
Connecting with each other 

 Please visit the church website billericaymethodistchurch.org for further information. 

Sunday 3rd January 2021 

Billericay Methodist Church 
at Queens Park, Western Road 

and St Andrew’s, Herongate 

Dear Friends, 

A happy and peaceful New Year to you all … but having said that… many businesses, and 

some churches, will sadly not be reopening this year, even when the current crisis eases. 

The longstanding issues that we have as a church revolve around the load that we are 

placing on too few individuals, so if we are to ‘not only survive, but thrive’ in 2021, then we 

will need to all share in some deeper way in the many responsibilities of being church; 

seeing ourselves as infectious carriers of the love of God -  and not just as customers or 

consumers of what others bring to us. Not ‘distancing’ ourselves, as we would if potentially 

carrying something bad, but ‘stepping forward’, to be alongside others in a meaningful 

way. 

So starting next week, and then for the next two weeks, you will find with your order of 

service a sheet which I ask you to return to me by the end of the month. It will contain 

many different things that we need to do,  both to operate ‘properly’, as a church, and to 

be ‘the body of Christ’.  As Paul says, in speaking about the body, all members have to play 

their part, however apparently insignificant, for the body to function and build the 

kingdom (1 Cor.12:12-27)  – so do chose at least one new thing as your contribution from 

what is a long and varied list – there really is something for everyone, on that list - 

whatever our situation. 

Like the wise men, we cannot return by the way we came , we need to freely choose 

‘another way’, whether guided as they were by a dream (Matthew 2:12) or as Moses was in 

his journey to the promised land by the actions of others (Numbers 20:21). God is guiding 

us right now to choose ‘another way’;  a way that is conceived in us by the  Holy Spirit and 

which in time gives birth, I pray, to a new way of being church. This won’t be easy for any 

of us, it’s a narrow way fraught with difficulty, but it’s an approach that, I believe, will lead 

us closer to THE WAY, that is Jesus (John 14:6).   

Your fellow traveller on the journey, wishing you every blessing in the coming year.   

David 

Theme for the Year   –   How2Be? 
                                                  We will revisit every aspect of ’Our Calling’  

                                                  to ’serve the present age’  

                                                  and be the people we need to be  (Deut. 10:12)                                                           

http://www.billericaymethodistchurch.org.


Statement of Mission: 

Billericay Methodist Church is called to encourage a living faith in God.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit we proclaim the love of Jesus Christ in:  worship and 

fellowship, evangelism and teaching, serving others and working for social justice. 

Prayer 

Please pray for the following people this week, asking God to meet their every need    

Maddy Bartlett, Tom Fitch, Audrey and Denis Hacker, Rex Kemp, Jean Kenway, 

Barbara Kite, Bob and Rosemary Lowe,  and Val Noble.  
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Prayer for January 2021 

Loving God, as we look back at a year like no other year, and look forward 

to a year in which so much is still uncertain -   

       help us to learn what we need to learn from the past,  

       prepare what we can prepare for the future,   

       but most of all focus expectantly on each and every present moment.   

So may no opportunity to give or receive love pass us by,  as we prayerfully 

live each day in partnership with you.  Amen.  

Praying together at 10am - a time each day when you can know that 

others are praying with you. 

Prayer Chain During the Corona virus crisis please contact Geraldine 

with any prayer chain requests that you have.  Thank you. 

 

Zoom Prayer meeting each Sunday morning at 10.00am and 

concluding in time for online worship. Please come and join us at 

any point during that time, as we pray together as God’s Church.  The 

zoom prayer link will be in your Friday email each week.  
                                                                                     Pam c and Elizabeth H 

Journeying God, 

you have woven the pattern of your purpose in and out of the 

fabric of our years with a precision and tenderness we have 

hardly noticed. 
 

As we look back over the years of our life, we can see the 

movement of your hand; the fruits of your love; the gentle 

unfolding of your purpose. 
 

Grant us this day your grace, that we may not snatch at your purpose for us, but 

rather yield to the rhythm and flow of your love in our lives. 
 

We pray that the days and the nights, the weeks and the months which are to 

come may truly belong to you for we choose to journey with you. 
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2020 Vision 

At the turn of the year, particularly the one we have just gone through, it may be 

helpful to take time to reflect on the experience we have shared, and in the light of 

that pray for the year ahead. 

