
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Sunday 25th October 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

In a recent article in The Times on the hospitalisation of Donald Trump, the headline was 

about the perils of ’positive thinking’, with the sub heading saying - ‘The President’s self-

belief is legendary, but taken to extremes, the ideas that inspired him are as dangerous 

as fatalism.’ 

We have all heard about those who are seriously ill, making a remarkable recovery, and it 

being ascribed to their ‘fighting spirit’, their ‘mental attitude’. We say, ‘mind over matter’ 

and ‘where there’s a will there’s a way’, to encourage and support each other at difficult 

times. But where is the belief in the power and purpose of God in all of this?  It is one 

thing to have an attitude that assists what the doctors and nurses (and God) are wanting 

to do, and research suggests that such an attitude does indeed aid recovery. It is quite 

another thing to believe in yourself and in the power of your positive thinking to actually 

effect the change. As Christians we believe and trust in God, and God alone; we do not 

worship any aspect of our selves. Self-belief can be a form of idolatry. 

In the opening chapters of 1 Corinthians, Paul contrasts the wisdom of God as seen in 

Jesus Christ and the human wisdom that we often rely on instead. He says our faith does 

not rest on human wisdom, (or mental ability or attitude), but on God's power. (2:5) and 

he says that the rulers of this world did not know this wisdom or appreciate the power of 

God shown in the apparent weakness of the one who was crucified (2:8). 

The newspaper article ends on a sombre note saying that the sight of a defiant president 

on the balcony heavily made up and gasping for breath as he takes off his mask, is an 

image of someone who is not ‘allowing himself to be ill’, and it concludes by saying - if 

‘he cannot admit to being a loser’, he ‘stands to lose everything’. I hope and pray that 

that is not the case, but we all need the humility to trust more in the power and purpose 

of God and less in ourselves at times like these. 

David 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey and Denis Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, 

Barbara Kite, Bob and Rosemary Lowe, Val Noble, Yve Verrier. 
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Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Thank you, healing God, that Christ is the Way, Truth and Life for us: 

clearing our vision, lifting our hearts, healing our souls. 
 

Thank you, healing God, that in and through Christ we see and know 

your love for the world: 

Love without measure, love freely offered, love life-transforming. Amen 

Notices 

JOB OPPORTUNITY – Billericay , Essex  

       working from home and church office 
  

Church Administrator (part time) 20 hours per week 

A new post, and a new challenge, for someone with the passion, knowledge  

and experience to help develop a coordinated approach, including a growing 

online presence, for all aspects of administration and communication 

at Billericay Methodist Church. 

Closing date for applications    22nd Nov 2020 

For further details and application form see 

                               https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/job-opportunities 

Gathered worship at Western Road and Queens Park on Sunday 1st November. 

Currently we are still able to gather for worship in limited numbers, maintaining 

social distancing between households.  To attend worship next week at Western 

Road please register with Mark S or for Queens Park  register with Susan C (please 

leave a message on answerphones if necessary),  giving the full names of ALL 

those intending to come, together with your contact number.  Please ring no earlier 

than Monday 26th Oct and no later than 6.00pm on Friday 30th Oct. This will 

enable us to fulfil track and trace requirements and also make sure that we do not 

exceed available spaces.   You will only be contacted if there is insufficient space 

for you to attend. Thank you. 

https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/job-opportunities
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Encouragement 

Painting for Pleasure Art Group.  Due to many requests from members 

of the art group who normally meets at the Christian Link every 

Wednesday morning, plans were being made to return when the group 

of six restrictions were introduced. Plans therefore had to be put on 

hold.  However throughout the six months the group has kept in touch 

by email each week and have met twice to paint in outdoor locations. 

Each week members have emailed their most recent paintings and a virtual gallery 

has enabled them to view each other’s paintings. Most recently we had a virtual 

Painting for Pleasure Art Exhibition 2020, when we had 52 paintings on display in 

the gallery. 

Golden Days.  Lyn and Peter Bowditch would like to 

thank everyone for the many cards, messages, 

presents and flowers they received as they celebrated 

50 years of marriage.   

Our sincere thanks to you all, what was a very happy 

occasion was made even more so by the lovely 

messages we received from you. 

Pastoral 

Pop Up Harvest   The Spring Harvest team are doing an online ‘Pop up Harvest’ 

over half term week 26-31 October 2020. For the weeks program click here  

Open to all. If you would like to join in, follow this link to sign up.                   Sue H 

17th-Century Nun’s Prayer. 

Lord thou knowest better than I know myself that I am growing older and will someday be 

old. Keep me from the fatal habit of thinking I must say something on every subject and on 

every occasion.  Release me from craving to straighten out everybody’s affairs. Make me 

thoughtful but not moody; helpful but not bossy. With  my vast store of wisdom it seems a 

pity not to use it all, but Thou knowest Lord, that I want a few friends at the end. 

Keep my mind free from the recital of endless details; give me wings to get to the point. Seal 

my lips on my aches and pains. They are increasing and love of rehearsing them is 

becoming sweeter as the years go by. I dare not ask for grace enough to enjoy the tales of 

other’s pains, but help me to endure them with patience. I dare not ask for improved 

memory, but for a growing humility and a lessening cocksureness when my memory seems 

to clash with the memories of others. Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally I may 

be mistaken. 

Keep me reasonably sweet; I do not want to be a saint - some of them are so hard to live 

with - but a sour old person is one of the 

crowning works of the Devil. Give me the 

ability to see good things in unexpected places 

and talents in unexpected people. And, give 

me, O Lord, the grace to tell them so.  Amen                 

                                                                       Anon 

https://springharvest.org/assets/uploads/1710SH_Harvest_Pop_Up_Programme_FINAL2.pdf
https://springharvest.org/events/october-half-term


 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 30th October 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

 

 

Link to This Week’s ONLINE Worship 

Next gathered worship on Sunday 1st November 2020: 

Western Road at 10.30am - led by Mark Smith 

Queens Park at 10.30am - led by Roger Davison and David Bagwell 

You must book your place in advance  

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links for access to a variety of worship resources and 

our own worship material archive. 

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Encouragement 

with thanks to 

Harry, aged 8,  
whose autumn 

photos will precede 

our online worship 

this week. 
 

Here are just a few 

to enjoy now! 
 

To listen to ’Autumn 

Days’ click here  
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