Music: © 1982 Birdwing Music / BMG Songs Inc / Ears to Hear Music / EMICMP / Small Stone Media BV, Netherlands. Administered by 

Song Solutions Daybreak, 14 Horsted Square, 

Uckfield, East Sussex, TN22 1QG.  <www.songsolutions.org>  Used by permission. 

 

Reading: Col 1: 1-6, 9-10, 15-17 and 21-23 

From Paul, who by God's will is an apostle of Christ Jesus, and 
from our brother Timothy, to God's people in Colossae, who 
are our faithful friends in union with Christ: May God our 
Father give you grace and peace.   
 
We always give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, when we pray for you. For we have heard of your faith 
in Christ Jesus and of your love for all God's people. When the 
true message, the Good News, first came to you, you heard 
about the hope it offers. So your faith and love are based on 
what you hope for, which is kept safe for you in heaven.   
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The gospel keeps bringing blessings and is spreading 
throughout the world, just as it has among you ever since the 
day you first heard about the grace of God and came to know 
it as it really is  …  
 
We ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will, with all 
the wisdom and understanding that his Spirit gives.  Then you 
will be able to live as the Lord wants and will always do what 
pleases him. Your lives will produce all kinds of good deeds, 
and you will grow in your knowledge of God.  …  
 
 Christ is the visible likeness of the invisible God. He is the first-
born Son, superior to all created things. For through him God 
created everything in heaven and on earth, the seen and the 
unseen things, including spiritual powers, lords, rulers, and 
authorities. God created the whole universe through him and 
for him. Christ existed before all things, and in union with him 
all things have their proper place.  …   
 
At one time you were far away from God and were his enemies 
because of the evil things you did and thought. But now, by 
means of the physical death of his Son, God has made you his 
friends, in order to bring you, holy, pure, and faultless, into his 
presence.  
 
You must, of course, continue faithful on a firm and sure 
foundation, and must not allow yourselves to be shaken from 
the hope you gained when you heard the gospel.  
 
It is of this gospel that I, Paul, became a servant—this gospel 
which has been preached to everybody in the world. 

 

TALK—Good news for all—see CWEO for 30th August 
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SONG – ‘Good news, good news to you we bring’      
 

   1  Good news, good news to you we bring, alleluia !  
  News of great joy that angels sing, alleluia !  
 
   Tender mercy he has shown us, 
   joy to all the world ;  
   for us God sends his only Son, 
           alleluia !  

   2  Let earth's dark shadows fly away, alleluia !  
  In Christ has dawned an endless day, alleluia !  

   3  Now God with us on earth resides, alleluia !  
  And heaven's door is open wide, alleluia !  

Graham Kendrick (b. 1950) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 201 

Words and Music: © 1988, Graham Kendrick / Make Way Music Ltd, PO Box 320, Tunbridge Wells, Kent.  TN2 9DE  UK.  

<www.grahamkendrick.co.uk>  Used by permission. 

   

Watch the Good News video (pt.1) -  or make a scrapbook of good 

news stories that warm your heart and give you fresh hope 

  

Prayer -  Good-news God 
(Rev. Mark Slaney Chair of Scotland and Shetland District) p85 Responding to the 
gospel - Methodist Church Prayer Handbook 2019/2020  

Good News God,  
when you promised Abraham a son in old age.  
Sarah responded to the gospel with laughter; 
When you promised Moses 
 that you would deliver your people from slavery 

He responded to the gospel by asking,  
‘Who am I’, and ‘Who are you?’; 

When you promised Mary a son called Jesus, 

She responded to the gospel by saying, 
’Here I am the servant of the Lord’; 

When you promised the disciples the coming of your spirit,  
they responded to the gospel by waiting in prayer;   
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When you promised Paul that your grace was sufficient, 
he responded to the gospel 
by finding contentment in weakness and hardship. 

Good-news God, 
make me laugh,  
make me wonder 
make me submit,  
make me wait,  
make me content. 
 
Give me new life,  
give me identity,  
give me Jesus,  
give me Spirit,  
give me grace. Amen. 

 

Good News video (pt.2) 

The Gospel of Jesus is Good News for all,  
and is to be proclaimed 
in word and deed, 
in what we sing and say, 
and in what we do and are. 
 

SONG - We have a gospel to proclaim   
 
   1  We have a gospel to proclaim, 
  good news for all throughout the earth ;  
  the gospel of a Saviour's name :  
  we sing his glory, tell his worth. 

 

   2  Tell of his birth at Bethlehem — 
  not in a royal house or hall, 
  but in a stable dark and dim, 
  the Word made flesh, a light for all. 
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   3  Tell of his death at Calvary :  
  hated by those he came to save, 
  in lonely suffering on the cross, 
  for all he loved his life he gave. 

   4  Tell of that glorious Easter morn :  
  empty the tomb, for he was free. 
  He broke the power of death and hell 
  that we might share his victory. 

   5  Tell of his reign at God's right hand, 
  by all creation glorified. 
  He sends his Spirit on his Church 
  to live for him, the Lamb who died. 

   6  Now we rejoice to name him King :  
  Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
  This gospel-message we proclaim: 
  we sing his glory, tell his worth. 

Edward Joseph Burns (b. 1938) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 418 

Words: © Canon Edward J. Burns 

 

 

 Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can 

join together in a time of fellowship via Zoom 

 

For those without internet access why not get on the phone to 

someone in similar circumstances to yourself, and encourage 

and help each other as part of your ongoing worship and care 

of one another.   

 

 

 