As a church we started the year with ‘Barney’ - our ‘Love in Action’ theme. 

We had no idea what would shortly bring that into very sharp focus, and 

challenge us at the same time - “How can we as a church put that into 

action when we have had to stop doing everything we usually do?”  Interrupted in our 

tracks we had to venture into new ways of doing things and so our theme in 

September became How2Be? church, as never before.  This is something we 

will need to continue to pray through and work on in 2021.  

As a country we have been inspired by old and young alike, 

who have not only raised so much funding to help others in 

need but have humbled and inspired us in equal measure by 

their sheer determination to set aside self interest and 

overcome personal obstacles in order to put love into action. 

Our NHS and carers have been clapped on the doorstep, the efforts of all 

our ‘key workers’ have been brought to our attention and generally 

appreciated as never before. In the early months, as many lost their 

lives, the nation made a concerted effort to ‘Protect’ them by 

adhering to shielding and social distancing rules and donning 

facemasks, but in these last few months, for some folk, that resolve 

has begun to crumble, even as a second wave has hit.  Why is that?    

Many of us have spent a large part of the year engaged in an activity we had not 

heard of before March - ‘Zoom’. Whether it’s for work or social activities we have 

spent hours meeting via our computer screens.  We have been grateful for the 

technology and yet still missed being able to visit family and friends, or work 

alongside others.  Our worship has moved online and we have 

delighted in being able to meet up with each other and Rev Sammy 

in Kenya during our after service fellowship. For those without access 

to even this means of keeping in touch this year may have been an a 

particularly lonely experience.  Is now the time to look into whether 

technology can help you to stay in touch? (We have a spare tablet at the Manse, 

looking for a good home, to help you on your way!) DVD’s of services  are also 

available on request. 

In a year of uncertainty, some things have become clear.  Human activity has a 

significant affect on our world, pollution levels have come down as we have been in 

lock-down.  Nature has become even more appreciated by us, and has thrived when 

it has been given room.  Vast as it is, the world and its peoples are inter-dependent 

and many of our experiences are common. The disadvantaged across the globe have 

suffered in larger proportions during this pandemic, and inequality in all its forms is 

something we must change.  These are big challenges - and it can feel  

overwhelming.  But one thing we have learned from Tom and Tony, is that amazing 

things can happen when you take one step at a time. Love in action has brought 

people onto doorsteps in recognition of others dedication and compassion. We all 

need each other, and we can all do our bit to create the change we long to see.  Ann B 

Captain Tom 

Tony 



 

Opportunities to worship together 

Notices 

Minister: Rev David Bagwell 

                01277 623085 

                david@bagwell.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Secretary:  

                Mrs Lyn Bowditch  

                01277 659530 

Pastoral Assistant - St Andrew’s 

                Mrs Julie Cristin 

                01277 656478 

07593 028534 

bmccc@hotmail.com 

Ministry Team 

Child Contact Centre 

Website and Social Media 

web: billericaymethodistchurch.org 

 @BillericayMethodistChurch  

@MethodistBcay 

If you would like to put  

something in our 

’Encouragement’ slot please    

                  email me and I will do my best   

                  to include it.        
 

Next issued on Friday 8th January 

items for inclusion by 8pm Tuesday to    

Ann Bagwell:  ann@bagwell.org.ukex K 

 

 

Link to weekly  ONLINE Worship  Sundays at 10.30am 
                                                          

  

Printed copies of service material will continue to be provided for 

those without internet access. 

 

Please visit our Worshipping Together at Home banner on the church website 

homepage for links to a variety of worship resources and our Learning Together 

about Jesus  for all age resources. 

Encouragement 

Answers to Christmas Quiz 

Christmas Foods:  Pigs in blankets;    Red Cabbage;    Christmas Pud with brandy butter or 

clotted cream 

Christmas carols:  See amid the winter’s snow;   O come all ye faithful;   It came upon the 

midnight clear ;   Away in a manger 

Christmas customs:   Deck the halls with boughs of holly;  Kissing under the Mistletoe; 

Mince pies for Santa 

Due to increased infection rates there will no gathered worship on 10th or 17th 

January.  Further details will follow in next week’s edition as to what we will do in 

the coming weeks and months, to give some certainty ahead of present 

restrictions being able to be eased and the pressure on the local hospitals 

reduced, due we pray to the real possibility now of widespread vaccinations for 

many of those most vulnerable. 
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