
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Love in Action  
                                                  We will share God’s love with others not  

                                                  just in what we say, but in what we do  

                                                  and who we are.                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (1 John 3:18 ) 

Sunday 23rd August 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park and Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

Right from the start there has been a call for simple, clear, unambiguous guidance from 
the government so that people knew what they should be doing and why; and most 
people most of the time have been happy to  then follow that guidance. But now with 
the easing of lockdown and new rules on face masks in different retail settings, things are 
getting more complicated, and we may be losing that consensus and cooperation.    

The same thing happened with the people of Israel and the Ten Commandments 
delivered to Moses on Mount Sinai. What started off as a basic set of rules for living 
together in harmony ended up as a mountain of regulations covering every conceivable 
situation.  By the time of Jesus, the Law was a real stumbling block for those who wanted 
to do the right thing but had got lost in the small print. So when asked for a simple 
phrase or slogan to sum up the whole of the Jewish Law, Jesus said in Matthew 7:12  "Do 
for others what you want them to do for you: this is the meaning of the Law of Moses 
and of the teachings of the prophets. Later when asked to pick out the key 
commandments in the scriptures, he said in Matthew 22: 37- 40: 'Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.'  and 'Love your neighbour 
as you love yourself.'  The whole Law of Moses and the teachings of the prophets depend 
on these two commandments."   

What Jesus was describing was the spirit rather than the letter of the Law, to enable 
people to do the right thing at all times. Similarly with Covid 19 if we simply ‘did for 
others what we wanted them to do for us’, it would guide us to put on a face mask or 
keep our distance whenever we needed to, as we ‘cared for others as we would want 
them to care for us’, ‘loving our neighbour as we love ourselves’. That is how love is 
shared and made known.  The problem comes when we don’t make the care of others 
the priority but just do whatever we feel like doing with no thought for anyone else. That 
is how the virus is shared and a second spike becomes ever more likely. 

Stay safe but most of all - ‘look after the needs of others’. 

David 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

God of all grace, we rejoice that your love is for all, unlimited and free. 

May we, your children, have the same generous love for the world that 

you show us in Christ. For in Christ, we are all seen and known fully, 

redeemed and restored, and we need never be ashamed of failure. 

May we, in responding to all you offer us in Christ, learn to view others 

and see your world only through the lens of your love, which holds us, 

heals us and restores us to fullness of life. Amen. 

A Letter to the future 
 

Ok is the first Icelandic glacier to lose its status as a glacier. 

In the next 200 years all our glaciers are expected to follow the same path. 

This monument is to acknowledge that we know  

what is happening and what needs to be done 

Only you know if we did it. 
 

Agúst 2019 

415ppm CO2 

I saw a report about this plaque on tv recently.  It was placed 

on site by the Icelandic people in 2019, and makes sobering 

and poignant reading.  I include it both as a matter for prayer 

but also to encourage us all to do what we can to be good 

and faithful stewards of all that God has given us.     Ann B 

Please pray for  all the young people who have been caught up in the chaos over 

exam results in the last few weeks.  We also remember their families and teachers 

who will have been doing their best to support and encourage them during this 

uncertain time. Please also pray for the ongoing work of the schools, colleges and 

universities to find productive ways forward for their futures, in what is a very 

pressured timeframe.  
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Encouragement 

Lord, help me now to unclutter my life, 

to organise myself in the direction of simplicity. 

Lord, teach me to listen to my heart; 

teach me to welcome change, instead of fearing it. 

Lord I give You these stirrings inside me, 

I give you my discontent, 

I give you my restlessness, 

I give you my doubt, 

I give you my despair, 

I give you all the longings I hold inside. 

Help me to listen to these signs of change, of growth; 

to listen seriously and follow where they lead 

through the breathtaking empty space of an open door. 

Pam S 

Martin Luther King Jr wrote ‘Midnight is a confusing hour when 

it is difficult to be faithful. The most inspiring word that the 

church must speak is that no midnight long remains. The weary 

traveller by midnight who asks for bread is really seeking the 

dawn.  Our eternal message of hope is that dawn will come.’       

Breaking Bread - we shall be breaking bread 

together again this Sunday (23rd Aug), so if taking 

part either online or with the printed worship 

material, please do have a piece of  bread ready 

for that part of the worship. 

David B  

Have you changed your view? 

Last month we did a questionnaire asking whether now was the right time to 

resume face to face worship together and at the Church Council then decided that 

it was 'too soon', and the' risks v the benefits' did not make it worthwhile. We meet 

again next week to discuss this further, in the light of further govt. guidance etc 

and ahead of that I need to hear from you IF YOU HAVE CHANGED YOUR MIND 

(either way) and WHY. If your views remain the same then there is no need to 

reply. Thank you.  David B 



 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 28th August 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

 

 

Please check your email for details and the link to THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP 
 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links for access to a variety of worship 

resources and our own worship material archive. 
 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is 

possible.  

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Encouragement - continued 

The final instalment of our series from Click and Chatter, Herongate.  Thank you  

Ladies for putting a smile on our faces over the last few weeks. 

Seen during a conference: 

‘FOR ANYONE WHO HAS CHILDREN AND DOESN'T KNOW IT, THERE IS A DAY CARE 

ON THE 1ST FLOOR’ 

Notice in a farmer's field: 

‘THE FARMER ALLOWS WALKERS TO CROSS THE FIELD FOR FREE, BUT THE BULL 

CHARGES’. 

On a repair shop door: 

*WE CAN REPAIR ANYTHING. (PLEASE KNOCK HARD ON THE DOOR - THE BELL 

DOESN'T WORK)  
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