
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Sunday 20th September 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

The third in our series on ‘Our Calling’,  follows on quite naturally from last week’s theme 
of ‘Learning and Caring’, as when we learn to care, both from our experience and that of 
others, we discover the underlying issues that also need to be addressed. This is the 
foundation for ‘Serving Others’ both as ‘a neighbour to all’ and ‘challenging injustice’. All 
of which links in to last year’s theme of ‘Love in Action’ where, until we were so rudely 
interrupted by Covid 19, we were seeking to express our love for God, our neighbour and 
ourselves in very practical ways.   

Our bible readings linked to this theme all remind us that this may be a thankless task. 
The story of Jesus and the ten lepers is not only about Jesus crossing social boundaries to 
care for others as never before, but also about only one of those healed, bothering to 
come back and say thank you. 

But, says Jesus, elsewhere,  we shouldn’t expect to be thanked, in case we start serving 
others for our own glory. So serve others in private and God will reward you in private. 
And finally, says Jesus, in all of this you are after all simply responding in love, to God first 
loving you – you received that love and forgiveness without paying for it - so give back to 
others without expecting anything in return. A sentiment captured so memorably in the 
prayer of St Francis,  which is best known through the song, ‘Make me  channel of your 
peace’, in which we pray that it is in the giving that we receive, in being a blessing that 
we are blessed and not in the public acknowledgement by others of the good that we 
have done. ‘God only knows’, to quote the Beachboys and that’s the way it’s perhaps 
meant to be. 

So as we worship together, we learn and care together, and we than serve others as 
never before; all of which is the basis for then being able to share the good news of Jesus 
with words that have integrity and power; but more about that next time. In the 
meantime,  we serve others ‘as never before’, without making a song and dance about it.   

David 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Pastoral 

Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Creator God, we know that the world is not ours, and yet we behave as 

if it is.  We know that we have too often exploited the earth’s resources 

when it is our responsibility to care for them and use them wisely.  We 

know that too few of us hold on to too many resources when it is vital 

that we share them fairly and justly.  Guide our thoughts and decisions, 

so that we may act for the good of your creation and for the wellbeing 

of all creatures and live in anticipation of your coming kingdom. Amen 
Clive March, Vice-President, British Methodist Conference 2019-2020 

If you did not see David Attenborough’s latest program 

’Extinction: The Facts’  (available on I-player)  it is something that I 

would urge you to watch, and to allow it to inform your prayers 

as we concentrate on our theme this week of How2B good 

neighbours and to challenge injustice of any kind.           Ann B                                                

Audrey Taylor would like to say thank you for all the gifts, cards and good wishes 

she received in celebration of her 90th birthday.  She has had a lovely day albeit 

with limited visits in these uncertain times from her family of three children, seven 

grandchildren and  seven great grandchildren who helped her celebrate this 

socially distant special occasion!   

Teach me my God and King, in all things thee to see, 

and what I do in anything to do it as for thee. 

Loving God, teach us to care ‘as never before’, 

to care for those, whom we have ‘passed by on the other side’, 

to care in ways that will be more than a temporary sticking plaster. 

And help us to care for one another as we offer mutual support 

in our world wide task of caring, for the hungry and despairing. 

And as we care, help us to learn - the power of your love. Amen. 
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Encouragement 

Notices 

We Are Survivors -  (For those born before 1940) 

We were born before television, before penicillin, 

polio shots, frozen foods, Xerox, contact lenses, 

videos and the pill. We were born before radar, 

credit cards, split atoms, laser beams and ball-

point pens, before dishwashers, tumble driers, 

electric blankets, air conditioners, drip-dry 

clothes…and before man walked on the moon. 

We got married first and then lived together  

(how quaint can you be?) We thought “fast food” 

was what you ate in Lent, a “Big Mac” was an 

oversized raincoat and “crumpet” we had for tea. 

We existed before house-husbands, computer 

dating and “sheltered accommodation” was 

where you waited for a bus. 

In our day, cigarette smoking was “fashionable”, 

”grass” was mown, ”coke” was kept in the coal 

house, a “joint” was a piece of meat you ate on 

Sundays and “pot” was something you cooked 

in. “Rock music” was a fond mother’s lullaby 

“Eldorado” was an ice cream, a “gay person” was 

the life and soul of the party, while “aids” just 

meant beauty treatment or help for someone in 

trouble. 

We who were born before 1940 must be a hardy 

bunch when you think of the way in which the 

world has changed and the adjustments we have 

had to make. 

No wonder there is a generation gap today….BUT  

By the grace of God …..we have SURVIVED!!! 

                                                         Brenda B 

Student sponsorship update. We have heard from our contacts in 

Kenya that students will not be returning to schools or colleges 

this academic year (which ends December). However, the Kenyan 

government is asking many with parental responsibility to pay for 

extra home tuition packs. We would like to support our students 

in this way, so that they don't miss out on vital education. We have lost several of 

our regular sponsors recently, so if you feel able to help our students with either a 

regular or an occasional gift at this difficult time, that would be wonderful. 

We have received lovely letters from Stellar and from Lilian (Sammy’s daughter) 

our two university students. Please ask if you'd like it emailed to you. 

Please get in touch with Pam C., Geraldine, Maggie K., Heather or Lorraine (Church 

Treasurer) for more information re sponsorship. 

‘The Salt Path’ by Rayner Winn, a 

best seller about a couple who lost 

everything due to a bad business 

investment has been featured in this 

Saturdays Telegraph Magazine. 

With  no home,  possessions or 

money, and the husband just 

diagnosed with a serious brain 

disease, they ventured out on a 630 

mile walk across the SW coast path 

of Cornwall with many adventures 

along the way, and from there on 

lived a completely different life style. 

Currently living on a Cornish Cider 

Farm (photo) loaned by a fellow 

walker who heard of their plight, 

about to write a sequel, ‘The Wild 

Silence’, with a possible film in the 

offing.  I know some have read the 

book and may be interested in this 

update.                                Mike T 



 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 25th September 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

 

 

ONLINE WORSHIP, Sunday at 10.30am can be accessed via YouTube by searching 

for ‘Billericay Methodist Church’ or by following the Friday email link. 
 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links for access to a variety of worship 

resources and our own worship material archive. 
 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is possible.  

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

A cheerful heart is a good medicine … (Proverbs 17:22) 

 Thanks to Julie C who recently loaned me a little book entitled ‘Bloopers and 

Blessings’.  Here are a couple of gems to get us started  under the heading of  

‘Who needs committees?’ 

The vicar was recovering from an operation and the curate came to visit him.  

“How was the PCC meeting last night?”  

“The good news is that we passed a vote to wish you a speedy recovery and offer 

you this basket of fruit.” 

“And the bad news?” 

“The vote was passed by seven votes to five.” 

* 

God so loved the world that he did not send a committee. 
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