
  

  ADVENT 2  - The gift is dispatched 

             THEME: Promises kept 
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Music  beforehand  - An Advent Medley played by Mike Hawkins 

Advent 2 - The Order has been placed and is now dispatched …..  

Welcome and Call to worship    

If worshipping offline - you may like to light a candle each week  

at this point or put a new ornament on your tree or add a character to your 

nativity scene 

 

We  worship together as we say together: 

We light the second candle 

as a sign of promises kept. 

The Promise of a Saviour for all. 

And as the candle burns we offer you our worship,  

for you come to us in Jesus. 

The Saviour of the world.  

 

Reading — Isaiah 7:10-14 & 9:6-7 

  

The LORD sent a message to Ahaz: "Ask the LORD your God to give you a 

sign. It can be from deep in the world of the dead or from high up in 

heaven."  Ahaz answered, "I will not ask for a sign. I refuse to put the LORD 

to the test."  To that Isaiah replied, "Listen, now, descendants of King 

David. It's bad enough for you to wear out the patience of people—do you 

have to wear out God's patience too?  Well then, the Lord himself will give 

you a sign: a young woman who is pregnant will have a son and will name 

him 'Immanuel.'…..A child is born to us! A son is given to us! And he will be 

our ruler. He will be called, "Wonderful Counsellor," "Mighty God," "Eternal 

Father," "Prince of Peace." His royal power will continue to grow; his 

kingdom will always be at peace. He will rule as King David's successor, 

basing his power on right and justice, from now until the end of time. The 

LORD Almighty is determined to do all this. 
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 SONG - ’Hark the herald angels sing’ 
 

     Hark !   The herald-angels sing 
  glory to the new-born King, 
  peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
  God and sinners reconciled. 
  Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
  join the triumph of the skies ;  
  with the angelic host proclaim :  
  ‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’ 
 
      Hark !   The herald-angels sing 
   glory to the new-born King. 

 
          Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
  Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
  late in time behold him come, 
  offspring of a virgin's womb. 
  Veiled in flesh the Godhead see !  
  Hail, the incarnate Deity !  
  Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
  Jesus, our Immanuel :  
  
         Hark !   The herald-angels sing 
     glory to the new-born King. 

 

     Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
  Hail, the Sun of Righteousness !  
  Light and life to all he brings, 
  risen with healing in his wings. 
  Mild he lays his glory by, 
  born that man no more may die, 
  born to raise the sons of earth, 
  born to give them second birth :  

 

              Hark !   The herald-angels sing 
   glory to the new-born King. 

 

Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 202 . 
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An Opening Prayer 

 

Let us pray:        

            (a moment of silence)  
 

 Loving God, on this the second Sunday of Advent 

 we remember your promises, 

and rejoice with the Shepherds that you have kept your promises. 

Promises made through the prophets of a Wonderful Counsellor," 

A "Mighty God, an "Eternal Father," the ‘Prince of Peace’. 

 Coming to us as 'Immanuel.'….. ‘God with us ‘ as a ‘child  born to us!  

A son given to us’. 

 But we thank you most of all that your love for us 

is not just comforting words - tidings of comfort and joy,  

but powerful and life changing acts of love and compassion 

as you come to us in the person of Jesus. 

Accept our worship and praise this day. 

 And may our words too, be backed up by sacrificial love 

 As we keep our promise to you - 

 to share what we have received with others.  

Amen. 

    

 SONG — ‘ While Shepherds watched their flocks by night’   

       While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 

  all seated on the ground, 

  the angel of the Lord came down, 

  and glory shone around. 

      ‘Fear not,' said he (for mighty dread 

  had seized their troubled mind), 

  ‘glad tidings of great joy I bring 

  to you and all mankind. 
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      ‘To you in David's town this day 

  is born of David's line 

  The Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; 

  and this shall be the sign: 

      ‘The heavenly babe you there shall find 

  to human view displayed, 

  and meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 

  and in a manger laid.’ 

   Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith 

  appeared a shining throng 

  of angels praising God, who thus 

  addressed their joyful song: 

      ‘All glory be to God on high, 

  and to the earth be peace; 

  goodwill henceforth from heaven to men 

  begin and never cease.’ 

Nahum Tate (1652–1715) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 221 . 

