
Connecting with each other 
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Sunday 29th November 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

With less than a month to go, before the big day itself, our thoughts turn towards the 

birth of Jesus. During this season of Advent we will anticipate and celebrate that event, 

with a series of services based on the familiar pattern of ‘online deliveries’.  This week we 

look at Hope; as ‘the order is placed’, for a gift that will bring hope to the whole world. I 

use the story of the three wise men, who may be more than three and less than wise, to 

begin our ‘tracking’ of this gift, as their journey was the longest, and they bring us that 

world-wide dimension having travelled from a foreign land, somewhere to the east of the 

Jordan river.   

The star that they saw, was for them a sign of hope; hope of new leadership in troubled 

times, hope for a better world (sound familiar!). A ruler who would be blessing not only 

to his own country, but as foretold to Abraham (Gen 12:3) and the prophets (Jer. 23:6) a 

blessing to all the nations, as a bringer of peace. 

And yet these so called wise men almost blew it. Their ‘careless words cost lives’ as they 

let slip the arrival of a baby boy who threatened the power base of Herod. They and 

Jesus would survive this lapse, but many others would die in the coming months. The 

hope of freedom and new life for all, almost destroyed by their lack of care and self-

discipline. 

As we celebrate Christmas this year ‘as never before’, we too need to ‘err on the side of 

caution’ lest the hope offered by a combination of vaccines in the coming year is put back 

for all, and taken away from some, by the thoughtless actions of a few. What we do, or 

choose not to do, over ‘the five days of Christmas’ will have consequences; if not for us, 

then for others. Hope is a precious gift, and one that needs to be cherished and 

protected; and Jesus as ‘the hope of the world’ deserves all our attention as we choose 

how to celebrate together in the coming days. 

Stay safe, and keep others safe, as we journey on in hope.     David    

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey and Denis Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, 

Barbara Kite, Bob and Rosemary Lowe,  and Val Noble.  
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God of hope, who brought love into this world, be the love that 

dwells between us.  God of hope, who brought peace into this 

world, be the peace that dwells between us. God of hope, who 

brought joy into this world, be the joy that dwells between us.  

God of Hope, the rock we stand upon, be the centre, the focus of 

our lives always, and particularly this advent time.   Amen 

Notices 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Christmas food parcels appeal. We are very grateful to those who 

have already responded. We're half-way to our target of £1500! With 

this Sammy hopes to supply 180 families living by the Mwakirunge 

dump-site with cooking items of rice, cooking oil, wheat flour, maize 

flour & sugar. Each parcel will cost less than £8 & will feed a family for several 

weeks. Sammy hopes to purchase biscuits for the children too- that will be the only 

"gift" many will receive. Your donation can be made by BACS into the church account 

with ref. Kenya food parcels or a cheque payable to "Billericay Methodist 

church" (please write Kenya food parcels on the back) & sent to Lorraine H.  Thank 

you in anticipation- Maggie K., Pam C., Geraldine & Heather. 

Zoom Discussion on How2Be '‘Evangelising’- This Sunday (29th) 3pm In our final week 

we will talk about new ways to share the Good news of Jesus. How can we as a church 

and as individuals reach out to others in current times and into the future.  How can we 

equip ourselves and each other to better do this.  Are we continuing to grow in our 

discipleship; how can we be helped in this and how can we encourage and help others.  

For those who cannot zoom but would like to feed back your ideas and comments then 

please get them to me by Saturday evening, and I will include them in our 

conversation.  David 

Zoom Prayer meeting  each Sunday during Advent, beginning 29th 

November, 10.00am and concluding in time for online worship. 

Please come and join us at any point during that time, as we pray 

together as God’s Church. 

The zoom prayer link will be in your Friday email each week. 
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Advent Gift.  Lorraine, 

Heather B, Nathan and 

Katy, Gill R, and Lesley  

between them have 

been delivering 96 

Advent calendars to 

children and young 

people who are a regular part of 

church groups, but who have not 

been able to meet this year.  The 

doorstep visit and the gift have 

been much appreciated by families,  

and our thanks to the team for  

undertaking such a huge task. 

Christmas Day   -  Emmanuel/CTB  are offering support to people on their own who 

would like a food parcel on Christmas Day. Your help is needed to:  Deliver food 

parcels on the Christmas Day, source small gifts we can distribute, or raise funds.  

Please email Anna on laughland2009@gmail.com  if you can help. 
 

Christmas Giving:  It is our usual practice to support Changing Pathways, Action for 

Children and St Luke’s through offerings at our Christmas services.  This year we 

are not able to gather together but would encourage you to continue to make a 

donation via bank transfer to BMC Church account. (Please put the name of the 

charity in the payment reference), or by cheque or cash to Lorraine H (labelled for 

the charity you wish to support. 

Gifts of food can also be made via Billericay Food Bank, in the High Street. 
 

Please note that, because of current restrictions, Changing Pathways are only able 

to accept new toys this year, alongside toiletries and gift vouchers,  Gifts can be 

dropped off in Billericay, please contact ruthieyates@gmail.com for details. 

Church Christmas Card:  We invite you to continue the tradition of sending your 

greetings to one another in a ‘joint’ card and supporting a charity - this year it will 

take the form of an insert in CWEO, so please send your messages to Ann B for 

inclusion either by email, or in hard copy no later than Tuesday 15th December.  

Zimbabwe Victim Support Fund 

– thanks to some generous 

donations for this appeal we 

have been able to send 

£376.25 to this charity who 

Herongate have been supporting for many 

years (this includes the gift aid that can be 

claimed).  If you would like me to email 

you their latest newsletter just let me 

know.  Lorraine  

Can you play a 

DVD at home?  

We are now 

able to produce 

a copy of our 

online worship 

on DVD. If you 

are not able to 

access the internet but can play 

DVD’s and would like to receive a 

copy of the worship please contact 

Ann B. 

We are always delighted 

when Rev Sammy can 

join us on our Sunday 

zoom fellowship after 

morning worship.  This 

week, however, we were 

very concerned to hear 

about current levels of 

Covid-19 in Kenya, and 

the lack of PPE  for 

medical staff, many of 

whom are dying as a 

result.  Please pray for 

this situation and for Sammy and his 

family as they continue to try and serve 

their local community in such difficult and 

worrying circumstances. 

Rev. Sammy at 

his graduation. 

mailto:laughland2009@gmail.com
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Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 4th December 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

 

 

Link to This Week’s ONLINE Worship 
 

Due to current restrictions gathered worship cannot take place at any 

venue. 
  

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links for access to a variety of worship 

resources and our own worship material archive. 

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Christmas Crackers 

 

After hearing about the 

Wise Men offering gifts to 

Jesus, one little boy said “I 

know Jesus got perfume 

and gold when he was 

born, but I would have 

given him a Liverpool kit”! 

A minister was putting up a banner across the front of 

his church.  In individual letters it spelt out ‘GLORY TO 

GOD IN THE HIGHEST.’ Overnight, one of the letters fell 

down, so it read GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGH ST.  

The minister was going to replace the missing letter, 

until he realised that the banner spelt out a message 

that needed to be heard. 
 

A woman queued up for her Christmas 

stamps. “What denominations would 

you like?” asked the assistant.  

“Goodness, has it come to this” Give me 

5 Methodist, 30 Church of England and 

15 Baptist, please. 
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