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Music  beforehand  -   incl . silent night and O come all ye faithful 

Advent 4 - The Order has been placed,  the gift of Hope is dispatched  

                     is now with the carrier and is out for delivery  
 

Welcome and Call to worship   - Nine lessons and carols 
  

We  worship together as we say together: 

We light the fourth candle as  a sign of your love. 

The love that comes to us 

in Jesus -  as the word made flesh, dwells among us. 

And as the candle burns we offer you our worship,  

for you are God with us, Immanuel. 

The unconditional love of God for all. 

Part 1  - The Old Testament Message—see para 1 of pastoral letter 

 

READING       Isaiah 7:10-14 & 9:6-7      
 

The LORD sent a message to Ahaz:  "Ask the LORD your God to give you a sign. It can be 
from deep in the world of the dead or from high up in heaven."  Ahaz answered, "I will 
not ask for a sign. I refuse to put the LORD to the test."  To that Isaiah replied, "Listen, 
now, descendants of King David. It's bad enough for you to wear out the patience of 
people—do you have to wear out God's patience too?  Well then, the Lord himself will 
give you a sign: a young woman who is pregnant will have a son and will name him 
'Immanuel.'…..A child is born to us! A son is given to us! And he will be our ruler. He will 
be called, "Wonderful Counsellor," "Mighty God," "Eternal Father," "Prince of 
Peace."  His royal power will continue to grow; his kingdom will always be at peace. He 
will rule as King David's successor, basing his power on right and justice, from now until 
the end of time. The LORD Almighty is determined to do all this. 

 
READING   Micah 5:2,4 & Jeremiah 23:5-6     
 

The LORD says, "Bethlehem Ephrathah, you are one of the smallest towns in Judah, but 
out of you I will bring a ruler for Israel, whose family line goes back to ancient 
times."   When he comes, he will rule his people with the strength that comes from the 
LORD and with the majesty of the LORD God himself. His people will live in safety 
because people all over the earth will acknowledge his greatness,……… The LORD says, 
"The time is coming when I will choose as king a righteous descendant of David. That 
king will rule wisely and do what is right and just throughout the land.  (6)  When he is 
king, the people of Judah will be safe, and the people of Israel will live in peace. He will 
be called 'The LORD Our Salvation.' 
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 CAROLS     ‘Joy to the world’  
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
  

Joy to the world, the Saviour reigns! 
Let all their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders,  and wonders of his love. 

 

O little town of Bethlehem 

O little town of Bethlehem, 

how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

the everlasting light; 

the hopes and fears of all the years 

are met in thee tonight. 

 

Part 2   - The   message to Mary—see para 2 of pastoral letter 

 

 READING      Luke 1:26-35     
 

In the sixth month of her cousin Elizabeth's pregnancy God sent the angel Gabriel to a 
town in Galilee named Nazareth.  He had a message for a young woman promised in 
marriage to a man named Joseph, who was a descendant of King David. Her name was 
Mary.  The angel came to her and said, "Peace be with you! The Lord is with you and has 

  

 O morning stars, together 

proclaim the holy birth, 

and praises sing to God the King, 

and peace to all the earth! 

For Christ is born of Mary; 

and, gathered all above, 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

their watch of wondering love. 

How silently, how silently, 

the wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

the blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming; 

but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him still 

the dear Christ enters in. 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in; 

be born in us today! 

We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord Immanuel! 

Phillips Brooks (1835–1893) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words 

Edition, number 213 . 
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greatly blessed you!"  Mary was deeply troubled by the angel's message, and she 
wondered what his words meant. The angel said to her, "Don't be afraid, Mary; God 
has been gracious to you.  You will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and you 
will name him Jesus He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High God. 
The Lord God will make him a king, as his ancestor David was,  and he will be the king 
of the descendants of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end!"  Mary said to the 
angel, "I am a virgin. How, then, can this be?"  The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will 
come on you, and God's power will rest upon you. For this reason the holy child will be 
called the Son of God. 
 

READING    Luke 1:46-55    
 

 Mary said, "My heart praises the Lord;  my soul is glad because of God my Saviour,  for 
he has remembered me, his lowly servant! From now on all people will call me 
happy,  because of the great things the Mighty God has done for me. His name is 
holy;  from one generation to another he shows mercy to those who honour him.  He 
has stretched out his mighty arm and scattered the proud with all their plans.  He has 
brought down mighty kings from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly.  He has filled 
the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away with empty hands.  He has kept 
the promise he made to our ancestors, and has come to the help of his servant 
Israel.  He has remembered to show mercy to Abraham and to all his descendants 
forever!" 

