
Connecting with each other 
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Sunday 8th November 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

Last week’s theme of remembering life, and all the good things in the face of sadness and 

despair, is today counterbalanced by the equal need to recognise and accept the reality 

of death. And we do so on the day we formally remember and give thanks for, those who 

have died in two world wars and many other conflicts. 

There is a phrase ‘turkeys don’t vote for Christmas’ that describes how we tend to choose 

only that which is good for us, and shy away from that which may help others but would 

‘hurt’ us in some way. Today we remember those who in times past,  ‘chose Christmas’ 

and selflessly endured suffering and  died for our sake. 

As Christians, we follow one who willingly, ‘gave up all he had and took the nature of a 

servant…..one who was humble and walked the path of obedience all the way to death – 

(even) death on a cross.’ (Philippians 2:7-9). Turkeys may not vote for Christmas, but 

Jesus freely chose a sacrificial way that cost him everything.  And we are likewise asked 

to set aside our own personal preferences and vote and live for something so much 

greater. Joyfully choosing to ‘die to self’ is at the heart of following Jesus. As disciples we 

follow where he leads, and ‘bear our cross’, knowing that he walks with us all the way, 

even unto death. 

In a world where too many people seem to be getting tired of following the rules and 

instead are simply voting, with their feet, for what they think is in their own best 

interest, with no real thought for others;  striving to survive in their exclusive blinkered 

bubble, we need to remember the one who was prepared to die that we might have life; 

a life that Jesus describes as ‘life in all its fullness’; a quality of living which is good for all, 

without exception. Such a life cannot be imposed from above or enforced by law, it has 

to be freely chosen and worked at daily; but the spirit of the risen Jesus will help us - if 

we are humble enough to ask for his help. 

Yours in lockdown again, and praying again for that spirit of grace.          David 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey and Denis Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, 

Barbara Kite, Bob and Rosemary Lowe,  and Val Noble.  
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Heavenly Father, we remember the courage and sacrifice of those 

who have given their lives for the sake of others during times of 

war. We remember those who continue to suffer as a result of 

conflict and repression across this world. Lord hear our prayer. 
 

Now let your people in all places, be committed to 

reconciliation and peace, so that the seeds of national arrogance, 

intolerance, prejudice and fear, which can so readily grow into the horror 

of war, may never again be sown in our lands.  

In future, in all nations, may the victories sought be over poverty and 

greed, anger and bigotry, pain and disease, despair and apathy. May 

your kingdom come O Lord. 
 

We pray for the world during this time of pandemic.  We 

remember those who have died as a result of the virus and those 

who have lost their life trying to save others.  Be with those who 

continue to care for the sick, support the vulnerable, encourage 

the weary, work to provide and distribute the essential supplies required in daily 

living and those who carry the burden of decision making on international, 

national and local levels.  Help us to all keep our eyes fixed on you, our ears open 

to your wisdom, and our aim to work together for the benefit of all, as we follow in 

the way of Christ.   Amen. 

Encouragement 

BIG QUIZ for TEARFUND 

A Zoom quiz will be held at 7.30pm on Saturday 14th November on 

behalf of Tearfund  -  Just 'turn up' on the night with pencil and paper, and an A4 

decorated  'J' for joker (marks for creativity) - team scores will also be weighted to 

take account of number of people in each household taking part. Fancy dress 

optional!  Free entry, lots of fun and donations to TearFund welcome.   

Look out for the zoom link in your email on Friday 13th Nov.                 David B 

During the lockdown staff at Hamelin Trust care home in Wickford 

have decorated their Christmas tree early for Remembrance 

Sunday.  Service users smile seeing the red white and blue lights. 

Sue Q 
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Pastoral 

We are delighted to announce the birth of two little boys, Finley Joseph and Joshua 

Harry.  

We send our warmest congratulations to Emma and Joe Bicheno on the birth of 

their son Finley Joseph who was born on October 15th weighing 8lbs 6ozs.  Our love 

and best wishes go to Phoebe on the birth of her brother, to Gill and David Rogers 

on the birth of their grandson and to Audrey Taylor on the arrival of her 8th great-

grandchild.   
 

We wish Dan and Harriett Smith every happiness on the birth of their son Joshua 

Harry who was born on October 19th.  Our love and warmest wishes go to Isaac on 

the birth of his brother and to Mark and Alyson Smith on the birth of their second 

grandson.   
 

We were saddened to hear of the death of Yve Verrier who passed away on 

Tuesday, 27th October at Basildon Hospital.  Our thoughts and prayers are with her 

family and friends at this sad time.   Yve will be much missed for the happiness she 

brought to everyone with her lovely smile.  Details of funeral arrangements will be 

advised when known.   

ZOOM DISCUSSION on How2Be 'Worshipping together' - This Sunday  

Following on from the September preaching themes there will be a zoom discussion 

on future patterns of worship at 3pm on Sunday 8th November. Details of the zoom 

link are in your Friday email.  In essence our focus this week will be:- 

What helps us to ‘increase our awareness of’ and ‘celebrate God’s love’ in our 

worship life? How do we best continue to do that in the current situation, and 

maintain and grow our sense of ‘togetherness’ as we do so?  How to we develop a 

pattern of worship that sustains the housebound and reaches out to those with no 

church background even when we are able to resume a more familiar pattern of 

gathered weekly worship? 

For those who cannot zoom but would like to feed back your ideas and comments 

then please get them to me by Saturday evening, and I will include them in our 

conversation.  David 

‘It’s the simple things in life that give so much pleasure ’, I read when I 

opened the envelope laying on the mat this morning. ‘Things like 

receiving a surprise tin of mouth-watering shortbread from friends,  the 

following day England won the Six Nations at rugby!!  Today I walked to 

Western Road for the service and dodged in and out of peoples 

driveways to keep social distanced, and everyone smiled and said 

good morning. Finally I shared in fellowship in church and was made to feel very 

welcome, completing how happy I’ve been these past three days.’  So thank you to 

Ann N for your letter encouraging us all - joy multiplies as it is passed on.  

Do you have a blessing you would like to share with others?  A space in CWEO awaits 

you!    



 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 13th November 

items for inclusion by 8pm Wednesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

 

 

Link to This Week’s ONLINE Worship 
 

Due to current restrictions plans for gathered worship  at Western  

Road on 8th and 22nd November have  had to be cancelled.  

 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church 

website homepage and follow links for access to a variety of worship resources and 

our own worship material archive. 

Check out and share with your friends other online resources - Learning Together 

about Jesus – a resource suitable for home use and Fun Together at Home – links 

to other craft and activity based resources for all ages. 

Vacancy 

JOB OPPORTUNITY – Billericay , Essex  

       working from home and church office 
  

Church Administrator (part time) 20 hours per week 

A new post, and a new challenge, for someone with the passion, knowledge  

and experience to help develop a coordinated approach, including a growing 

online presence, for all aspects of administration and communication 

at Billericay Methodist Church. 

Closing date for applications    22nd Nov 2020 

For further details and application form see 

                               https://billericaymethodistchurch.org/job-opportunities 
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