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Music  beforehand    

 

Christmas Day - The Order has been placed,   

                              the gift of Hope is dispatched  

                               is with the carrier,  

                               getting  ever closer 

                               and  is today delivered to your door 
 

 

Welcome and Call to worship     

  

We  worship together as we say together: 

We light the central candle 

as a sign of your birth. 

 

Today is Christmas Day 

The birth day of Jesus. 

And as the candle burns we offer you our worship,  

and celebrate the gift of Jesus. 

Born for us, as one of us. Amen.  
   

CAROL  - ‘Christians awake’    
 

Christians, awake, salute the happy morn 

on which the Saviour of the world was born; 

rise to adore the mystery of love, 

which hosts of angels chanted from above; 

with them the joyful tidings were begun 

of God incarnate and the Virgin's Son. 

Then to the watchful shepherds it was told, 

who heard the herald's voice, ‘Behold, 

I bring good tidings of a Saviour's birth 

to you and all the nations  upon earth; 
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this day has God fulfilled his promised word, 

this day is born a Saviour, Christ the Lord.’ 

 

 O may we keep and ponder in our mind  

God’s wondrous love in saving lost mankind 

Christ who was born upon this joyful day 

around us all his glory shall display 

Saved by his love unceasing we shall sing 

Eternal praise to Heaven’s almighty King. 

 

John Byrom (1692–1763) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 195 . 

 

 

 

CAROL  - ‘Come and join the celebration’  

 

     Come and join the celebration 

     it’s a very special day; 

    come and share our jubilation,  

     there’s a new King born today! 

 See the shepherds hurry down to Bethlehem, 

 gaze in wonder at the Son of God who lay before them: 

 Wise men journey, led to worship by a star, 

 kneel in homage, bringing precious gifts from lands afar, so, 

 ‘God is with us,’ round the world the message bring, 

 he is with us, ‘Welcome,’ all the bells on earth are pealing: 

Valerie Collison (b. 1933) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 196 

Words and Music: © Hye-Fye Music Ltd 
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Readings in Rhyme - taken from ‘It begins in Bethlehem’  p5 

and the Rhyming bible by Bob Hartman   
 see— biblesociety.org.uk and spck.org.uk 

 ‘God knocks down the proud and lifts up the meek 

 and does mighty things for those who are weak 

 and blesses the ones whose service he seeks 

 so sing out his praise— he’s amazing ‘    

 
 

 READING      Luke 2:1-7    
 

 At that time Emperor Augustus ordered a census to be taken 

throughout the Roman Empire.  When this first census took place, 

Quirinius was the governor of Syria.  Everyone, then, went to register 

himself, each to his own hometown.  Joseph went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to the town of Bethlehem in Judea, the birthplace of 

King David. Joseph went there because he was a descendant of David. 

He went to register with Mary, who was promised in marriage to him. 

She was pregnant,  and while they were in Bethlehem, the time came for 

her to have her baby.  She gave birth to her first son, wrapped him in 

cloths and laid him in a manger—there was no room for them to stay in 

the inn. 

 

  CAROL—’See him lying on a bed of straw’ 

 

See him lying on a bed of straw;  

draughty stable with an open door, 

Mary cradling the babe she bore;  

the Prince of Glory is his name: 
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 O now carry me to Bethlehem 

           to see the Lord of love again; 

 just as poor as was the stable then,  

           the Prince of Glory when he came. 

 

Star of silver, sweep across the skies,  

show where Jesus in the manger lies; 

shepherds swiftly from your stupour rise 

to see the Saviour of the world: 

           O now carry me to Bethlehem …. 

 

Angels, sing again the song you sang,  

sing the story of God's gracious plan; 

sing that Bethl'em's little baby can 

 be the Saviour of us all: 

          O now carry me to Bethlehem …. 

 

Mine are riches from your poverty,  

from your innocence, eternity; 

mine, forgiveness by your death for me 

child of sorrow for my joy: 

 

       O now carry me to Bethlehem …. 

 

Michael Perry (1942–1996) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 216 

Words: © Mrs B. Perry / Jubilate Hymns, Administered by The Jubilate Group, Kitley House, St Katherines Road, Torquay  

TQ1 4DE  <copyrightmanager@jubilate.co.uk>  Used by permission. 
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Readings in Rhyme - taken from ‘It begins in Bethlehem’  p12 

and the Rhyming bible by Bob Hartman    
 see— biblesociety.org.uk and spck.org.uk 

 ‘The news is good, the news I bring 
           Good news to make you leap and sing 
           Good news for people everywhere 
           Good news of joy for all to share. 

 

           Good news for God has kept his word 
           And sent his Saviour Christ the Lord  
           The one he promised he would send 
            Is  born this day in Bethlehem. 

 

And finally a rhyme or two about the three wise men 

 

Readings in Rhyme - taken from ‘It begins in Bethlehem’  p18 

and the Rhyming bible by Bob Hartman   
 see— biblesociety.org.uk and spck.org.uk 

 ‘The shining star led them to a place 
            a simple house not some fancy space 
            and when they saw  the little boy 
           they gave him a pile of special toys 
            presents, rather, - fit for a king a bunch of shiny golden things 
            a spice called myrrh—a sort of perfume 
            while smelly frankincense filled the room’ 

 
 

Carol – ‘O come all ye faithful’    
 

   1  O come, all ye faithful,  joyful and triumphant, 
  O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
  come and behold him, born the King of angels: 
   O come, let us adore him, x2    
   O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
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   2  God of God, Light of Light   
  lo, he abhors not the Virgin's womb; 
  Very God, begotten, not created: 
                               O come, let us adore him, x2    
   O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
  

   3  Sing, choirs of angels, 
  sing in exultation, 
  sing, all ye citizens of heaven above: 
  ‘Glory to God in the highest:’ 
                               O come, let us adore him, x2    
   O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

 

  6  Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
  born this happy morning, 
  Jesus, to thee be glory given: 
  Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: 
                               O come, let us adore him, x2    
   O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 
 

                                   Latin, 18th century, possibly by  John Francis Wade (c. 1711–1786)  and others 

 

Readings in Rhyme - taken from ‘It begins in Bethlehem’  

  and the Rhyming bible by Bob Hartman p19 
 see— biblesociety.org.uk and spck.org.uk 

 ‘So what is the point of angels and shepherds 
            And camels and stars?’ you say 
            is it just nice story to tell to the children 
           to celebrate Christmas Day ? 
 
           Its not just a story its not just for kids. 
           It’s the hinge on which history swings! 
          That Bethlehem baby grew into a man 



8 

          who challenged all powers and kings . 
; 

           He taught us that love is better than hate 
           That serving beats being in charge 
           He showed us the value of each human life 
           The little as well as the large. 
 

           And then on a cross he died for us  
           Died to take all our wrongs away 
          and walked three days later right out of his tomb 
          to turn death’s dark night to day. 
 

           And that is the good news the angels proclaimed  
           the heart of all Jesus would do. 
           A new life for now, a new life forever, 
           That’s his Christmas present to you .  
   

   
 A Christmas Blessing 

This special day and every day 
 
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary,  
the obedience of Joseph,  
the joy of the angels, 
the eagerness of the shepherds 
the determination of the wise men 
and the peace that the risen Jesus can bring 
      to those who fear what tomorrow may bring. 
 
And the blessing of God  
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
be with you now and for ever more, 
 Amen.  

 

 

 

 


