
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Sunday 6th September 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

There’s a saying from a bygone age, ‘Don’t throw the baby out with the bathwater’, that 
invites us to distinguish between that which is central (the care of the baby), and that 
which is disposable or has served its purpose (the bathwater), so that in ditching one we 
don’t lose the other.  

As we consider ‘How2Be’ church in new ways, we need to distinguish between that 
which is central to our ‘being church’ and that which is not. Some of what we do is rooted 
in habits and patterns of behaviour that were already long past their ‘sell by date’, but  
which we have stuck with for a variety of reasons, not least the need to cling to 
something that is comforting and familiar in the midst of all the frighteningly unfamiliar. 
But we need to cling not to things, but to the living God, and to worship the one who 
promises not to take us backwards but to lead us forward. 

What that means in term of our pattern of worship going forward is where we begin our 
exploration today, with  a particular issue for us perhaps, in terms of the role of 
congregational singing. The people called Methodist may have been ‘Born in Song’ to 
quote a well known hymn,  but how do we survive and thrive with worship that currently 
has no congregational singing and many still separated from each other. 

To begin to answer those questions I put the phrase ‘the baby and bathwater’ alongside 
two bible passages from the gospels. The first is the story of the birth of Jesus in Luke 2 
where we read that God with us is born as a baby and laid in a manger wrapped in 
swaddling clothes. The second is that of the wedding at Cana in John 2. where Jesus 
turned the stale water (used for religious rituals) into the glorious wine (of the gospel) - 
‘You have kept the best till now,’ says the steward in verse 10. 

I believe that the best is yet to be, but only if we hold fast to the baby, who is God with 
us,  and are prepared to let go of the bathwater, that has served its purpose, but now 
needs to be put to one side. 

David 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, Barbara Kite, Bob and 

Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Loving God you constantly call us ‘to serve the present age’, and be the 

people we need to be to build your kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. 

In an age that has changed in ways we never imagined possible, we 

ask for your guidance, and help. We will be tempted ‘as never before’ 

to go back to things as they were before. Instead where we need to 

venture forward in faith give us the courage and trust in you that we 

need, to continue to do things ‘as never before’ - So may we serve you and reach 

out to others in new and exciting ways. To the glory of your name. Amen. 

Please pray for  all children and teachers who are returning to school at this time, 

and for those who will be joining reception classes.  We also remember our pre-

school children, parents and staff, as they begin a new year. We ask God’s blessing 

on all the arrangements that are in place to enable a happy and enjoyable, yet 

safe, environment for all. 

We saw this prayer posted on a Church gate whilst on holiday and thought the Church 

family may appreciate the words:    David and Gill R 

Lord as I put on my mask, let it be a filter for my words to pass through as well as my 

breathing.  

Let through only those words which are helpful breathings of love and stop those 

things in my speech that are harmful to others.   

Protect me also, oh Lord, from harmful things others may say to me.   

Help me to realise that I may be a carrier of bitterness, thoughtlessness, judgement 

and prejudice without realising, and that some people are more word vulnerable than 

others.  

Give me grace to love those who cannot or will not filter to protect others and special 

grace to them, because they go through the world unprotected.  

Help me to be prepared to adapt and be brave and transparent so that all may have 

chance to hear.  

Lord, be a mask to my mouth and pin my ears forward for listening.        Amen   

(A masking prayer by Rev C Beckett) 
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Pastoral 

Welcome!  The Rev. Oluyemisi Jaiyesimi -known as Yemi- began his Ministry in the 

Thurrock section of our circuit on September 1st. Our prayers are with Yemi & his 

wife, Moji, as they settle into their new home & Ministry. 

New Home! Jean Jennings has now moved permanently to "Leonard Lodge" in 

Hutton.  We wish her every blessing as she settles into her new home & hope she 

will be very happy there. 

From “Beeton’s Housewife’s Treasury of Domestic Information” (1883?)  
 

Why was Ruth very rude to Boaz? Because she pulled his ears and trod on his corn.  
 

In what tongue did Balaam’s donkey speak? Probably in He-bray-ic.  
 

How do we know Moses wore a wig? Because he was sometimes seen with Aaron 

and sometimes without ‘air on . 
 

When did Moses sleep five in a bed? When he slept with his forefathers.  
 

Why was the first day of Adam’s life the longest? Because it had no Eve.  

                                                                                                                              Ron McD 

Encouragement 

To all Keyholders at Western Road, Queens Park & Herongate. 

Please be aware that access to our buildings is still restricted to 

those people who have completed Risk Assessments and had them 

approved by the Property Committee.  

If you require access to any of our buildings , please contact David 

Rogers. This is to ensure that we all follow the current Government and Methodist 

Church COVID guidelines.  

We will be installing sanitising stations and cleaning procedures to enable access in 

the future, so please watch this space.  

If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me.    

David Rogers,  Property Chair.   

Kenya Partnership update. We have received a newsletter & photos 

from Rev. Sammy, detailing his recent work at the Grace Centre & 

Mwakirunge Dumpsite. This is available on the Kenya page of the 

BMC website.  

Student Sponsorship. It is unlikely that the Kenyan students (who we support) will 

return to school or college this academic year- which finishes in December. It is 

possible that parents will be required to pay additional tuition fees, so when we 

have more information, we hope to be able to help them financially. 

We have received a lovely email letter from Jeremy- Sammy's orphan nephew. 

Please ask if you'd like to read it.            Geraldine, Pam, Maggie & Heather 

Notices 



 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 11th September 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

 

 

Please check your email for details and the link to THIS WEEK’S WORSHIP 
 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links for access to a variety of worship 

resources and our own worship material archive. 
 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is 

possible.  

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Encouragement - continued 

Good wishes from Ilkley to our church family in Billericay. 

We wanted to tell you that you are always in our daily prayers and think of you often. 

We still receive prayer chain messages which bring those needs to mind and link us 

with you continually. In these difficult times we hope you are all able to feel the love 

of God at work in the virtual, if not physical, presence of Church members through 

YouTube and other digital means. We are involved here at Christchurch in Zoom 

services as well as YouTube messages and while they are a challenge to prepare we 

can all say how blessed we are to have so many means of contact at hand. 

We have so many happy memories of our lives with you all in Billericay over the 

almost 40 years of it being our home so we do not forget you. You are part of us! 

May God protect you as you walk with Jesus in the power of the Spirit’s love to 

continue to bear witness to Him within the Church family and Town. 

                                                                                                          Christine and Philip G  

mailto:david@bagwell.org.uk
mailto:bmccc@hotmail.com
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericayMethodistChurch/
https://twitter.com/MethodistBcay
mailto:ann@bagwell.org.uk
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worshipping-together-at-home/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/worship-material-archive/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/learning-together-about-jesus/
https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/fun-together-at-home/

