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Music +  Video clips with    

 Call to worship 

We worship together as we say together: 

Loving God you constantly call us 

‘to serve the present age’, 

and be the people we need to be 
 

to build your kingdom 

‘on earth as it is in heaven’. 

In an age that has changed in ways 

we never imagined possible, 

we ask for your guidance, and help. 

We will be tempted ‘as never before’  

to go back to things as they were before. 

Instead where we need to venture forward in faith 

give us the courage and trust in you that we need, 
 

to continue to do things ‘as never before’ - 

So may we serve you and reach out to others 

in new and exciting ways. 

To the glory of your name Amen. 

Link— Last time ‘Serving others’ ‘as never before—having learnt 

how to care and understood the wider issues that we need to 

respond to and campaign on. This time ‘Evangelising’ , i.e. sharing 

the good news of Jesus in word as well as deed.—Putting our faith 

into practice and into words that are, real for us and ’a reason for 

the hope that is within us’ - 1 Peter 3:15. 

Romans 10:13-15   "Everyone who calls out to the Lord for help will 
be saved."  But how can they call to him for help if they have not 
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believed? And how can they believe if they have not heard the message? 
And how can they hear if the message is not proclaimed?  And how can the 
message be proclaimed if the messengers are not sent out? As the scripture 
says, "How wonderful is the coming of messengers who bring good news!" 

 

HYMN— ‘ Good news, good news to you we bring’      
 

   1  Good news, good news to you we bring, alleluia !  
  News of great joy that angels sing, alleluia !  
 
   Tender mercy he has shown us, 
   joy to all the world ;  
   for us God sends his only Son, alleluia !  

   2  Let earth's dark shadows fly away, alleluia !  
  In Christ has dawned an endless day, alleluia !  

   3  Now God with us on earth resides, alleluia !  
  And heaven's door is open wide, alleluia !  

Graham Kendrick (b. 1950) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 201 Words and Music: © 1988, Graham Kendrick / Make Way Music Ltd, PO Box 320, 

Tunbridge Wells, Kent.  TN2 9DE  UK.  <www.grahamkendrick.co.uk>  Used by permission. 

  
 SONG - ‘We have a gospel to proclaim’ - spoke live over piano accompaniment  

as would be possible in ’face to face ‘ worship  

 
   1  We have a gospel to proclaim,  
         good news for all throughout the earth ;  
  the gospel of a Saviour's name :  
  we sing his glory, tell his worth.h 

   2  Tell of his birth at Bethlehem — 
  not in a royal house or hall, 
  but in a stable dark and dim, 
  the Word made flesh, a light for all.   
 
   3    Tell of his death at Calvary :  
  hated by those he came to save, 
  in lonely suffering on the cross, 
  for all he loved his life he gave. 

   4  Tell of that glorious Easter morn :  
  empty the tomb, for he was free. 
  He broke the power of death and hell 
  that we might share his victory. 
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   5  Tell of his reign at God's right hand, 
  by all creation glorified. 
  He sends his Spirit on his Church 
  to live for him, the Lamb who died. 

   6  Now we rejoice to name him King :  
  Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
  This gospel-message we proclaim: 
  we sing his glory, tell his worth. 

Edward Joseph Burns (b. 1938) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 418 

Words: © Canon Edward J. Burns 

 

LINK—  But someone has to tell someone else the good news for it to be 
heard and perhaps responded to. God is constantly at work creating the 
opportunities for that to happen; sometimes in very unexpected  ways; like 
on a disused road, but we have to be there, ready and willing like Philip. 
 

Main reading—Acts 8:5-8, 26-35   
 
 

Philip went to the principal city in Samaria and preached the Messiah to the 
people there. The crowds paid close attention to what Philip said, as they 
listened to him and saw the miracles that he performed.  Evil spirits came 
out from many people with a loud cry, and many paralyzed and lame people 
were healed.  So there was great joy in that city…... 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get ready and go south to the road that 
goes from Jerusalem to Gaza." (This road is not used nowadays.)   So Philip 
got ready and went.  

Now an Ethiopian eunuch, who was an important official in charge of the 
treasury of the queen of Ethiopia, was on his way home. He had been to 
Jerusalem to worship God and was going back home in his carriage. As he 
rode along, he was reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.   

The Holy Spirit said to Philip, "Go over to that carriage and stay close to 
it."  Philip ran over and heard him reading from the book of the prophet 
Isaiah. He asked him, "Do you understand what you are reading?"  The 
official replied, "How can I understand unless someone explains it to me?" 
And he invited Philip to climb up and sit in the carriage with him.  The 
passage of scripture which he was reading was this: "He was like a sheep 
that is taken to be slaughtered, like a lamb that makes no sound when its 
wool is cut off. He did not say a word. He was humiliated, and justice was 
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denied him. No one will be able to tell about his descendants, 
because his life on earth has come to an end."   

The official asked Philip, "Tell me, of whom is the prophet saying 
this? Of himself or of someone else?"  Then Philip began to speak; 
starting from this passage of scripture, he told him the Good News 
about Jesus. 

