
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Sunday 1st November 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

This week we begin a three-week series on different aspects of remembering. It’s that 

time of year - whether we are remembering the gunpowder plot on the 5th November; 

the fallen of two world wars and many other conflicts on the 8th/11th November; or 

looking back on all that has taken place in what will always be remembered as a very 

strange and unusual year. 

To remember is literally to re-member, to put back into ‘one body of understanding’ the 

diverse members of our past memories. And that constant re-creation of our selves, 

under the guidance and love of the Spirit, is part of a healthy approach to life; but can 

also go wrong if we forget key elements or remember too much. 

Today we read the story of two on the road to Emmaus, on the evening of that first 

Easter Day. Despite the rumours they cannot get out of their minds the trauma they have 

experienced. They are so focused on the horrors of the crucifixion, that they cannot think 

about the beauty of their time spent with the one who has died. In our remembering of 

those who have died, we need to Remember Life; to bring to mind and focus on all the 

good that stands alongside the natural sadness and grief of losing one we love. 

That is what a good eulogy does in a funeral service as we stand beside symbols of the 

sad reality of death and are reminded of all the good things that God has done and will 

do,  in and through the life and memory of the one we mourn.   

That is what the risen Jesus is doing as he joins the two walking sadly away. He brings 

alive, not only the  word of God in the scriptures, but also the Word made flesh. And 

once they recognise Jesus in the breaking of the bread and remember him as he was and 

is, they are filled with new hope, and cannot wait to run back to their friends and remind 

them of what may have been forgotten. The story then ends with the peace, that God 

alone can bring, descending on them all. (Luke 24:36) – May that be our experience too 

whatever the future holds.             David 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey and Denis Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, 

Barbara Kite, Bob and Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble, Yve Verrier.  
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Heavenly Father, may your spirit bring to mind right now, those things 

we need to remember. All those good things, that come from your 

love and that we take for granted. All those things which need your 

forgiveness and healing if only we would remember to ask for your 

help. Help us to remember the sacrifice of others for our sake and 

most of all may we never forget the unconditional sacrificial love of 

Jesus. In his name we pray – Amen. 

Notices 

Gathered worship at Western Road on Sunday 8th November. 

Currently we are still able to gather for worship in limited numbers, maintaining 

social distancing between households.  If you would like to attend worship next 

week at Western Road please register with Gill R (please leave a message on 

answerphone if necessary), giving the full names of ALL those intending to come, 

together with your contact number.  Please ring no earlier than Monday 2nd Nov 

and no later than 6.00pm on Friday 6th Nov. This will enable us to fulfil track and 

trace requirements and also make sure that we do not exceed available spaces.   

You will only be contacted if there is insufficient space for you to attend. Thank you. 
 

An important reminder about attending worship in church 

The circuit have asked us to stress ‘ In order to ensure the safety of everyone 

present, no one should come to church, or be in church this morning, if they feel 

unwell with any respiratory infection, have symptoms of Covid-19, or are awaiting 

results of a test for Covid 19’. 

As increasing numbers of people across the country are testing positive for 

coronavirus please pray for those who are already, or will become, unwell as a 

result, those who will care for them in hospital, and support them during their time 

of isolation at home.  Please remember also those whose livelihoods are again 

under threat because of increased restrictions. 
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Encouragement 

Circuit news 

Please remember the Circuit Leadership team, especially the 

invitations committee, as they are currently involved in the 

stationing process to find a Superintendent Minister for our circuit 

from September 2021, when Marion will be retiring.  

Always a stressful time, coronavirus restrictions will make this even 

more complicated this year, so please pray for all Circuits, Ministers, and Chairs of 

District as they navigate the ‘matching’ process, and any subsequent ‘visits’. 

We thought that everything was lost and gone, 

Disaster on disaster overtook us 

The night we left our Jesus all alone 

And we were scattered, and our faith forsook us. 

But oh that foul Friday proved far worse, 

For we had hoped that he had been the one, 

Till crucifixion proved he was a curse, 

And on the cross our hopes were all undone. 

Oh foolish foolish heart why 

do you grieve? 

Here is good news and 

comfort to your soul: 

Open your mind to scripture 

and believe 

He bore the curse for you to make you whole 

The living God was numbered with the dead 

That He might bring you Life in broken bread. 
Malcolm Guite 

I send my thanks to all my dear 

church friends who sent cards, 

flowers and good wishes on my 

90th birthday. Sadly, I could not 

see all my family, but we look 

forward to better times.                       

                                        Yvonne P  
 

Congratulations! We are delighted 

to hear that our friend Rev. 

Sammy Kagwi (in Kenya) has 

been awarded an upper 2nd class 

BA honours degree in theology. 

Sammy has had so many other 

responsibilities during the last 2 

years., so this is excellent news. 

Well done Sammy! 

Kenya Partnership  -  Student sponsorship. 

In common with many countries worldwide, "our" students have had no 

formal education since March. Most schools & colleges are due to return 

in November, so we'd like to give you an update on how we've been 

helping and will continue to do so. 

With your support, we've sent money for Jeremy (Sammy's orphaned nephew) to access 

e-learning via a library. We've paid for Nehemiah-also an orphan- to have some private 

tuition during September & October. 

We have just sent funds to Rev. Charles Makonde which he will use for college fees for 

Robert & William, school fees for William's brother James (they are both orphans too) 

and for Vincencina (her parents are subsistence farmers).  

Through Rev. Eunice Indangesi, we are sending school fees for Nehemiah, Mary & 

Ponsiana (who has a disability).  

Finally, we'll be sending money to Stephen Arome- a member at Wesley Methodist 

church Mombasa- as a new sponsorship for Millicent. Her widowed Mum has lost her 

business due to the pandemic and we're sending a small donation to help her restart 

that too. 

Your gifts & sponsorship are giving some young people a very important start in life- we 

hope you will agree? Thank you. Maggie, Pam, Geraldine & Heather. (Ably supported by 

our treasurer Lorraine).  



 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 6th November 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

 

 

Link to This Week’s ONLINE Worship 

Next gathered worship on Sunday 8th November 2020: 

Western Road at 10.30am - led by Ian Brown  

You must book your place in advance  

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links for access to a variety of worship 

resources and our own worship material archive. 

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Vacancy 

JOB OPPORTUNITY – Billericay , Essex  

       working from home and church office 
  

Church Administrator (part time) 20 hours per week 

A new post, and a new challenge, for someone with the passion, knowledge  

and experience to help develop a coordinated approach, including a growing 

online presence, for all aspects of administration and communication 

at Billericay Methodist Church. 

Closing date for applications    22nd Nov 2020 

For further details and application form see 

                               https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/job-opportunities 
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