
  

   THEME: The Harvest is large, but…   
 

To watch all or any part of this* or previous worship services 

   click HERE to go to the church website archive     

* usually available within 24 hours of live broadcast  

 

 

or see website for details of all other material    

  billericaymethodistchurch.org  

 

Sunday 

 4th Oct. 2020 

 10.30am 

    

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/


2 

Music  beforehand—incl. welcome and guidance for worship   

 Welcome and Call to worship -  ‘Come ye thankful people come 

                                                             raise the song of harvest home 

                                                             all is safely gathered in,  

                                                             ere the winter storms begin.’  

We worship together as we say together: 

We are thankful for this opportunity to worship   

Whether we are face to face in church  

or taking part online,  

or reading these words on  a service sheet at home 

We are worshipping together 

as one people under the shadow of your wing 

 

The harvest is gathered in, but the clouds are also gathering 

and dark days may lie ahead as the winter storms begin 

Help us to stay safe, and help us to watch over one another in love 

Till the coming of spring, and the first signs of new life. 

We will worship you, in the sunshine and the rain, 

In spirit and in truth. 

With all that we have and are. Amen 

 

SONG— ‘We plough the fields and scatter’ 

 

We plough the fields and scatter, the good seed on the land, 

but it is fed and watered by God's almighty hand; 

he sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain, 

the breezes and the sunshine and soft refreshing rain. 
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    All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above, 

    then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, for all his love. 

 

He only is the maker of all things near and far; 

he paints the wayside flower, he lights the evening star; 

the winds and waves obey him, by him the birds are fed; 

much more to us his children, he gives our daily bread. 

 

    All good gifts around  us…. 

We thank  thee, then, O Father, for all things bright and good, 

the seed-time and the harvest, our life, our health, our food: 

accept the gifts we offer for all  thy love imparts; 

and what thou most desirest, our humble, thankful hearts. 

    All good gifts around  us….   x2 

 

Bible Reading –  Acts 2:42-47   
 

The believers spent their time in learning from the apostles, taking 

part in the fellowship, and sharing in the fellowship meals and the 

prayers. Many miracles and wonders were being done through the 

apostles, and everyone was filled with awe. All the believers 

continued together in close fellowship and shared their belongings 

with one another. They would sell their property and possessions, 

and distribute the money among all, according to what each one 

needed.   
  

Day after day they met as a group in the Temple, and they had their 

meals together in their homes, eating with glad and humble 

hearts,  praising God, and enjoying the good will of all the people. 

And every day the Lord added to their group those who were being 

saved. 
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Prayers with response  

Loving God, we thank and praise you for your love. 

A gift that we don’t deserve, but is freely given. 

A gift that is life changing.  

 

All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above, 

We thank the Lord, we thank the Lord 

For all his love. 
 

Loving God, we thank and praise you for your love. 

A gift given to us in Jesus, that we might enter into new life. 

A gift offered unconditionally to all,   

 All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above, 

We thank the Lord, we thank the Lord 

For all his love. 
 

Loving God, we thank and praise you for your love. 

A gift given through us to others by the work of your Spirit.  

Help us as we sow the seed, and gather in the harvest of your love.   

 All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above, 

We thank the Lord, we thank the Lord 

For all his love. Amen. 

 

Link  - In what is a long hymn we sing or simply say together—Alleluia  

HYMN - ’All creatures of our God and King’ 

All creatures of our God and King, lift up your voice and with us sing, 
     Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Thou burning sun with golden beam, Thou silver moon with softer gleam, 
     O praise Him, O praise Him -  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Thou rushing wind that art so strong, ye clouds that sail in Heaven along, 
    O praise him, Alleluia. 
Thou rising moon in praise rejoice, ye lights of evening find a voice, 



