
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Sunday 11th October 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

God is Lord of all time and space. God is spirit and as such exists outside of  our 
limitations of time and space, able to simultaneously be with us, and to join us 
together in worship; whether we are gathering in a church, as some of us were last 
week, or online - in this country or overseas, or in our homes with a written copy of 
the worship material. And  God is also with us in all time, holding our past, our present 
and our future, safe and secure in the love that is eternal. In life and in death, God is 
with us. 

And so in our ongoing harvest celebrations we consider how God is Lord of the harvest 
in all time; preparing us for what lies ahead, equipping us with the harvest that we will 
need in the months and years to come.  That is what the story of Joseph is all about - 
Make  time to read the whole story at some point; starting with the arrogance of a 
teenager in Genesis 37, to his false arrest, prison life and rise to power in Egypt in 
Chapters 39-41, and then continue with the world wide famine, and family 
reconciliation in Chapters 42-45. The story, and the book of Genesis itself, then ends 
with the death of his father Jacob, and Joseph saying to his brothers, ‘ You plotted evil 
against me, but God turned it into good, in order to preserve the lives of many people 
who are alive today because of what happened.’ (Gen 50:20) 

Who knows what the future will bring as we head towards Christmas and into the New 
Year. Who knows what other pandemics, catastrophes and famines are still to come. 
But God knows, for God is Lord of all time and Lord of the harvest; even now preparing 
us, and our political leaders, for what lies ahead if only we will stop and listen, and 
hear his word in and through the living Lord Jesus. So pray to the Lord of Harvest for 
the insights that we urgently need, for the love that is lacking; knowing that God can 
even use the mistakes that we have already made and turn them into something good. 
Praise God for the harvest that is to come. 

David 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey and Denis Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, 

Barbara Kite, Bob and Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

A prayer for October  Loving God, your generous love surrounds us 

offering us more than we deserve;  giving us more than we can ever 

imagine;  reaching out, before we even begin to respond.  Help us in 

the coming days having gained ‘all we can’, to save ‘all we can’, 

so that we can then give ‘all we can’ to see your kingdom come. 

And in all that we do and are help us to be joyfully generous. Amen. 

Lord Jesus Christ 

Inspire and enable us to speak for you when the opportunity arises, not to fail in our 

responsibilities or rely on others to do what we should do ourselves, but to tell 

gladly and honestly what you mean to us and what you have done in our lives.  You 

have given us good news: teach us how to share it. 

 

Show us those times when it is right to speak out, when the soil is ready to receive 

the seed of your word and bear harvest. But teach us also when it is necessary to 

let go, to recognise that we have done our best and must leave things in your 

hands.  You have given us good news: teach us how to share it. 

 

And teach us also that words are never enough, that it is the quality of our caring, 

the sincerity of our love and the genuineness of our actions which will finally speak 

the loudest. Grant that, like you, what we say will be 

matched by what we do, and what we believe be shown in 

who we are.  You have given us good news: teach us how 

to share it. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have touched our lives, you have 

brought us joy, you have given us life in all its fullness, 

and we want to share with others the blessing we have 

received.  Inspire us through your love, equip us through 

your Spirit, and send us out to make you known.  You 

have given us good news: teach us how to share it. 
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Encouragement 

Book review continued – a Christian response to the pandemic 

In the final pages of his recent book ‘God and the Pandemic ‘ – see 

CWEO (Date) Tom Wright describes the events of the first  Easter in 

terms of tears, locked doors and doubt, and then applies that to 

where we are now -  ‘tears in plenty of course; so many lives cut 

short. Locked doors; well precisely’ and that fear that, ’every stranger 

in the street might without knowing it, give me a sickness which could kill me within a 

week…and I might give it to them - so lockdown’ and he concludes - ‘like a weed 

growing between the weeping and the lockdown, there is doubt: what’s this all about? Is 

there any room left for faith, for hope?’ Questions that we need to answer ‘not just 

verbally but symbolically’. 

He then highlights the important role that Christians have always played during a time 

of plague…  putting their lives on the line as the (only) ones who would stay and nurse 

people and how this was a significant factor in the spread of the faith. But he then 

highlights the need to not become part of the transmission and make things worse.    

He concludes with a look at the opening up of church buildings as a ‘bridgehead into the 

world’ saying that whilst God and worship is not confined to church buildings, and that 

in online worship many have been to church for the first time, there are dangers in e-

worship becoming p-worship, and by that he means the personal platonic vision of the 

‘flight of the alone to the alone’ without the corporate experience of God and each 

other. He ends by speaking of the Babylonian exile, (Psalm 137), and he also quotes 

Psalm 72 as a wonderful list of priorities for the new normal, balanced by the cold 

reality of Psalm 73. If we are to move forward we need to be proactive he says and like 

Joseph in Egypt we need to plan for the future as never before.      

Birthday Congratulations.  We send our love and best wishes to Yvonne Pasola as she 

celebrates a very special Birthday on October 17th.  Happy Birthday Yvonne, we will be 

thinking of you and hope you enjoy all your birthday celebrations.    

 

John & Janet Lee - Many thanks for your best wishes, flowers and cards which we received 

for our Diamond Wedding from the Church and our valued friends in Billericay.  We managed 

to have 'six max' celebrations and enjoyed the day and the weekend.  Blessings to you all.  

 

A big thank you to all who made it possible for the worship to take place at WR last Sunday. 

We may have had to battle through the wind and rain to get there but it was worth it to share 

in gathered fellowship after 6 months absence.   Ann N 

We have recently sent a donation to Rev. Sammy Kagwi on your 

behalf for the Grace Community Centre and farm project. In 

acknowledgement, Sammy has told us he has been able to purchase 

the following- 

 "poultry eggs  Incubator with accessories that will be used to store and incubate 

exotic eggs for hatching, hairdressing equipment in readiness to introduce 

hairdressing as a life skill training to many young girls out of school. This is a new 

training component at grace centre and it will be very popular with young girls who 

can not join colleges.  At the garden farm, we have bought bio farm bags that can 

hold at least 100 plants per bag. Mungu awabariki" (God bless you all). 



 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 16th October 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

 

 

Link to THIS WEEK’S ONLINE WORSHIP 
 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links for access to a variety of worship 

resources and our own worship material archive. 
 

We will continue to print and deliver hard copies of service sheets, 

when available, for those who have no internet access as long as this is 

possible.  

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

A cheerful heart is a good medicine … (Proverbs 17:22) 

This hourglass next to 

the pulpit must really 

concentrate the 

preacher’s mind! 
                          Maggie K 

Time for the Sermon ….. 
 

A preacher once started his sermon with the words, “I have so 

much to say I don’t know where to begin.”  A little boy piped 

up, “Could you start somewhere near the end?” 
 

If all the people who fell asleep during sermons were laid out 

end to end …. They would be a lot more comfortable! 
 

Remember, to make a speech immortal you don’t have to 

make it everlasting! 

 

and  a thought provoking quote from Francis of Assisi, 

‘The deeds you do today may be the only sermon some people 

will hear today.’ 
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