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Music  beforehand    

Call to worship    

 

We  worship together as we say together: 

as we start a new year you are the same Lord 

 Lord of all, Saviour of all,  our Redeemer 

And we offer you ourselves for your service . Amen. 
  

SONG — ‘Come now is the time to worship’   
 

           Come, now is the time to worship. 

 Come, now is the time to give your heart. 

 Come, just as you are to worship. 

 Come, just as you are before your God, come. 

 One day every tongue 

 will confess you are God, 

 one day every knee will bow. 

 Still, the greatest treasure remains 

 for those who gladly choose you now. 

 Come, now is the time to worship … 

Brian Doerksen (b. 1965) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 24 

Words and Music: © 1998 Vineyard Songs UK. Administered by Song Solutions CopyCare, 14 Horsted 

Square,  Uckfield, East Sussex, TN22 1QG.  <www.songsolutions.org>  Used by permission. 

 

Welcome and intro to theme and readings  

Reading— Numbers 20:17-21  
 

Moses is negotiating a deal with the Edomites as they travel through the 

wilderness – he first reminds the king of Edom of the hardships the Israelites have 

suffered at the hands of the Egyptians, before politely requesting access. 
 

Please permit us to pass through your land. We and our cattle will not leave the 
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road or go into your fields or vineyards, and we will not drink from your wells. We 

will stay on the main road until we are out of your territory." But the Edomites 

answered, "We refuse to let you pass through our country! If you try, we will march 

out and attack you." The people of Israel said, "We will stay on the main road, and if 

we or our animals drink any of your water, we will pay for it—all we want is to pass 

through."  The Edomites repeated, "We refuse!" and they marched out with a 

powerful army to attack the people of Israel. Because the Edomites would not let 

the Israelites pass through their territory, the Israelites turned and went another 

way. 

 

A Prayer for January 2021 

Loving God, as we look back, at a year like no other year,  

and look forward to a year in which so much is still uncertain; 

 help us to learn what we need to learn,  from the past, 

prepare, what we can prepare,  for the future, 

 but most of all focus expectantly - 

 on each and every present moment. 

 So may no opportunity to give or receive love  pass us by,  

as we prayerfully live each day 

in partnership with you.  Amen. 

 

 Bible Reading –   Matthew 2: 1-4, 12  (CEV) 

When Jesus was born in the village of Bethlehem in Judea, Herod was 

king. During this time some wise men from the east came to 

Jerusalem and said, “Where is the child born to be king of the Jews? 

We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.” When 

King Herod heard about this, he was worried, and so was everyone 

else in Jerusalem. Herod brought together the chief priests and the 

teachers of the Law of Moses and asked them, “Where will the 

Messiah be born?” 
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They replied that according to the prophecies of Isaiah it would be in Bethlehem of 

Judea, which should have been enough to track the child down, but Herod wanted to 

make sure and so asked the wise men to return to him and tell him the exact 

location - so that, as he put it , ‘he too could go and worship him’. They leave and 

follow the star all the way to the house where the young child was, enter  and offer 

their gifts and then in verse 12 we read that  having been warned in a dream that 

they should not go back to Herod, they returned to their own country another way.  

TALK—see CWEO pastoral letter for 3rd January 2021 

incl. Matthew 7: 13-14 (CEV)    
 

Go in through the narrow gate. The gate to destruction is wide, and 

the road that leads there is easy to follow. A lot of people go through 

that gate.  But the gate to life is very narrow. The road that leads 

there is so hard to follow that only a few people find it. 

 

or as The Message puts it,  
 

‘Don’t look for shortcuts to God. The market is flooded with sure fire, 

easy going formulas for a successful life that can be practiced in your 

spare time. Don’t fall for that stuff, even though crowds of people do. 

The way to life, to God!, is vigorous and requires (your) total attention.   

 and John 14:4-6 (GNB)   
 

Jesus said  You know the way that leads to the place where I am 

going”  Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are 

going; so how can we know the way to get there?"  Jesus answered 

him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one goes to the Father 

except by me. 

