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Music  beforehand  - An Advent Medley played by Mike Hawkins 

 

Advent 3 - The Order has been placed  

                                        and was seen by the wise men. 

                    The Gift of Hope was dispatched  

                                        and announced to some shepherds. 

                     and is now , according to the angel Gabriel 

                     with the carrier , Mary. 

 

Welcome and Call to worship    

 

If worshipping offline - you may like to light a candle each week  

at this point or put a new ornament on your tree or add a character to your 

nativity scene 

 

We  worship together as we say together: 

We light the third  candle 

as part of our preparation 

 

The preparation needed, to welcome Jesus as Lord.  

And as the candle burns we offer you our worship,  

for you are waiting to enter our world  - 

And transform it, from inside out. 

  

Reading — John 1:1-5, 14    
 

 In the beginning the Word already existed; the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. From the very beginning the Word was with God.  ( 

Through him God made all things; not one thing in all creation was made 

without him.   
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The Word was the source of life, and this life brought light to people.   

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never put it out . 

The Word became a human being and,  

full of grace and truth, lived among us.  

We saw his glory, the glory which he received as the Father's only Son.  

  

SONG - ’O Holy night’ 

 O Holy Night! The stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of our dear Saviour's birth 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining 
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn 

    Fall on your knees! Oh, hear the angel voices! 
    night divine, O night when Christ was born 
   O night divine, O night,  O night divine! 

Truly he taught us to love one another  
His law is love and his gospel is peace.  
Chains shall he break for the slave is our brother 
And in his name all oppression shall cease. 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we 
Let all within us praise his holy name. 

   Fall on your knees! Oh, hear the angel voices! 
   O night divine, O night when Christ was born  
   O night divine, O night,  O night divine! 

 

 Let us pray:        
            (a moment of silence)  
 

 Loving God,  as we anticipate the coming of your Son 

The word made flesh,  

a light shining in the darkness , 

... that the darkness will never extinguish  

We fall on our knees to praise your holy name 
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and sweet hymns of joy radiate from us in a grateful chorus,  

whether or not we are able to shout  your name or sing out loud. 

 

In the quietness, we whisper our thanks and praise, 

for the gift of your Son; 

knowing that you hear us still  - in the stillness’ 

And ‘as yonder breaks a new and glorious morn’ 

 we are at peace…. and can wait a that little bit longer ….. 

as with a thrill of hope ‘a weary world rejoices’ - 

Looking forward to that day  

when salvation will come, to us all.  Amen.  

       

 SONG — ‘ Silent night ‘ 

      Silent night, holy night: 

                       All is calm all is bright 

                       round yon virgin mother and child  

  Holy Infant so tender and mild  

  Sleep in heavenly peace.  x2 

      Silent night, holy night: 

  shepherds quake at the sight, 

  Glories stream from heaven afar 

                       Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia, 

  Christ the Saviour is born  x2 

      Silent night, holy night: 

  Son of God, love’s pure light 

  Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

                       With the dawn of redeeming  grace, 

  Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.    x2 

 

Joseph Mohr (1792–1848) 

translated by Stopford Augustus Brooke (1832–1916) 
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 Bible Reading –    Luke 1:26-35     

 

 In the sixth month of her cousin Elizabeth's pregnancy God sent the 

angel Gabriel to a town in Galilee named Nazareth. He had a 

message for a young woman promised in marriage to a man named 

Joseph, who was a descendant of King David. Her name was Mary.   

 

The angel came to her and said, "Peace be with you! The Lord is 

with you and has greatly blessed you!"   

 

Mary was deeply troubled by the angel's message, and she 

wondered what his words meant.    

 

The angel said to her, "Don't be afraid, Mary; God has been 

gracious to you.  You will become pregnant and give birth to a son, 

and you will name him Jesus.   He will be great and will be called the 

Son of the Most High God.  

 

The Lord God will make him a king, as his ancestor David was, and 

he will be the king of the descendants of Jacob forever; his kingdom 

will never end!"   

 

Mary said to the angel, "I am a virgin. How, then, can this be?"  

 

 The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come on you, and God's 

power will rest upon you. For this reason the holy child will be 

called the Son of God. 

        

TALK—see CWEO pastoral letter for 13th December 
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A final reading anticipating the day itself:    
 
Luke 2: 1-7 
 
At that time Emperor Augustus ordered a census to be taken throughout the 
Roman Empire.  
 
When this first census took place, Quirinius was the governor of Syria.  
 
Everyone, then, went to register himself, each to his own hometown. Joseph 
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the town of Bethlehem in 
Judea, the birthplace of King David.  
 
Joseph went there because he was a descendant of David.  He went to 
register with Mary, who was promised in marriage to him. She was 
pregnant, and while they were in Bethlehem, the time came for her to have 
her baby.   
 
She gave birth to her first son, wrapped him in cloths and laid him in a 
manger—there was no room for them to stay in the inn. 

   
Song—’Like a candle flame’ 
 

Like a candle flame 
Flickering small in our darkness 
Uncreated light 
Shines through infant eyes 
 

     God is with us, alleluia (Men) 
                God is with us, alleluia (Women) 
    Come to save us, alleluia (Men) 
                Come to save us (Women) 
         Alleluia! (All) 

 
Stars and angels sing 
Yet the earth sleeps in shadows 
Can this tiny spark 
Set a world on fire? 
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    God is with us, alleluia (Men) 
                God is with us, alleluia (Women) 
    Come to save us, alleluia (Men) 
                Come to save us (Women) 
         Alleluia! (All) 

Yet his light shall shine 
From our lives, Spirit blazing 
As we touch the flame 
Of his holy fire 
 
    God is with us, alleluia (Men) 
                God is with us, alleluia (Women) 
    Come to save us, alleluia (Men) 
                Come to save us (Women) 
         Alleluia! (All) 

 

A Final Prayer: 
 

Loving God, at times the flame of hope has flickered in our darkness 
 and we have wondered 
       whether the gift will ever be delivered safely to our door 
 
                 (silence) 

The candle flame on the advent ring 
    may  sometimes be blown out by  a breath of wind—  
but your love never ends 
and our hope in you should never die. 
For you are with us 
comeng to save us   - alleluia  

The earth has been sleeping in these past months 
 in the shadows of despair. 
We have been locked down for some time 
and for a  little while longer 
     will still have to stay safe and secure .  
Careful for the needs of others 
 ….if we are to   
      ‘love our neighbour as ourselves’ 
      and through  that  Christlike attitude  -  love you too. 
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But a spark  of your grace can set the world on fire,  
 as hope and love spread 
 as quickly as a pandemic can. 

 
So may your light shine through our lives . 
May your Spirit blaze in us 
as we sing  to you now,  not just with our voices  - 
but with all our  whole being. 
  
 You are with us —  ‘God with us - Immanuel’ 

 You are coming to save us.   Alleluia.   
   
 Amen.  
 
        (silence) 

 
As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to God 
and one another in the words of the Grace. 
  

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,  
The Love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all, evermore. Amen.   
                

                                                All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934  

 

 

 

 

Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can join together in a 

time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access why not get on the phone to someone in similar 

circumstances to yourself, and encourage and help each other as part of your 

ongoing worship and care of one another.   

 

 


