
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Sunday 27th September 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

The fourth and final aspect of ‘Our Calling’ is perhaps the most challenging of all. It takes 
us quite literally, ‘outside’ of our comfort zone; outside the walls of what we sometimes 
say is ’our church’. But the front page of the BMC website includes the phrase, ‘We hope 
that as you explore this website you'll have a sense that it is indeed your church, a church 
you feel part of….’ Because that sense of belonging to each other, and ultimately to God, 
is key to evangelism. 

Our main bible reading is about Philip, one of the early church leaders and evangelists 
being taken away from the crowded city, where he was, by all accounts, well respected, 
loved and successful, and told by God, to go south and stand beside a deserted desert 
road. 

But that is where Philip had to be, for God to bring good news to an Ethiopian official, 
and ultimately to the whole of Africa. Thank God that Philip went there, that we wasn’t 
content to stay preaching to the converted, enjoying the goodwill of the masses ( Acts 
2:42) and sharing in endless fellowship meals. 

The remaining verses in this passage from Acts 8, show how once Philip was ‘where he 
had to be’, he was to quote  1 Peter 3 ready to ‘explain the hope’ that was within in him 
with gentleness and respect, and as with Paul in the city of Athens, to do so with regard 
to the culture that he found himself in and tailoring his message to fit the one wanting to 
know more. He was then, ready to travel with the enquirer at their pace and share with 
them in their words and thought patterns, with the ‘patience that is love’ ( 1 Cor. 13:4). 

That is ‘Our Calling’ too; but first we need to get out, which when we are physically 
locked down, or  intellectually locked in, is not easy.  But there are ways of breaking out 
of the mould, and then we need to learn how to love and to share, with gentleness and 
respect, in culturally appropriate ways, the good news of Jesus. A message that is 
ultimately the only solution to the mess that we are still in. 

David 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Pastoral 

Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Sovereign God, we thank you for all those with the courage to speak out in 

your name, to declare their faith and testify to the new life you have given 

them in Christ.  For their faithful witness, receive our praise. 

We thank you for the Apostles and members of the early Church, sent out 

as your witnesses in a hostile world, enduring hostility, ridicule and 

persecution, yet despite it all, proclaiming the gospel with power. For their 

faithful witness, receive our praise. 

We thank you for those who proclaim the gospel today, not just overseas but here in 

this country, evangelists, preachers and teachers, each, through different ministries, 

calling people to faith, sharing the message of your love.  For their faithful witness, 

receive our praise. 

We thank you for ordinary Christians like us, speaking of your love, testifying to the 

difference you have made to their lives, talking freely of Christ to those around them.  

For their faithful witness, receive our praise. 

Gracious God, give to all who speak for you the words to say and the opportunity to say 

them. Inspire us through their example, so that we may share what you have done for 

us, and, through word and deed, be ambassadors for Christ. In his name we ask it.   

Amen 

 

Diamond Wedding Anniversary.  We send our love and best wishes to Janet and 

John Lee as they celebrate their 60th Wedding Anniversary on October 1st.  We wish 

them every happiness on their special day and hope they have a wonderful time on 

their mini break in Mousehole where they spent their honeymoon. 
 

Congratulations. We send our warmest congratulations to Marguerite and Richard 

Zucker on the birth of their first grandchild- a little boy, James Rory, who was born 

on Friday, 18th September weighing 8lbs 7ozs. We also send our very best wishes to 

their son, Colin and daughter-in-law Hannah on the safe arrival of their son.  Lyn B 

It's a girl! We're delighted to know of the safe arrival on Sunday of Mae Elsie Ann- a 

daughter for Liz and Anton and Granddaughter for Pam C. Congratulations to all! 

Heather A 
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Encouragement 

 

Even the cows "social distance"  

along the Great Western Canal  
                                    Heather A 

Welcome Rev Yemi  

At a socially distanced service at Grays last Sunday (20th 

September) afternoon, led by Rev Marion Cole,  Oluyemisi known 

as Yemi and his wife Mojisola known as Moji, were warmly 

welcomed to the Thurrock section. Rev David Chapman the District 

Chair spoke about the ministry of being a messenger with good 

news to share, a sentinel seeing the wider picture, and an 

unworthy shepherd of the flock, Please pray for them both as they settle into their new 

home, and get to know the four churches in their charge.  

Research has shown that 

showing students pictures 

of ‘cute’ animals before 

their exams helps to 

reduce their stress levels.  
 

This Quokka seems very 

happy to help out! 
 

Delighted to receive your 

thoughts - or your pictures! 

‘The Week’ 

Magazine 

explores the 

implications 

of the rule of 

six! 

Condolences. It was with sadness that we heard of the sudden death of David 

Bagwell's mother, Margaret, who passed away last Wednesday, 16th Sept.  Our 

thoughts are with David, Ann, David’s sister and all the family at this sad and difficult 

time. We pray that they will feel the comfort of God’s love surrounding them.    Lyn B 

It is sad to report that Peter Wright, for many years a devoted member of our church, 

passed away last Friday, 18th Sept. We send our condolences to his wife Elizabeth 

and daughter Amanda.          Alec G 

The Watoto Children’s Choir share 

their love of Jesus with enthusiasm 

and energy!  

Beat of your love is part of this 

week’s all age worship material. 

The new Govt guidelines (22nd Sept) this week do not seem to directly change any of the 

risk assessments that we already have in place for groups already meeting on 

church premises or for our plans for the first 'face to face' worship gathering (with 

communion) on the 4th October at 10.30am at WR. Note that you have to register in 

advance, so please see separate flyer for contact number and there will be further guidance 

in next week's CWEO. 

We note the Gov't statement that we potentially now need to plan for the next six months 

'under restriction', so be assured that we plan to sustain the present pattern of 

CWEO,   hardcopy and online worship every week at 10.30am alongside and overlapping 

with any other forms of worship that may be permitted/possible 'on site'. Thank you to all 

those who are enabling this to happen.  David B.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BURDJ6wdUTE
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Philip-and-the-Ethiopian.pdf


 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 2nd October 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

 

 

ONLINE WORSHIP, Sunday at 10.30am can be accessed via YouTube by searching 

for ‘Billericay Methodist Church’ or by following the Friday email link. 
 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links for access to a variety of worship 

resources and our own worship material archive. 
 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is possible.  

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

A cheerful heart is a good medicine … (Proverbs 17:22) 
Out of the mouths of babes…. 

Two little girls were chatting, “So, why don’t you come to the same Sunday School as 

me?” said the first. “Because I belong to a different abomination,” replied the second. 

At Sunday School Tom had heard the story of how Eve was created out of one of Adam’s 

ribs. Later in the week he didn’t feel at all well….. “I have a pain in my side and I think 

I’m going to have a wife!” 

A Sunday School teacher was describing how Lot’s wife looked back at Sodom and 

immediately turned into a pillar of salt, when one little boy interrupted. “My mummy 

looked back once while she was driving,” he announced,” and she turned into a 

telegraph pole.” 

and the final word goes to Archbishop Desmond Tutu  -  Little children will be very 

important in heaven because they will be the ones asking those extraordinary questions 

which are so profound - ‘But God, who made you?’ 

mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/MethodistBcay
mailto:ann@bagwell.org.uk
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/fun-together-at-home/