 

 
Bible Reading –   Luke 2:8-20  
    
There were some shepherds in that part of the country who were 
spending the night in the fields, taking care of their flocks. An angel 
of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone over 
them. They were terribly afraid, but the angel said to them, "Don't 
be afraid! I am here with good news for you, which will bring great 
joy to all the people.  This very day in David's town your Saviour was 
born—Christ the Lord!  And this is what will prove it to you: you will 
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger."  
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 Suddenly a great army of heaven's angels appeared with the angel, 
singing praises to God:  "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on 
earth to those with whom he is pleased!"   
 
When the angels went away from them back into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has told us." So they hurried off and found 
Mary and Joseph and saw the baby lying in the manger.  

When the shepherds saw him, they told them what the angel had said 
about the child. All who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
said.   
 
Mary remembered all these things and thought deeply about them.  The 
shepherds went back, singing praises to God for all they had heard and 
seen; it had been just as the angel had told them. 
        

TALK—see CWEO pastoral letter for 6th December 
 

  
SONG— ‘It came upon a midnight clear, 

      It came upon the midnight clear, 
  that glorious song of old, 
  from angels bending near the earth 
  to touch their harps of gold: 
  ‘Peace on the earth, good will to men, 
  from heaven's all-gracious King!' 
  The world in solemn stillness lay 
  to hear the angels sing. 
 

         Still through the cloven skies they come, 
  with peaceful wings unfurled; 
  and still their heavenly music floats 
  o'er all the weary world; 
  above its sad and lowly plains 
  they bend on hovering wing; 
  and ever o'er it, Babel sounds 
  the blessèd angels sing. 
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      Yet with the woes of sin and strife 
  the world has suffered long; 
  beneath the angel strain have rolled 
  two thousand years of wrong; 
  and man, at war with man, hears not 
  the love-song which they bring. 
  O hush the noise, ye men of strife, 
  and hear the angels sing! 

      For lo, the days are hastening on, 
  by prophets seen of old, 
  when with the ever-circling years 
  shall come the time foretold, 
  when peace shall over all the earth 
  its ancient splendours fling, 
  and the whole world give back the song 
  which now the angels sing. 

Edmund Hamilton Sears (1810–1876) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic Words Edition, number 205 . 

  

A final reading:   Luke 1:46-55    
 
 Mary said, "My heart praises the Lord;  
 my soul is glad because of God my Saviour, 
 for he has remembered me, his lowly servant!  
 From now on all people will call me happy,  
 because of the great things the Mighty God has done for me 
 is name is holy;  
 from one generation to another he shows mercy  
 to those who honour him 
 He has stretched out his mighty arm 
 and scattered the proud with all their plans.  
 He has brought down mighty kings from their thrones,  
 and lifted up the lowly.   
 He has filled the hungry with good things,  
 and sent the rich away with empty hands.  
 He has kept the promise he made to our ancestors,  
 and has come to the help of his servant Israel. 
 He has remembered to show mercy to Abraham 
  and to all his descendants forever!" 
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A Final Prayer: 

Loving God we echo the song of Mary as we rejoice with her that you 
have indeed kept the promises made to our ancestors and come to  our 
help. 

We pray now that we too may  
’lift up the lowly and fill the hungry with good things’  
and so we pray for all those working in and with FoodBanks 
providing those basic necessities that are needed now ‘as never before’. 

We pray for those who day by day 
come alongside the marginalised and forgotten 
 and provide for them that comfort and support 
 that is needed now ‘as never before’  - 
as increased loneliness and isolation 
takes its toll on the hearts and minds 
 of both young and old 

Loving God receive our prayers 
for we ask them in the name of Jesus, 
who came to us in poverty,  
that he might share with us the riches of his love. 
 
Amen.  

 
As we close our worship we recommit ourselves to God 
and one another in the words of the Grace. 
  

The Grace, of the Lord Jesus Christ,  
The Love of God, 
and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all, evermore. Amen.   
                

                                                All text reproduced here under licence  CCL 5934  

 

Ongoing worship and pastoral care 

For those worshipping online, as the service finishes we can join together in a 

time of fellowship via Zoom.  

 

For those without internet access why not get on the phone to someone in similar 

circumstances to yourself, and encourage and help each other as part of your 

ongoing worship and care of one another.   