Carols  
 
 ‘O Holy night’ 

O Holy Night! The stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of our dear Saviour's birth 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining 
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn 

    Fall on your knees! Oh, hear the angel voices! 
    night divine, O night when Christ was born 
   O night divine, O night,  O night divine! 

Truly he taught us to love one another  
His law is love and his gospel is peace.  
Chains shall he break for the slave is our brother 
And in his name all oppression shall cease. 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we 
Let all within us praise his holy name. 
 
   Fall on your knees! Oh, hear the angel voices! 

‘Silent night’ 

Silent night, holy night: 

All is calm all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child  

Holy Infant so tender and mild  

Sleep in heavenly peace.  x2 

Silent night, holy night: 

shepherds quake at the sight, 

Glories stream from heaven afar 

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia, 

Christ the Saviour is born  x2 

Silent night, holy night: 

Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming  

grace, 

Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.    x2 
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 Part 3    - The baby in the manger —see para 3of pastoral letter 
 

READING      Luke 2:1-7    
 

 At that time Emperor Augustus ordered a census to be taken throughout the Roman 
Empire.  When this first census took place, Quirinius was the governor of 
Syria.  Everyone, then, went to register himself, each to his own hometown.  Joseph 
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the town of Bethlehem in Judea, the 
birthplace of King David. Joseph went there because he was a descendant of David. 
He went to register with Mary, who was promised in marriage to him. She was 
pregnant,  and while they were in Bethlehem, the time came for her to have her 
baby.  She gave birth to her first son, wrapped him in cloths and laid him in a 
manger—there was no room for them to stay in the inn. 
 

READING      Luke 2:8-20      
 

There were some shepherds in that part of the country who were spending the night 
in the fields, taking care of their flocks. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone over them. They were terribly afraid,  but the angel said 
to them, "Don't be afraid! I am here with good news for you, which will bring great 
joy to all the people. This very day in David's town your Saviour was born—Christ the 
Lord!  And this is what will prove it to you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and 
lying in a manger."   Suddenly a great army of heaven's angels appeared with the 
angel, singing praises to God:  "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on 
earth to those with whom he is pleased!"  When the angels went away from them 
back into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us."  So they hurried off and 
found Mary and Joseph and saw the baby lying in the manger.  When the shepherds 
saw him, they told them what the angel had said about the child.  All who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds said.  Mary remembered all these things and 
thought deeply about them.  The shepherds went back, singing praises to God for all 
they had heard and seen; it had been just as the angel had told them. 
 

Carols        
 

Hark the Herald angels sing 
 

Hark!  The herald-angels sing 
glory to the new-born King, 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled. 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic host proclaim: 
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’ 

     Hark!  The herald-angels sing 

    glory to the new-born King. 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold him come, 

offspring of a virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 

Hail, the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as man with man to dwell, 

Jesus, our Immanuel: 
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   Hark!  The herald-angels sing 
   glory to the new-born King. 

 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of a virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
Hail, the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Immanuel: 
  
   Hark!  The herald-angels sing 
   glory to the new-born King. 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, 

risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, 

born that man no more may die, 

born to raise the sons of earth, 

born to give them second birth: 

      Hark!  The herald-angels sing 

       glory to the new-born King. 

See him lying on a bed of straw 

 

See him lying on a bed of straw; draughty stable with an open door, 

Mary cradling the babe she bore; the Prince of Glory is his name: 

 

 O now carry me to Bethlehem to see the Lord of love again; 

 just as poor as was the stable then, the Prince of Glory when he came. 

Star of silver, sweep across the skies, show where Jesus in the manger lies; 

shepherds, swiftly from your stupor rise to see the Saviour of the world: 

           O now carry me to Bethlehem …. 
 