 

TALK—see CWEO pastoral letter for 27th September   

Including  1 Peter 3:15-16a - Have reverence for Christ in your 

hearts, and honour him as Lord. Be ready at all times to answer 

anyone who asks you to explain the hope you have in you,  but do it 

with gentleness and respect. Keep your conscience clear, so that 

when you are insulted, those who speak evil of your good conduct as 

followers of Christ will become ashamed of what they say. 

 

and Acts 17:22-23, 27-28 and 32  - Paul stood up in front of the city 

council and said, "I see that in every way you Athenians are very 

religious.  For as I walked through your city and looked at the places 

where you worship, I found an altar on which is written, 'To an 

Unknown God.' That which you worship, then, even though you do 

not know it, is what I now proclaim to you. ….  God is actually not far 

from any one of us;  as someone has said, 'In him we live and move 

and exist.' It is as some of your poets have said, 'We too are his 

children.' ….. 
   

       (Paul  then goes on to speak of the death and resurrection of Jesus) 

 ….. When they heard Paul speak about a raising from death, some of 

them made fun of him, but others said, "We want to hear you speak 

about this again." 

  

SONG— ‘The greatest day in history’ 

Death is beaten, You have rescued me, sing it out, Jesus is alive 

The empty cross, the empty grave,  

life eternal, You have won the day 

Shout it out, Jesus is alive,  He's alive. 
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 And oh, happy day, happy day 

 You washed my sin away 

 Oh, happy day, happy day 

 I'll never be the same 

 Forever I am changed 

When I stand in that place 

Free at last, meeting face to face 

I am yours, Jesus, You are mine 

Endless joy, perfect peace 

Earthly pain, finally will cease 

Celebrate, Jesus is alive,  He's alive. 

        And oh, happy day, happy day….. 

  

 And oh, what a glorious day, what a glorious way 

That You have saved me 

And oh, what a glorious day what a glorious name, yeah 

And oh, happy day, happy day…. 

   

Video Clip / Questions to consider – answers on a postcard or by email to me 

Next week  Harvest part 1—with hardcopy and online worship as usual—alongside a face 

to face gathering - see CWEO for  details and how to register   

The Church exists to make more followers of Jesus Christ  

 When was the last time you were able to talk about God? 

 What opportunities have there been to share you faith in this last 

month? 

 How could you have been better prepared for that opportunity? 

 How often do you pray specifically for others to hear and respond to 

the good news of Jesus? 

 If you were to put your faith into three sentences, with no cliches or 

religious words, what would you say? Write it down and amend it. 
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……. and in terms of ongoing discipleship  

 What has helped you to grow recently as a disciple of Jesus?  

 How could you help others in their discipleship growth? 

 In what ways can we encourage discipleship in children and young 

families? 

 In what ways can we encourage discipleship in those who are 

older ,or on their own? 

 In what ways can the increased use of the internet help or hinder 

all of this? 

Prayer of Intercession   

We pray for those we know who are asking questions about life and living ‘as 

never before’ . 

Help us to be alongside them as a friend, 

 and to be able to share our questions and journey with them. 

We pray for those we know who have had some experience of Jesus in the 

past but have drifted away from the church in recent years. 

Help us to reconnect in some way with them and to walk with them into a 

renewed life of  worship and faith. 

We pray for ourselves that we may become clearer in our own mind as to what 

we believe and why, and better prepared to put that into words. 

Help us to live out that which we believe before we put it into words 

 so that our words may always ring true and point towards you. 

Finally guide us this week towards those for whom we have prayed today, 

 with opportunities to share the good news of Jesus in appropriate ways. 

May we at all times, like Philip on the desert road,  

be in the right place at the right time, and ready to do your will. Amen.  
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SONG—’Shine Jesus shine’ 
 

Lord, the light of your love is shining, In the midst of the darkness, shining 

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us, 

Set us free by the truth you now bring us, shine on me, shine on me. 

  Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father's glory. 

 Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire. 

 Flow, river, flow, Flood the nations with grace and mercy. 

 Send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light. 

Lord, I come to your awesome presence, 

From the shadows into your radiance, 

By the blood I may enter your brightness, 

Search me, try me, consume all my darkness, shine on me, shine on me. 

Shine, Jesus, shine…... 
   

And we  close this time of worship as we recommit ourselves 

to God and one another in the words of the Grace.   

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ, The Love of God, 

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  be with us all, evermore. 

Amen.   
 

A further Celtic Blessing  
 

The peace of the earth be with you, the peace of the heavens too; 

the peace of the rivers be with you, the peace of the oceans too. 

Deep peace - falling over you. God's peace - growing in you.  
  

        Guatemalan text   as translated by Christine Carson (b. 1965)  
        Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 774   Translation: From There is One Among Us   

          © 1998 Christine Carson / WGRG,  Iona Community, Glasgow G2 3DH  Scotland.  www.wgrg.co.uk     

 

               All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934  

 

 

Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can join together in a 

time of fellowship via Zoom. For those without internet access why not get on the 

phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself, and encourage and help 

each other as part of your ongoing worship and care of one another.   