  

HYMN—’In Christ alone’ 

                    In Christ alone my hope is found, 

  he is my light, my strength, my song; 
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  this Cornerstone, this solid Ground, 

  firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 

  What heights of love, what depths of peace, 

  when fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 

  My Comforter, my All in All, 

  here in the love of Christ I stand.   

 

                    In Christ alone!  — who took on flesh, 

  fullness of God in helpless babe! 

  This gift of love and righteousness, 

  scorned by the ones he came to save: 

  till on that cross as Jesus died, 

  the wrath of God was satisfied 

  for every sin on him was laid; 

  here in the death of Christ I live. 

 

   There in the ground his body lay, 

  light of the world by darkness slain: 

  then bursting forth in glorious Day 

  up from the grave he rose again! 

  And as he stands in victory, 

  sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 

  for I am his and he is mine — 

  bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

 
 

   No guilt in life, no fear in death, 

  this is the power of Christ in me; 

  from life's first cry to final breath, 

  Jesus commands my destiny. 
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  No power of hell, no scheme of man, 

  can ever pluck me from his hand; 

  till he returns or calls me home, 

  here in the power of Christ I'll stand! 

Keith Getty (b. 1974) and Stuart Townend (b. 1963) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 351 

Words and Music: © 2001, Thankyou Music.  Administered by worshiptogether.com Songs, excluding UK & 

Europe, administered by Kingsway songs, a division of David C Cook <tym@kingsway.co.uk>  Used by 

permission. 

 

LINK to  a series of services in the coming weeks exploring the Covenant Promises   
 

Final Prayers 
 

Loving God, we offer you our worship week by week and day by day,     

not for ourselves alone, but as disciples of Jesus,   

committed to work with him in the care of your world. 

So we pray now, not only for ourselves and the church of which we are 

part, but for the world, in which we live and move and have our being. 

 

Loving God,  hear us 

as we remember that we are part of one holy and apostolic Church: 

make us all one, that the world may believe. 

 

We remember those who will take key decisions in the coming year  - 

Inspire and lead all who govern and hold authority in the  

  nations of the world: 

establish justice and peace among all people. 

 

We remember those who are on their own  -   

Have compassion  on all who suffer from any sickness, grief or trouble: 

deliver them from their distress. 
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We remember those who have died in this past year 

 and praise you for all those who have entered your eternal glory: 

bring us all to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

Let us pray in silence for our own needs and for those of others . . . 
 

 

                                  (Silence) 
 

 

Lord our God,  

you have helped us by your grace, 

to make these prayers,  

and you will help us too  

 by your Spirit  in the coming days 

to turn these words  

into life changing living.   

May we know your presence 

around us and within us - 

In this life and in the life to come 

to the glory of your name. Amen.  

  

 HYMN—’Praise to the Lord the almighty 
 

      Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

 O my soul, praise him 

      for he is thy health and salvation! 

 Come all who hear,  brothers and sisters, draw near, 

 praise him in glad adoration.  

 

       Praise to the Lord, above all things so mightily reigning 

       Keeping us safe at his side 

       and so gently sustaining 
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       have you not seen all you have needed has been 

       Met by his gracious ordaining 

      Praise to the Lord, who shall prosper our work and defend us; 

      surely his goodness and merc 

      shall daily attend us: 

      ponder anew, what the Almighty can do, 

      who with his love will befriend us.   

     Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 

 All that has life and breath 

      come now with praises before him! 

 Let the amen, sound from his people again: 

 gladly with praise we adore him. 

                      (repeat last two lines strongly) 

  
Joachim Neander (1650–1680) based on Psalm 103 & 150  

  

As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to God 
and one another in the words of the Grace.  

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,  
The Love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all, evermore.  Amen.   
              

The Lord has made an everlasting covenant of peace with his people  
The peace of the Lord be always with you       
And also with you. 

  

                                                All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934  

 

Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can join together in a time 

of fellowship via Zoom.   

 

 For those without internet access why not get on the phone to someone in similar 

circumstances to yourself, and encourage and help each other as part of your 

ongoing worship and care of one another.   