Angels, sing again the song you sang, sing the story of God's gracious plan; 

sing that Bethl'em's little baby can be the Saviour of us all: 

          O now carry me to Bethlehem  
 

Mine are riches from your poverty, from your innocence, eternity; 

mine, forgiveness by your death for me; child of sorrow for my joy: 
 

       O now carry me to Bethlehem  

Michael Perry (1942–1996) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 216 

Words: © Mrs B. Perry / Jubilate Hymns, Administered by The Jubilate Group, Kitley House, St Katherines Road, Torquay  

TQ1 4DE  <copyrightmanager@jubilate.co.uk>  Used by permission. 
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Part 4   -  The  visit of the wise men —see para 4 of pastoral letter 

 
 

READING     Matthew 2:1-12 
     

 Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in Judea, during the time when Herod was 
king. Soon afterward, some men who studied the stars came from the East to 
Jerusalem and asked, "Where is the baby born to be the king of the Jews? We saw his 
star when it came up in the east, and we have come to worship him."  When King 
Herod heard about this, he was very upset, and so was everyone else in Jerusalem.  He 
called together all the chief priests and the teachers of the Law and asked them, 
"Where will the Messiah be born?"  "In the town of Bethlehem in Judea," they 

answered. "For this is what the prophet wrote:  'Bethlehem in the land of Judah, you 

are by no means the least of the leading cities of Judah; for from you will come a 
leader who will guide my people Israel.' " So Herod called the visitors from the 
East to a secret meeting and found out from them the exact time the star had 
appeared.  Then he sent them to Bethlehem with these instructions: "Go and 
make a careful search for the child; and when you find him, let me know, so 
that I too may go and worship him."  And so they left, and on their way they 
saw the same star they had seen in the East. When they saw it, how happy 
they were, what joy was theirs! It went ahead of them until it stopped over the 
place where the child was.  They went into the house, and when they saw the 
child with his mother Mary, they knelt down and worshiped him. They brought 
out their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and presented them to him.  Then 
they returned to their country by another road, since God had warned them in a 
dream not to go back to Herod. 
 

CAROLS  The first Noel 

The first Noel the angel did say 

was to Bethlehem’s shepherds 

                            in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they, lay keeping their sheep 

on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

    Noel, noel, noel, noel, 

    born is the King of Israel. 

Then wise men from a country far  

looked up and saw a guiding star  

They travelled on by night and day, 

To reach the place where Jesus lay. 

    Noel, noel, noel, noel, 

    born is the King of Israel. 

At Bethlehem they entered in, 

On bended knee they worshipped him, 

They offered there in his  presence, 

Their gold and myrrh and frankincense . 
 

    Noel, noel, noel, noel, 

    born is the King of Israel. 

Then let us all with one accord, 

sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 

For Christ has our salvations wrought, 

and with his blood mankind has bought. 
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 Part 5  - The final word  —see para 5 of pastoral letter 

   

READING   Colossians 1:15-17 &  2 Corinthians 4:5-6, 8:9  
    

Christ is the visible likeness of the invisible God. He is the first-born Son, superior to all 
created things.  For through him God created everything in heaven and on earth, the 
seen and the unseen things, including spiritual powers, lords, rulers, and authorities. 
God created the whole universe through him and for him.  Christ existed before all 
things, and in union with him all things have their proper place. For it is not ourselves 
that we preach; we preach Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for 
Jesus' sake.  The God who said, "Out of darkness the light shall shine!" is the same God 
who made his light shine in our hearts, to bring us the knowledge of God's glory 
shining in the face of Christ……   You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ; rich as he 
was, he made himself poor for your sake, in order to make you rich by means of his 
poverty. 
 

READING 3   John 1:1-5, 14    
 

 In the beginning the Word already existed; the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. From the very beginning the Word was with God.  Through him God made all 
things; not one thing in all creation was made without him. The Word was the source 
of life, and this life brought light to people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has never put it out .  The Word became a human being and, full of grace and 
truth, lived among us. We saw his glory, the glory which he received as the Father's 
only Son. 
 

Carol – ‘O come all ye faithful’    

O come, all ye faithful joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him, born the King of angels: 

   O come, let us adore him, x3    Christ the Lord! 

True God of true God, Light of Light eternal, 

lo, he abhors not the Virgin's womb; 

Son of the Father, begotten, not created:  

   O come... 

 See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, 

leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze; 

we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps: 

  O come... 

Lo, star-led chieftains, Magi, Christ adoring, 

offer him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

we to the Christ-child  

bring our hearts' oblations: 

   O come... 

Sing, choirs of angels, 

sing in exultation, 

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above: 

‘Glory to God in the highest:’ 

    O come... 

 

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,  

The Love of God,  

and the fellowship  

of the Holy Spirit 

 be with us all evermore.  Amen  

 

  All text reproduced here 

   under licence  CCL 5934  


