Hope - Advent 1
As we get closer to Christmas what are you hoping for? During Advent, which
is the four Sundays before Christmas Day, we look forward and prepare for
the birth of Jesus, and we hope for a better world. What do you think would
make the world a better place, or make your school or town better?
There is a well known carol called ‘O little town of Bethlehem’, and one of the
lines in it says— ‘the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.’
It is talking not only about the good things that people are hoping for, but the
fear that we all have that those good things may not come, or may be delayed.
Part of the Christmas story is about three wise men or kings from a foreign
land, who followed a star, and eventually found Jesus and offered their gifts
of gold, frankincense and myrrh. For them Jesus was all they hoped for, a gift
of love for the whole world.
Song Time Waiting for Christmas

-

Sue Bleazard

Craft: During Advent we are going to make our own advent ring
to display at home. Follow the instructions for week 1 on the
attached sheet.
Video: Be full of hope this Christmas - PursueGOD Kids
Prayer time:
Loving God,
This Christmas we are sad or worried about ……………
and we hope that ……………
May the love of Jesus guide us day by day, like a shining star. Amen.
Song time:

My hope is in the Lord

- Lifetree Kids

This week: As a family keep your eyes and ears open for
signs of ’hope’ in stories, in the newspapers, on tv. Share
them with each other and thank God for them.
Do you have any Christmas Cards that have a picture of the
Three wise men on their journey. Why not cut round them
and add the word ‘Hope’ to make a special ornament to put
on to your Christmas tree.

Advent ring craft
You will need, thick cardboard, 4 small cardboard tubes, 1 longer cardboard
tube, red crepe paper (or paint), white paper, several sheets of green paper
(different shades if possible), some sticky labels, and some yellow and orange
tissue paper, and a felt tipped pen.

Begin by drawing a circle
about the size of a dinner
plate on the thick cardboard.
Then cut it out as a base.

Using the green paper draw
around your hand lots of times
and cut out the shapes. All the
family can join in so that
everyone’s hands are part of
the ring.

Roll some of the fingers
around a pencil to help them
to curl like this. You have now
completed the ’leafy’ base of
your advent ring.

Now prepare your candles by
covering the 4 small tubes
with red crepe paper.

Now cut some of the yellow and orange tissue paper into 4
squares, Place them like this and then squash the centres
together and twist to make flames.

Now overlap the hands like
this and stick them to the
cardboard base. Make sure
that you leave the fingers free
of glue.

Write HOPE on a
label and stick it to
one of the candles.

Now you can ‘light’ your first advent candle by
putting the tissue paper flames into the top and
placing it on your advent ring.

The Wise Men set off following a star in the hope that they
would find the new king.

