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 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Sunday 18th October 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends,  

We are citizens of two Kingdoms; one here on earth and one eternal; God’s Kingdom. I 

find there is in my life much tension and friction between the two and the values of our 

world can become overpowering at times. In Psalm 96 we recognise and worship how 

great God is and how “he is to be feared above all gods , the gods of other nations are 

mere idols” (v4-5)  and “He is coming to judge the earth , judge the world with justice 

and the nations with  his truth.” (v13) In our gospel reading from Matthew we see that 

clash between the earthly temporal powers (the Pharisees, Herod and Caesar) and God’s 

eternal power (Jesus). A clash of two kingdoms as the Pharisees try (and fail) to trick 

Jesus into a trap about allegiance and ultimate authority with regard to the then all 

powerful Caesar and the Roman Empire.  Jesus is very clear that we have obligations in 

this world, but we also give to God what belongs to God. The roman tribute coin with 

Caesar’s image on it with the inscription “Caesar Augustus Tiberius, son of the divine 

Augustus” has long gone and so too have empires, Caesars, Emperors, Kings, Queens 

and Presidents. When facing Pilate Jesus says that his Kingdom “is not of this 

world” (John 18: 36) - so God’s Kingdom is clearly different, set apart from this earth. 

Sometimes we may find somewhere, a “thin place” in this world where heaven and 

earth seem closer and the sacred easier to discern. When we pray, we pray for “thy 

Kingdom come” – not my kingdom, or yours – but God’s. We seek God in all things, seek 

time to be with him, to listen, rest and talk, to seek his will, not ours. We reflect that 

Jesus was in the world but not of this world. We remember the greatest commandment 

to “love God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” (Matthew 

22:37) so we give our very being, our mind heart and souls – to love God with our 

complete self. What the world values will eventually spoil and fade away, but we are 

promised through our faith in Jesus Christ “an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 

fade” (1 Peter 1:4) and that God’s Kingdom will come.  

Rachel 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey and Denis Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, 

Barbara Kite, Bob and Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble.  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Heavenly Father, we pray for those in our Parliament, both 

government and opposition.  In all their decisions give them a proper 

sense of the responsibility entrusted to them, and grant that they may 

work not for themselves but for the good of all. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  Amen 

Notes on a  (Zoom) Church Council held on Weds 7th October at 7.30pm   

The Meeting opened with prayer and received encouraging feedback on the first 

service on 4th October at WR, despite the many technical, weather related and 

other difficulties encountered by the 25 who attended - All the feedback will be fed 

into a revised risk assessment and fresh planning for the next face to face services 

on the 1st Nov. at both sites.   Though the forms of worship are steadily evolving, 

the original underlying principal remains of ‘offering material every week to 

everyone’, to connect with each other (CWEO) and with God. The Circuit Meeting 

approved the revised job description and funding for the proposed half time Church 

Administrator, and with an agreed revised person spec and advert, a committee is 

being formed to oversee the advertising, shortlisting and interviewing for this post 

in the coming months. Updates were given on the property projects, with the 

servery at WR now not likely to begin before Christmas and an urgent need to 

move on the new projectors on both sites The meeting heard via District Synod, 

about Hybrid Church, Digital Church Planting and A Methodist Way of life. There 

will be four zoom meetings on Sunday afternoons in Nov to discuss aspects of Our 

Calling as we continue to work on the church’s theme of How2Be church. We noted 

the new resources for families and children that are now on our website and 

considered ideas for online gatherings and outreach over Christmas including a 

possible Messy Church Christingle, and an ecumenical scheme to deliver Christmas 

dinners. Finally we agreed to enter the Big Quiz on line in some way on the 

14th Nov. The meeting closed with prayer.                                    David B   (8.10.20) 

Notices 
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Encouragement 

Click and Chatter at Herongate have now resumed meeting inside 

and, as you can see, are observing all social distancing protocols.  

To celebrate their first session inside since March they assembled a 

display of blankets and garments that have since been sent off to 

Christian Hope.  The group would be very grateful for donations of 

any wool that you may have and no longer need, so please could 

you contact Julie C with any offers.   Many thanks. 

I weave a silence on to my lips 

I weave a silence into my mind 

I weave a silence within my heart 

I close my ears to distractions 

I close my eyes to attractions 

I close my heart to temptations. 

 

Calm me, O Lord, as You stilled the storm 

Still me, O Lord, keep me from harm 

Let all the tumult within me cease 

Enfold me, Lord, in Your peace. 
                                                          David Adam  Rachel 

If we practised silence a little bit more, then when we did speak 

we’d have something to say.        John Skinner 

For many years as part of our harvest celebration at Herongate we have 

collected contributions for the Zimbabwe Victims support fund. Their 

need is very great, many dying of starvation. Their requirements are 

basic, Soya chunks, mealie meal, cooking oil, soap, salt & bleach. Due to 

the current restrictions we have been unable to meet for harvest as usual 

but invite those who would still like to support this very small charity to send their 

contributions direct to Lorraine by BACs to the Herongate account marked 

‘Zimbabwe’ or by cheque made out to St. Andrew’s Methodist church & sent to 

Lorraine Harris. Thank you, any donation will make such a difference to those still 

suffering but who rarely make news headlines.    Julie and Bob C 

How2Be Church? – that is the question 

How2Be Church in terms of ‘Worshipping together’, ‘Learning and Caring’, ‘Serving’ 

and ‘Evangelising’,  ‘as never before’? 

To share in this exploration - send in your answers to the 10 questions previously 

asked in each of the September Preaching Series 

or the 3 on each aspect in ‘A Methodist Way of Life’  

or join in online on Sunday 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th November respectively  from 

3pm- 4pm via zoom –  Book the date now with zoom links to follow on Friday 

emails -   It’s time to plan together for the future - David B 

http://www.zimbabwevictimssupportfund.org


 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 23rd October 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

 

 

Link to This Week’s ONLINE Worship 

Next gathered worship on Sunday 1st November 2020: 

Western Road at 10.30am - led by Mark Smith 

Queens Park at 10.30am - led by Roger Davison and David Bagwell 
 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links for access to a variety of worship resources and 

our own worship material archive. 

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Encouragement 

Return now to the world,  

    for Christ is there,  

waiting to meet you and greet you. 

Go Back,  

    with eyes open to see him,  

    ears open to hear him,  

    a mind open to receive him,  

    and a heart open to serve him,  

    for his name’s sake. 

Amen 

from Prayers for all Seasons - Nick Fawcett 
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