
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Sunday 13th December 2020 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

 

Dear Friends, 

The order has been placed; the gift is dispatched, and today we celebrate that it’s ‘with 

the carrier’; with the news to Mary in Luke 1: 26-35 that she will be with child, literally 

carrying the son of God!  A child that we believe to be both fully human and fully divine.  

Luke holds these two apparently contradictory statements together with a story that 

keeps Mary as the carrier of the child,  thus ensuring his humanity; but replaces the 

essence or human spirit of Joseph with the very spirit of God, ensuring his divinity. All of 

that makes sense given his 1st century context, but these days given our understanding of 

genetics, we might have chosen a more coherent biological explanation to capture the full 

humanity of Jesus, and then perhaps spoken of the spirit of God entering into and then 

becoming uniquely present and active, in and through the humanity of Jesus. 

But what is perhaps more significant for our current life as a church, is Mary’s response to 

the angel’s message, in verse 38 where she gladly accepts the calling to be a carrier of the 

good news, saying, ’I am God’s servant. May it be to me  according to God’s will.’ Up to 

now we have been seeing ourselves as the customer anxiously waiting to receive our gift, 

but we and others will never receive the gift unless there are those, like Mary, who are 

willing and able to step forward and be the carriers. Are you willing and able to be a 

carrier, right now, and not just a customer?  

With those who are carriers working night and day in each town and village, it’s only a 

matter time before God’s gift is with us and others, and as we watch its progress from 

local depot along each street, so the excitement grows. Next time we shall pause to 

remember with nine lessons and carols all that has happened so far to this gift of hope, 

before on the delivery day itself we receive the gift of love direct to our door and 

celebrate. 

Till then keep safe and keep others safe, and why not volunteer to be a carrier, so that 

others may receive their gift in due time.                   David 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey and Denis Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, 

Barbara Kite, Bob and Rosemary Lowe,  and Val Noble.  
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God of compassion, be close to those who are ill, afraid or in 

isolation.  In their loneliness, be their consolation; in their anxiety, 

be their hope; in their darkness, be their light; through him who 

suffered alone on the cross, but reigns with you in glory, Jesus 

Christ our Lord.   Amen 

Notices 

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

Zoom Prayer meeting  each Sunday during Advent, beginning 29th 

November, 10.00am and concluding in time for online worship. 

Please come and join us at any point during that time, as we pray 

together as God’s Church. 

The zoom prayer link will be in your Friday email each week. 

Heavenly Father, 

As we track your gift of love right to our door 

and celebrate Christmas ‘as never before’, 

we thank you for friends and family 

and all those who have supported us through this past year. 

Help us to look after each other in the coming days 

so that in the year to come we may see our hopes realised, 

your promises gloriously coming true 

and be prepared to receive and carry your love to others, 

having received the gift of your Son.  Amen 

Don’t Forget -  

CWEO  needs your 

input each week! 

CWEO over the Christmas and New Year period.   

Please note that there will be no edition of CWEO 

or online/printed worship produced for Sunday 

27th December.  If you have a item that you would 

like to be included in the 3rd of January edition of 

CWEO please send it to me by Wednesday 23rd 

December.   Thank you.    Ann B 
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If you would like to attend worship at Queens Park on 20th Dec  at 

10.30am please ring Susan C  (if there is no answer please leave a 

message on the answerphone) and give her the full names of ALL 

those intending to come, together with your contact telephone 

number. Please ring no earlier than the Monday 14th Dec before 

the service and no later than 6.00pm on Friday 18th Dec. If we 

have more people wishing to attend than space available, Susan 

will let you know.’  
 

For worship at St Andrew’s, Herongate, on Christmas Day 10.30am please ring Julie 

C to book your place.      Thank you.   

St Andrew’s Church, Herongate will be open for private prayer 24th Dec between 

10am and 4 pm. An opportunity to sit quietly, enjoy Christmas music in a peaceful 

setting and just be. (All covid restrictions apply). 

Book for 

worship at 

Queens Park  

and 

St Andrews, 

Herongate 

If you are not able to 

access the internet but 

can play DVD’s and 

would like to receive a 

copy of this week’s  worship 

please contact Ann B. 

Church Christmas Card:   

We invite you to continue 

the tradition of sending your 

greetings to one another in a ‘joint’ card rather 

than individually, and supporting a charity. 

This year it will take the form of an insert in 

CWEO on 20th Dec edition, so please send 

your Christmas greeting 

messages and names to Ann B 

for inclusion either by email, or 

in hard copy no later than 

Tuesday 15th December.   

Thank you. 

Robin’s Round 

I am the proper 

Bird for this season - 

Not blessed St Turkey, 

Born to be eaten. 
 

I’m man’s inedible 

Permanent bird. 

I dine in his garden, 

My spoon is his spade. 
 

I’m the true token 

Of Christ the Child-King; 

I nest in man’s stable, 

I eat at man’s table, 

Through all his dark winters 

I sing.                U A Fanthorpe 

Maureen has been very 

busy with her knitting 

needles producing  all 

these tree ornaments for 

Christmas. 

‘I’m not stupid, It only 

took me a week to do 

my jigsaw, and on the 

box it said 3-4 yrs.’ 

Christmas Day   -  Emmanuel/CTB  are offering support to people 

on their own who would like a food parcel on Christmas Day. Your 

help is needed to:   

 Deliver food parcels on the Christmas Day,  

 source small gifts we can distribute,  

 or raise funds.   

Please email Anna on laughland2009@gmail.com  if you can help. 

mailto:laughland2009@gmail.com


 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 18th December 

items for inclusion by 8pm Tuesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

 

 

Celebrating Advent and Christmas 

Link to weekly  ONLINE Worship  Sundays at 10.30am 

                                                         Christmas Day at 9.00am            

Gathered worship in December: Advance booking essential. 

20th Dec 10.30am Queens Park, 9 Lessons and Carols, led by Rev David Bagwell 

25th Dec 10.30am St Andrews, Herongate, Celebration led by Rev David Bagwell 
  

Please see our Advent banner on the church website homepage and follow links for 

access to a variety of worship resources and other events throughout December. 

Encouragement 
 

Christmas Giving:  It is our usual practice to support Changing Pathways, Action 

for Children and St Luke’s through offerings at our Christmas services.  This year 

with fewer opportunities to gather together we would encourage you to continue 

to make a donation via bank transfer to BMC Church account. (Please put the 

name of the charity in the payment reference), or by cheque or cash to Lorraine 

H (labelled for the charity you wish to support. 

Gifts of food can also be made via Billericay Food Bank, in the High Street. 

 

Please note that, because of current restrictions, Changing Pathways are only 

able to accept new toys this year, alongside toiletries and gift vouchers,  Gifts 

can be dropped off in Billericay, please contact ruthieyates@gmail.com for 

details. 
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