
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Love in Action  
                                                  We will share God’s love with others not  

                                                  just in what we say, but in what we do  

                                                  and who we are.                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (1 John 3:18 ) 

Sunday 16th August 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park and Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

 
Confidence we are told is a fragile thing, particularly in the 
world of economics. I heard last week that we need to be 
confident and return to London to help that economy start to 
move again, London feels abandoned. So how do we feel about 
our faith after so many months of being unable to gather as a 
worshipping community, do we feel abandoned by God, 
separated from our Christian brothers and sisters our friends, 
have we felt our faith being under siege and perhaps slowly 
slipping away? Having confidence in one’s faith can be a fragile 
thing; many things lead us to doubt. This time of pandemic and 
lockdown isolation might lead us to ask where is God in all of 
this? He is still here; he has not gone away has not forgotten 
who we are. 
 
Our reading from Ephesians 6 v10—v18 is entitled “The Armour 
of God” references various pieces of equipment that will protect 
us but starts with “be strong in the Lord and his mighty power” 
a focus for us all in these changed and challenging times when 
perhaps our faith has felt under siege. 
 

Wherever we find ourselves this morning we must be reassured 
that we have not been forgotten by God, he has never 
abandoned his people and the same is true for us. The worry 
might be that we abandon Him. Instead we should look forward 
with confidence to a time when we might gather again as a 
worshipping community, because God has given us all the 
‘armour’ that we need to prepare us for that time and to see us 
through. 

Mark 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Teach us, O Lord, to attempt what we fear we cannot attain, to strive 

for what we fear we cannot reach and to speak of what we fear we 

cannot utter. Adoring a love which we cannot comprehend may we 

celebrate a faith we cannot prove; for your own love’s sake. Amen. 

                                    Hilary of Poitiers (c.315-367) 

Notices 

Don’t Forget -   CWEO  needs your input each week! 
 

A Reminder that production of CWEO will now return to Ann.  

Please send her your items for inclusion. 

The Church Council will meet using Zoom on Tuesday August 25th from 7:30pm. 

One item on the Agenda is to review when we might  re-open for worship. 

A prayer by Thomas Merton. My Lord God, I have no idea where 

I am going.  I do not see the road ahead of me.  I cannot know 

for certain where it will end.  

Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think I am 

following your will does not mean that I am actually doing so. 

But I believe that the desire to please you does, in fact, please 

you. And I hope that I have that desire in all that I am doing. I 

hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire.  And I 

know that if I do this you will lead me by the right road, though 

I may know nothing about it.  

Therefore I will trust you always, though I may seem to be lost 

and in the shadow of death.  I will not fear, for you are ever 

with me, and you will never leave me to face my perils alone.  
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Encouragement 

On a walk around a recently harvested field of 

wheat I spotted, at the edge of the field, these few  

stalks that had escaped the attention of the 

combine harvester.  It reminded me of the Biblical 

story of Ruth gleaning in the field of Boaz. 

Teasels  in the 

scrub. 

In the recent heat we long for the coolness 

of water. Above is Hanningfield and to the 

right Lake Meadows. ‘He leads me beside 

quiet waters, he restores my soul’ Ps23 NIV 

We are very fortunate to have lots of 

open countryside and footpaths 

around our town where we can 

appreciate nature.  



 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 21st August 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

 

 

Please check your email for details and the link to THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP 
 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links for access to a variety of worship 

resources and our own worship material archive. 
 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is 

possible.  

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

A Time to Laugh 
 

Yet more signs from the Click and Chatter group at Herongate. 

Outside a second hand shop: 

*WE EXCHANGE ANYTHING - BICYCLES, WASHING MACHINES, ETC. WHY NOT 

BRING YOUR WIFE ALONG AND GET A WONDERFUL BARGAIN?* 

 

Notice in health food shop window: 

*CLOSED DUE TO ILLNESS* 

 

Spotted in a safari park: 

*ELEPHANTS PLEASE STAY IN YOUR CAR* 
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