5 

   O praise Him, O praise Him -  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Thou flowing water, pure and clear, make music for thy Lord to hear, 
    Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Thou fire so masterful and bright, that givest man both warmth and light, 
   O praise Him, O praise Him -  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 
Dear mother earth who day by day, unfoldest blessings on our way, 
    O praise him, Alleluia. 
The flowers and fruit that in thee grow, Let them his glory also show, 
   O praise Him, O praise Him -  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

And all ye men pf tender heart, forgiving others take your part 
   O sing ye, Alleluia. 
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, Praise God and on him cast your care, 
   O praise Him, O praise Him -  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

And thou most kind and gentle death, waiting to hush our latest breath, 
    O praise him, Alleluia. 
Thou leadest home the child of God, and Christ our Lord the way has trod,  
   O praise Him, O praise Him -  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Let all things their Creator bless, and worship Him in humbleness, 
  O praise him, Alleluia. 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, and praise the Spirit, three in one, 
   O praise Him, O praise Him -  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
  

 Reading— Matthew 9:35-38   
 

Jesus went around visiting all the towns and villages. He taught in the 

synagogues, preached the Good News about the Kingdom, and healed 

people with every kind of disease and sickness.  As he saw the crowds, his 

heart was filled with pity for them, because they were worried and 

helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  So he said to his disciples, "The 

harvest is large, but there are few workers to gather it in. Pray to the 

owner of the harvest that he will send out workers to gather in his 

harvest." 

 TALK—see CWEO pastoral letter for 4th October 
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Incl. Leviticus 19:9-10 (NIV) “When you reap the harvest of your land, do not 
reap to the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. Do 
not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. 
Leave them for the poor and the foreigner.  
I am the LORD your God.” 

SONG— ‘Great is thy faithfulness’ 

Great is Thy faithfulness, " O God my Father, 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 

As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 

 

    "Great is Thy faithfulness!" "Great is Thy faithfulness!" 

    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

    All I have needed Thy hand hath provided— 

    "Great is Thy faithfulness," Lord, unto me! 

 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

    "Great is Thy faithfulness!"….  

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

    "Great is Thy faithfulness!"…   x2 
   

Prayer of Intercessions via a video received 

In the video we see Rev Sammy as he kneels beside the crops at the Grace 

Centre in Kenya and says that he is often asked ‘how big is their garden’, but 

thinks the real questions is ‘how big is our God’. He sends his condolence to 

those who have lost loved ones, and then thanks us for our fellowship and the 

invitation to share in our harvest thanksgiving service. 

He then prays:  Our Father in heaven, on this thanksgiving day 
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we bear our hearts to you - thanking you for all that we have done in our lives, 

especially the gift of your Son Jesus  Christ. 

We want to thank you for the harvest of peace and love in our families 

and we thank you for the church members 

who continue to support the mission of the church 

May we be showered with hope, love and comfort,  and walk with us 

as we pray in the name of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit . 

Amen .  

Lords Prayer (traditional version) we say together 
  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

SONG—’O Lord my God’ (How great thou art) 
  

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 

Consider all the works Thy Hand hath made, 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 

Thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed, 

    Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee, 

    How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

    Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee, 

    How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander 

And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees, 

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 

And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze, 

    Then sings my soul,….. 
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And when I think that God his Son not sparing 

Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in 

That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 

He bled and died to take away my sin. 

 Then sings my soul,….. 
 

When Christ shall come, with shouts of acclamation, 

And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration 

And there proclaim, "My God, how great Thou art!" 

    Then sings my soul,….. 

 The song ‘Rescuer’ is played 
 

 

For those  who have  pre registered and are present in the church building there 

will then follow a  Sharing Time and further prayers, led by a local worship 

leader before the Minister leads a Short communion service with the 

breaking and sharing of Bread only. 

 

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to God 

and one another in the words of the Grace. 
  

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,  

The Love of God, 

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all, evermore. Amen.   
 

                

                                                All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934  

 

Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can join together in a 

time of fellowship via Zoom. For those without internet access why not get on the 

phone to someone in similar circumstances to yourself, and encourage and help 

each other as part of your ongoing worship and care of one another.   


