
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Love in Action  
                                                  We will share God’s love with others not  

                                                  just in what we say, but in what we do  

                                                  and who we are.                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (1 John 3:18 ) 

Sunday 30th August 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park and Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

There is good news and there is bad news, and there always has been. But recently a new 
form of news has made the headlines - fake news; and that is bad news for trust and 
democracy.  And then there is the gospel of Jesus Christ, which is the good news of Jesus, 
good news for all, even for those who are bad, for Jesus takes what is fake and lovingly 
reveals what is real. 

In a world of increasing fake news stories when we sometimes don’t know what or whom 
to believe we need the good news of Jesus, in his life and death and resurrection, to 
reconnect with reality however difficult that reality may turn out to be. 

Paul writing to his friends in Colossae whilst in prison, speaks in the opening chapter 
about the true message, the good news, the gospel, and the hope that this brings. He 
says that his faith and theirs is not based on fake news, but on the reality of Jesus Christ 
as the visible likeness of the invisible God. Jesus he says is the one through whom, and 
for whom, the universe was created. And in Jesus, everything ‘comes together’ and 
ultimately ‘makes sense’. A theme that Paul will return to later in the letter when in 
Chapter 3 he will encourage his friends to put on the love of Jesus, ‘which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony’.  

That is good news indeed, as we try and make sense of what is happening to us and 
around us. In a living and growing relationship with Jesus, there is the hope of one day 
understanding what is happening and learning how to live in harmony, and not discord, 
with the rest of the created world. 

Bad news is bad enough, but it’s part of life, stuff happens. Fake news is worse as it 
destroys hope and trust and sows the seeds of further unrest and bitterness. But good 
news is best, and the gospel of Jesus as Paul says, ‘keeps bringing blessings’ and spreads 
like wild fire when blown by the Spirit. It is Our Calling (more about that next week) to 
share this good news in word and deed, particularly to those who are on the receiving 
end of bad news or just don’t know what to believe.             David 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

God of grace and love, the future seems uncertain and dangerous, so 

we become distrustful and obdurate. We are willing to believe only 

those who agree with us, and are fearful of difference. We become 

angry and defensive, hurting others before they can hurt us, regardless 

of the consequences. In responding to the gospel of your love for us in 

Christ, help us to remember that, although you were announced by 

angels, you came to us vulnerable as a new-born child. May all that we offer in 

your name be filled with compassion and kindness. Amen.  

Please pray for  the groups that will resume their hall hire at Queens Park during 

the next week.  We remember: Live Love Dance (Tues 4.30pm); Perform (Wed 

3.30pm) Slimming World (Thurs 4.30pm) and Lily Rose Yoga (Mon 7pm), and pray 

that all the preparations they have made to provide a Covid-19 secure environment 

will help to keep their members safe and able to enjoy a return to their activities.  

We pray also for our property team who are working very hard to liaise with them 

and to monitor how things are going. 

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; 

He makes me lie in pastures green. 

He leads me by the still, still waters, 

His goodness restores my soul. 
 

And I will trust in You alone, 

And I will trust in You alone, 

For Your endless mercy follows me, 

Your goodness will lead me home. 
 

He guides my ways in righteousness, 

And He anoints my head with oil, 

And my cup, it overflows with joy, 

I feast on His pure delights. 
 

And though I walk the darkest path, 

I will not fear the evil one, 

For You are with me, and Your rod and staff 

Are the comfort I need to know.   

Stewart Townend                          

online 

version 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-eIQQayhpak
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-eIQQayhpak
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Important News from Church Council 

Church Council (Tues 25th August) – report to CWEO   

24 church members and circuit representatives met this week on zoom to discuss the 

way forward, in regard to worship services, the appointment of a half time church 

administrator, various property matters including the use of the building for lettings and 

other work and the progress on the WR servery, and need for a new cleaning machine 

at QP, and we received an interim financial report on the present and expected future 

expenditure.   

It was decided that we will continue to provide every week a hardcopy service sheet and 

to deliver that material live at 10.30am each Sunday over the internet. We will now add 

to that on the 1st Sunday of the month a live gathering initially at WR but subsequently 

if possible at QP as well, with full risk assessed protocols in place, and using the 

material already prepared with some further input from the worship coordinator/ leader 

present.  

The first gathered service will therefore be on Sunday 4th October at WR at 10.30am  

(for 40-45 mins) and will have a harvest theme, with services on the 1st November at 

10.30am at both WR and QP we hope.  What follows is a brief summary of what is 

currently planned so you can picture how it might be; some aspects of this may change 

as we do dry runs during September and learn more. 

Please arrive earlier than usual and from the WR car park  you will be guided by a 

carpark welcomer to the side entrance where you wait at 2m intervals for a 

temperature check to be taken. If clear then you enter the side door where your details 

are checked/entered on a sheet to be kept GDPR secure for 3 weeks for Track and 

Trace purposes. The possibility of ‘registering’ in advance is also being explored. You are 

then shown by a second welcomer to an appropriate seat or pair of seats positioned at 

2m intervals in the main body of the church, and receive guidance/material relating to 

the service as you wait for the start. The service is shown on the main screen as it goes 

live, and proceeds as we worship together. Face masks must be worn at all times, and 

there is no singing, though conversation with those nearest you is possible. Toilets are 

sign posted with some restrictions on access. At the end of the prepared worship there 

will be an informal sharing time and prayers to close. No refreshments can be served 

and immediately after the service you will be asked to exit via the ‘front door’.  A key 

role in all of this is that of the worship coordinator who with an assistant will organise 

the other volunteers and ensure that everything is cleaned and ready for use, and tidied 

up afterwards. They will also with others give some lead to the worship from the front. 

The final person needed on site is the sound and projection operative in the gallery. A 

similar pattern would operate at QP in November. 

For all of this to happen safely and be sustainable on a monthly or eventually weekly 

cycle we need ‘those who have already decided that they wish to attend’ to volunteer ‘if 

they are able to do so’ to be trained for their particular task either at WR and/or at QP. 

If there are insufficient volunteers to operate safely we cannot meet. So please let 

David Rogers or myself know what you would be happy doing and when and where, as 

soon as possible and no later than Sunday 13th September.   

The meeting then looked in some detail at the revised job specification for the proposed 

half time Church Administrator who alongside the many existing administrative tasks 

will be helping us to develop ‘a more effective presence online and in the community’. 

This job description will now go to the circuit meeting in mid-September, and if 

approved by them will then be advertised locally. If you would like further details, once 

approved,  for yourself or others then do let me know.                 (Cont’d overleaf) 



 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 4th September 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

 

 

Please check your email for details and the link to THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP 
 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links for access to a variety of worship 

resources and our own worship material archive. 
 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is 

possible.  

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Church Council report continued 

The meeting heard of many groups that are now risk assessed and meeting again 

at all three sites but sadly heard of some that are not yet able to resume, including 

some self-help groups, Scouts and our own Messy Church. A full survey of the 

financial impact of this on the church will be done ahead of the Nov CC. Thanks 

were expressed to David Rogers, Ken Cowell, Helen Hacker, David Ashworth and 

others for all their extra work on this and other related matters. Also to Lorraine 

Harris and Maggie Kingston as they steer us through a looming financial crisis 

where reserves will need to be eaten into as never before. 

Next week we begin a new church year – look out for the new theme of How2Be 

church, as we explore together how to do some old familiar things in very different 

ways.  

David     26.8.20 
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