
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Sunday 13th September 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park and Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

The second in our series on ‘Our Calling’, links together, the two seemingly separate 
areas of, Learning and Caring;  but fear not, there is method in this Methodist madness. 
You see Learning, on its own, could be an end in itself, focusing on thought provoking  
questions such as, ‘How many angels can dance on top of a pin head?  Caring too, on its 
own, could be just a thoughtless gut reaction without the necessary logic and rigour to 
make any long-term difference. A sticking plaster response to need, rather than a 
preventative and far reaching solution. Separate from each other they are a noisy gong 
to quote Paul in 1 Cor. 13: 1, but together - a thing of beauty and peace. 

We need ‘to learn, to care’; we study God’s word not to pass an exam, but to learn how 
to be like Jesus, and to care for each other and this world in his way. As we then put 
what we have learnt into practice, and start to care more effectively, we learn things 
that we could never get from a book. It’s a circular pattern of learning more like an 
apprentice learning on the job than a university professor studying in an ivory tower -  
which is good news for those of us who never made it to those dizzy heights. Learning 
and Caring go hand in hand, and we need to engage in both, if we are to grow in faith. 

So I ask; what have you learnt recently from your study of the bible and other material, 
and how has this made you a more caring person?  And what has your experience of 
being cared for and caring for others taught you about yourself and about God? And 
how have you passed on what you have received to others, for it is when we learn how 
to effectively share what we have learnt with others, that we understand fully what it is 
that we actually believe.  Three questions to think about but also to act upon in the 
coming days, for it is only when we dare to care, and are humble enough to be cared 
for by others that we understand fully the power of God’s love and the strength that 
lies in our weakness and the ‘cloud of unknowing’.  

David  

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the coming week please contact Pam Cottrell 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

God of yesterday, we thank you for the rich heritage of our faith in 

writing, music and architecture and in the examples set by those who 

have followed you down the centuries.  God of today, we praise you 

that we meet you in our daily lives, in worship and through the 

kindness of others, in the ordinary and extraordinary.  God of 

tomorrow, we thank you that you will be with us as we journey 

onwards.  Help us to trust you and to turn to you in faith, for you will travel with us 

every step of the way. Amen                            Catherine James, local preacher, Derby Circuit 

Methodist Prayer Handbook I have ordered a quantity of the 20/21 

Methodist Prayer Handbooks.  With p&p these work out at £4.50 each. I 

only have a limited number, so be quick if you would like a copy!  Pam 

Cottrell  

A video clip was missed out from last Sunday's worship giving some examples of 

unusual patterns of worship - if you are able, you can find this clip on 34:12 of the 

EDITED version online, and those with smart TV’s can also now access online worship by 

selecting YouTube and typing in ‘Billericay Methodist Church’ on the search feature. 

The prayer below, based on Psalm 137:4 and well known hymns and songs is the one 

used last week to round off that section of the worship. Look out for further clips/

questions on Learning and Caring in this week's worship. 

How shall we sing your praise in this strange land? 

How shall we offer our thanks? 

How shall we feel our hearts warmed by your presence? 

How shall we shout out loud the glories of your name? 

When our mouths are covered 

and we fear to break the silence 

lest we put ourselves and others in danger. 

We were ‘born in song’ and ‘have always been singing’, 

how shall we now ‘sing a new song in a strange land’? 

Heaven and earth are still full of your glory, 

creation still sings your praises, 

And as for me, my ‘soul will sing your praise unending’. 

Together we will, somehow, ‘keep on singing’ , 

with ‘10,000 reasons’ now, to sing ’like never before’ 

as hearts if not voices are still raised above. 

We shall not in the desert stray, 

but find that providential way, 

to worship you afresh this day 

in spirit and in truth. 

As we receive, in answer to this prayer, 

the means to reach the end 

which is the glory of the Lord. Amen. 
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Ways you can help out 

Encouragement 

 

Do you have a smartphone?   Would you be happy to video yourself 

doing a reading for our online worship?  It would be great to have as 

many people as possible involved in leading this time together.  If so, 

please contact either David or Ann B for further details.  It’s a very 

simple process.   

If you would like to do a reading but don’t have the means to record yourself 

please let us know and it might be possible to arrange for someone else to record 

you - within socially distanced guidelines of course! 

 

Could you host a Sunday Zoom fellowship?   

Ideally this is best done by someone with a subscription 

to allow for more than a 40 min session.  If so please get 

in touch with Maggie K who is putting together a rota.   

As we plan for a return to ‘gathered’ worship we must have the 

number of helpers in place on each occasion to ensure our 

compliance with the necessary guidelines and the risk assessments 

that are required to ensure a safe environment.  If you feel able to 

attend church services - and are physically able to help out in any way 

- please contact either Lyn Bowditch or David Rogers for more details 

about what you could do.   Thank you to those who have already offered to be part 

of a rota. 

Probe Your Doubts 

There are two way to slide easily through life: 

to believe everything or to doubt everything; 

both ways save us from thinking.      

Alfred Korzybski  (1879 – 1950)  
It was great to see that Songs of 

Praise last Sunday (catch-up on I-

player) was based in Cornwall and 

was also focussing on how to 

worship in different ways.  Panic 

not!  Surfing ability is not essential. 

However the program  may provide 

some additional ‘food for thought’ 

as we continue to consider the 

questions raised in our own worship 

last week.  Your responses are 

important, and can be given via 

email, phone or postcard to the 

manse. 
Next weeks program comes from 

Plymouth and celebrates Mayflower 

400. 

Have you heard about ODDBOX -  it’s a way 

of buying food direct from the growers that is  

not accepted by the supermarkets and would 

otherwise go to landfill. If you enjoy your fruit 

and veg , are concerned about the amount of 

food that goes to waste each year, and the 

environmental effect it 

has for all, you may like to 

check this out.  We took 

our first delivery last week 

and were delighted with it.                    
                                   Ann B  

https://www.oddbox.co.uk/home-box


 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 18th September 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

 

 

ONLINE WORSHIP, Sunday at 10.30am can be accessed via YouTube by searching 

for ‘Billericay Methodist Church’ or by following the Friday email link. 
 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links for access to a variety of worship 

resources and our own worship material archive. 
 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is possible.  

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Notices 

Student sponsorship update. We have heard from our contacts 

in Kenya that students will not be returning to schools or 

colleges this academic year (which ends December). However, 

the Kenyan government is asking many with parental 

responsibility to pay for extra home tuition packs. We would like to support our 

students in this way, so that they don't miss out on vital education. We have lost 

several of our regular sponsors recently, so if you feel able to help our students with 

either a regular or an occasional gift at this difficult time, that would be wonderful. 

We have received a lovely letter from Stellar- one of our university students. Please 

ask if you'd like it emailed to you. 

Please get in touch with Pam C., Geraldine, Maggie K., Heather or Lorraine (Church 

Treasurer) for more information re sponsorship 

mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
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https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
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