
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Theme for the Year   –   Love in Action  
                                                  We will share God’s love with others not  

                                                  just in what we say, but in what we do  

                                                  and who we are.                                                                                            
                                                                                                            (1 John 3:18 ) 

Sunday 9th August 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park and Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends,  

Humanly speaking you may be more brains than brawn,  clever rather than athletic,  

better at the theory than the practical.  It’s a rare person who excels in both skill 

sets. But according to this week’s reading from Exodus 13, God has it all; all 

powerful and all knowing; but relying not on brute strength so much as a perfect 

understanding of human nature.  When the king of Egypt  reluctantly let the people 

go, God did not take them by the shortest route to safety, but ’led them in a 

roundabout way (13:18) through the desert towards the Red Sea.’ 

That was not only to fool the pursuing army, but to allow time for the people of 

Israel to adjust to the ‘new normal’, after their years in captivity and to prepare 

them for what was to come next. Do we still need more time to adjust to what lies 

ahead for us? For if we read on we find that after successfully crossing the Red Sea, 

by the awesome power of God, they then spent forty years wandering in the desert, 

and eating manna, (16:35) before they were ready to enter the promised land.  

That is the way God works. He rarely takes us ‘as the crow flies’, even when we are 

listening carefully and following where he leads. He is far more likely to take us by 

the ‘scenic route’; inviting us to  take note of and learn from what we see and 

experience along the way. And only when we look back can we begin to see the 

reason why God may have taken us that way or asked us to wait a while. And if we 

are not listening and just ‘doing our own thing’, God, being God, can and does use 

any ‘dead ends’ to fashion something that is good. Weaving those loose ends into 

an evolving tapestry of his creative love. 

So as we continue to wander and wonder what these past 5 months may be all 

about, ask yourself whether you have yet learnt all that you need to learn from this 

experience; to be ready and able to become the person that God longs for you to be 

in the coming days. No experience is ever wasted. Everything that has happened can 

and should be used as we go forward and reach our destination, hopefully in less 

time than it took the people of Israel! 

      David 

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Lord Jesus Christ, draw our hearts to yours with a love that is 

irresistible; unite our hearts to yours with a love that is immeasurable, 

and bind our hearts to yours with a love that is inseparable; now and 

for ever. Amen.                                 Miles Coverdale (1488-1568) 

Kenya update 

Far from offering us a ‘whole life’ experience, our 

twenty-first-century Western culture has 

compartmentalised spirituality.  Our spiritual ‘side’ is 

regarded as something ‘a little aside’ from the rest of 

our life.  Spirituality is relegated to the fringes.  

However, surprisingly, the Hebrew Scriptures contain 

no word for ‘spiritual’ and, more astonishing yet, 

Jesus never used the phrase ‘spiritual life’.  The 

reason for this is simple: for Jesus, the whole of life 

was spiritual.         Steve Chalke       

Kenya Partnership Update. It has been a privilege to share with Rev. 

Sammy Kagwi via our zoom Fellowship each week. Sammy has worked 

tirelessly for the past month bringing urgent food supplies & hygiene 

equipment to the community at the Mwakirunge Dumpsite in Mombasa, using the 

funds we recently sent him. He has also supported the bio-Intensive farm project, 

which is progressing well. A full report- including many photos-can be emailed to 

you - please ask one of the team.  

Sammy has sent the following message: 

Once again I appreciate your prayers and support. Am humbled and blessed to join 

the BMC virtual church service. Joining you for fellowship and knowing most of you 

is another powerful testimony of friendship and partnership. Mungu awabriki. 

Pass our love to your families and church.     Sammy.   
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Encouragement 

Stay cation at Rettendon Common ... We are so fortunate to have this close by. 

Lovely walking the fields in the sunshine.       Pam C  

 

 

 

Photos submitted by 

Rachel G from her 

walks. 

Spotted in Queens Park Country Park- for all those 

who didn't believe I'd seen them!  

Heather A 

 

River Dart from Bayards Cove, 

Dartmouth.         Sue H 



 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 14th August 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

tech@billericaymethodistchurch.orgex 

 

 

Please check your email for details and the link to THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP 
 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links for access to a variety of worship 

resources and our own worship material archive. 
 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is 

possible.  

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

A Time to Laugh 
 

More classic humorous signs from the Click and Chatter ladies at Herongate. 

In a London department store: 

*BARGAIN BASEMENT UPSTAIRS* 

 

In an office: 

*WOULD THE PERSON WHO TOOK THE STEP LADDER YESTERDAY PLEASE BRING 

IT BACK OR FURTHER STEPS WILL BE TAKEN* 

 

In an office: 

*AFTER TEA BREAK STAFF SHOULD EMPTY THE TEAPOT AND STAND UPSIDE 

DOWN ON THE DRAINING BOARD* 
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