
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Sunday 4th October 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

Little did we know back in March, that come harvest time we would be where we are 
right now, and who knows what lies ahead till the seeds are sown once more; but 
through it all we rely on the’ faithfulness. mercy and love’ of God in ‘summer and winter 
and springtime and harvest’ (StF 51). 

Jesus often used the image of the harvest and the sowing of the seed, to describe the 
coming of the kingdom of God into individual hearts and minds. The harvest is a harvest 
of love, with those living as part of the kingdom of God enjoying the love of Jesus and 
one another ‘as never before’, as the spirit moves within them offering practical support 
and care (Acts 2:45). 

The seed that produces this harvest is also a seed of love; the love of God, scattered 
generously and indiscriminately, in the hope that it may ‘take root and flourish’ in some, 
if not all. And in our reading today we hear that, ‘the harvest is large, but there are few 
workers to gather it in’. ‘Pray to the owner of the harvest that he will send out workers 
to gather in his harvest,‘ says Jesus. 

Who are these workers that we pray to God for? Look no further than in the mirror as 
you pray, for we are all called to share the good news in some way in word and deed; and 
we do so first of all by our lifestyle and then by our growing ability to ‘put into words’ 
that which has become real to us in the ‘process of being saved’ (Acts 2:47). 

To help us in that you have received today your copy of ‘A Methodist Way of Life’, a 
lifestyle document that I pray  will in time help us all , to sow the seeds of love in 
individual hearts and minds, nurture a growing faith through good times and through 
bad, and bring in the harvest of a world transformed and renewed by love. Praise God for 
the harvest, and pray to God as he sends you out this day, as 'yeast in the dough' (Matt. 
13:33) , to raise the spirits of those who are worried and helpless (Matt. 9:36).   

David 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Pastoral 

Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Heavenly Father, to share the good news, your Son, Jesus, climbed 

mountains, wandered through fields and crossed over waters. Help us 

to remember today, as we travel down different roads, that this earth 

remains precious, created in love and graced by your presence; so we 

may tread lightly and discover afresh the way of your kingdom. Amen 
Stephen Wigley, Wales Synod Chair 

Praying with Kenya  We give thanks for the rich variety of life, both plant and animal, 

found in Kenya, from snow-topped mountains to tropical beaches. 

We pray that, as climate change affects the environment, the country’s crops will 

sustain your people as they continue to praise you through droughts and floods, 

through locust plagues and bumper crops. 

We give thanks for all the Church’s work in education and healthcare and ask for 

your blessing on the Maua Methodist Hospital as it develops and responds to new 

challenges.                       Claire Smithson, mission partner, Maua Methodist Hospital Kenya 

 

We continue to pray for Rev Sammy and his family, for his 

ongoing work to support families in great need at Mwakirunge 

dumpsite villages, and all those involved in the Grace Centre and 

Garden Farm projects.  We remember, with thanks, all those 

whose vision and efforts first brought this work into being, and 

for those who faithfully work to continue it now.  We pray that 

they will be inspired, equipped, sustained and encouraged as 

they work to bless others in the name of Jesus. 

Our love and congratulations to Lyn and Peter Bowditch  

on the occasion of their Golden Wedding Anniversary on   

10th October. 
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Encouragement 

"All is (nearly) safely 

gathered in" 

The fields are looking very 

different now the combines 

have done their job.                                                                     

A Red Admiral enjoys 

the autumn sunshine. 
                        Heather A 

In his latest book on  ‘God and the Pandemic’,  theologian Tom Wright considers some 

of the more extreme religious arguments and conspiracy theories  that are being used 

to ‘explain’ why this is happening; he writes that some, ‘offer the dark disturbing picture 

of a god, who deliberately allowed a dangerous virus to escape from a Chinese 

laboratory or market in order that, by killing millions of innocent people God would 

issue a general call to repentance to those who were left and create a stage on which 

some people (the doctors and nurses) could develop and display heroism.  

If that’s your ‘god’, many of our contemporaries would rightly think, don’t expect us to 

want anything to do with him. Instead he says, ‘recognise that God has in fact delegated 

the running of many aspects of his world to human beings,’ (and), ‘has run the risk that 

they will grieve him to his heart… but when this happens he will hold people 

responsible.’ He then links this to the death of Jesus and the differing roles of Pontius 

Pilate and those who handed him over, and concludes by saying that we need proper 

investigation and accountability for whatever ‘caused the virus’ and for the ways in 

which we ‘have or have not dealt wisely in preparing for the pandemic and then 

handling it when it rushed upon us’. 

The final part of the book looks at how we live with this problem and come through it. – 

watch this space – David B 

Now this I say, he who 

sows sparingly shall also 

reap sparingly; and he who 

sows bountifully shall also 

reap bountifully.     
                      2 Corinthians 9:6 

But exactly what kind of seed we sow is crucial. 
 

Do not deceive yourselves; no one makes a fool 

of God.  A person will reap exactly what he 

sows… So  let us not become tired of doing 

good; for if we do not give up, the time will 

come when we will reap the harvest.   
                                                            Galatians 6: 7; 9 

Come, ye thankful people, come! 

 a contemporary version                                

          Matt Beckingham 

 In a recent interview, David Attenborough was 

asked about climate change and how we can play 

our part in fighting against it.  

"If there's one choice to make today, what choice 

would you like people to make?"  

"Don't waste," he replied after a moment's 

reflection. "Don't waste anything. Don't waste 

electricity, don't waste food, don't waste power. 

Just treat the natural world as though it's precious, 

which it is. And don't squander those bits of it that we have control 

of."    His latest book will be an interesting read!              Ann B 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AOwibuy1uV8


 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 9th October 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

 

 

Please check your email for details and the link to THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP 
 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links for access to a variety of worship 

resources and our own worship material archive. 
 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is 

possible.  

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

A cheerful heart is a good medicine … (Proverbs 17:22) 

Harvest notice ‘bloopers’ 

‘During our opening harvest hymn, food, fruit and gifts of children can be laid on the 

altar.’ 

‘Our harvest supper includes fine dining, super entertainment, and gracious hostility’ 

‘Friday night. Bring and share meal. Prayer and Medication to follow’ 

mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/MethodistBcay
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https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/fun-together-at-home/

