
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Sunday 15th November 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

This week we conclude our three week theme on remembering, by ‘Remembering to 

forget’; which I link to the phrase ‘forgive and forget’; both of which describe what God 

does for us and what we need to do for others. It is not that God actually forgets 

anything, and nor should we, but God does choose, out of perfect love, not to remember 

what we have said and done, as part of his forgiving nature; and if we are asked to 

forgive others ‘as we have been forgiven’ ( Matt. 6:14, Col. 3:13, Eph. 4:32 etc), we too 

need to learn how to ‘forget’ in this loving way. 

The problem you see is that we sometimes say that we forgive someone and then act as 

if we didn’t  - because we remember too much, and don’t give that person a totally fresh 

start. We don’t trust them as before, we are suspicious and assume the worst at the 

slightest prompt and so their sins constantly come back to haunt them. And even worse 

than this, is when we experience the sins of other people, whom we think are ‘like them’ 

and allow that to shape our reactions and relationships in the present.  

This can be seen as part of a wider problem called ‘Unconscious bias’, as we lump people 

together, and view them not as precious individuals with their own strengths and 

weaknesses but as copies of those whom we have already judged, hence the word 

prejudice. In contrast to this, as our readings from Micah 7:19, Psalm 103:12, and 

Hebrews 8:12 make clear, God does not hold our sins close by us, and then view us 

through their tarnished lens, but he banishes our sins to the outer reaches of time and 

space, where they can no longer spoil the present. 

That is how God relates to us and it’s the theory of how we ought to relate to each other. 

But it’s easier said than done, particularly when we have been hurt badly and often by 

others. So try to accept God’s total forgiveness, learn from the past and then learn to 

forget it, lest it spoil the beauty of the present and the untapped potential for good in 

yourself or others.           David  

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey and Denis Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, 

Barbara Kite, Bob and Rosemary Lowe,  and Val Noble.  
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Father of all, as we live through another lock-down, separated from 

loved ones, friends and neighbours, we thank you that you are with us 

and nothing, not even coronavirus, can keep your love from us. 

Help us to share that love as we show patience and kindness in our 

daily living, respecting the space that keeps others safe and yet 

reaching out to them with a smile and an encouraging word.  As we 

recognise our mutual vulnerability help us also to strengthen one another as we 

journey forward in hope and faith.  Amen 

Based on Romans 8:38-39 where Paul writes: I am certain that ...there is nothing 

in all creation (including Covid 19) that will ever be able to separate us from the 

love of God which is ours through Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Notices 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

‘Big Quiz’ for Tearfund  A Zoom quiz will be held at 7.30pm this 

Saturday 14th November on behalf of Tearfund  -  Just 'turn up' on 

the night with pencil and paper, and an A4 decorated  'J' for joker 

(marks for creativity) - team scores will also be weighted to take 

account of number of people in each household taking part. Fancy 

dress optional!  Free entry, lots of fun and donations to Tearfund welcome.   

Look out for the zoom link in your email on Friday 13th Nov.    David B 
 

Christmas food parcels appeal.  We know that life has been 

extraordinarily difficult this year for families living around the 

Mwakirunge dump-site on the edge of Mombasa. Through our links 

with Rev. Sammy Kagwi, we'd like to help bring comfort to some by 

sending a gift to be used for food parcels of essential items- such as rice, oil & 

maize flour. Please can you consider making a donation? This can be done either 

by BACS into the church account with ref. Kenya food parcels or a cheque to 

"Billericay Methodist Church" (please write Kenya food parcels on the back) and 

sent to Lorraine H. Thank you in anticipation. Geraldine, Maggie K., Pam C. & 

Heather. 
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Zoom Discussion on How2Be 'Learning and Caring - This Sunday (15th) 3pm 

This week we will looking at new ways to learn and care as a church and in particular 

at our outreach over Christmas. Questions to help our focus are:- 

What has helped you to grow as a Christian over these last months?  How can we 

help others to learn more about Jesus and to experience his love and care in these 

challenging times? 

For those who cannot zoom but would like to feed back your ideas and comments 

then please get them to me by Saturday evening, and I will include them in our 

conversation.  David 

Encouragement 

Thanks to Rachel 

for sharing these 

lovely photos of 

Thorndon in its 

Autumn 

Splendour. 

Pastoral 

Yve Verrier’s Funeral service will take place on Wednesday 18th 

November, 2pm at the new Pitsea Crematorium, and will be led by 

Rev Celia McDonald.  Attendance is by invitation only, so we 

encourage you to pause and give thanks for Yve’s life at that time 

and to continue to remember her friends and family in your prayers. 

HMRC – Billericay received £7840.83 last month for our gift aid claim April to 

August 2020 – a very welcome extra income from the government.  Thank you 

everyone.  Lorraine  

We will remember them.  

Our thanks to Lorraine 

who laid the church 

poppy cross at the High 

Street war memorial on 

Sunday afternoon.  We 

will make a donation of 

£50 to the Royal British 

Legion. 

On Saturday 21st Nov Rev Sammy will be taking part in an online graduation 

ceremony following the successful completion of his degree. We will be thinking of 

you Sammy and share in your delight.   

Click and Chatter ladies at 

Herongate are a hardy bunch! 

Rose ‘Peace’ 



 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 20th November 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

 

 

Link to This Week’s ONLINE Worship 
 

Due to current restrictions plans for gathered worship  at Western  

Road on 22nd November have had to be cancelled.  

 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links for access to a variety of worship resources and 

our own worship material archive. 

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Vacancy 

JOB OPPORTUNITY – Billericay , Essex  

       working from home and church office 
  

Church Administrator (part time) 20 hours per week 

A new post, and a new challenge, for someone with the passion, knowledge  

and experience to help develop a coordinated approach, including a growing 

online presence, for all aspects of administration and communication 

at Billericay Methodist Church. 

Closing date for applications    22nd Nov 2020 

For further details and application form see 

                               https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/job-opportunities 
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